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This year, Oakland Presbyterian Church is participating in
the national Back to Church Sunday event on September 16th.
Thousands of churches from over 120 denominations are
expected to participate this year, inviting people to come back to
church all across the globe. This is a day focused on uniting the
church to equip and empower members to be inviters. Eight out
of ten people say they are open to visiting church if invited - they
are just waiting for that invitation!
The theme of Back to Church Sunday is You Belong Here,
which is in response to the felt need in today’s culture. 75% of
Americans admit to feeling deep loneliness, and the number of
Americans with no close friends has tripled since 1985. There
has never been a better time than now for people to come back
and get plugged in to a church that offers friendships,
opportunities to serve the community, and the chance to grow
spiritually through a journey of personal faith.
We will also be hosting a Back to Church Breakfast in
between services on September 16th. We hope you can all bring
a guest to worship at 8:45 or 11:00 am and to breakfast at 9:45
am. We are looking forward to meeting new friends in Christ and
welcoming visitors to our church.
So what can you do? Start inviting! There are printed
brochures available in our church narthex on Sunday mornings.
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neighbors, and co-workers. This is the perfect opportunity for
them to join you and grow deeper in their faith, or perhaps
encounter God for the first time.
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
FOR SEPTEMBER:

• Sept. 3 - Labor Day
• Sept. 5 - Confirmation
Class begins
• Sept. 9 - Communion
• Sept. 10 - Women’s
Bible study begins
• Sept. 12 - Ladies’
Lunch Out
• Sept. 16 - Back to
Church Sunday
• Sept. 18 - Men’s
Dinner
• Sept. 20 - Session
Mtg.
• Sept. 22 - Cub Scouts
Rain Gutter Regatta
• Sept. 29 - PW Tea

Annual Tea Hosted by Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women of Oakland Presbyterian Church invite you to our
annual tea on Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 2:00 - 4:30 pm in the
Christian Life Center. Hostesses will use a favorite television show as an
inspiration for their table decorations. A fashion show and jewelry boutique
will be presented by Em’z on Fifth Avenue of Mount Dora, and women will
have the opportunity to purchase accessories. There will also be door prizes
and a raffle. Tickets are $15.00.
A Little Ladies’ Royal Princess Tea for girls ages 4-10 will take place at the
same time in the Fellowship Hall. There will be special activities and foods
just for them. Tickets are $10.00.
Tickets may be obtained by calling or emailing Bonnie Litteral: 407-877-3525
or bblitteral@aol.com. All proceeds benefit the Missions Fund, Youth
Fellowship, and Young Christian Musicians Band.

This year’s PW Tea theme is “Tea and Telly.” Hostesses will draw
inspiration from their favorite television program.

Donations Needed for
PW Tea Raffle
Presbyterian Women is
currently accepting donations
of raffle items for this year’s
Tea, to be held on September
29th. Raffle items are
auctioned off, and proceeds
benefit the YCM Band. If you
have any items you’d like to
donate for our raffle, please
contact Kelly Parker via email
at flparker@centurylink.net.
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Session News
At its August meeting, the Session took the following actions:
•

Received reports from the Outreach, Property,
Administration/Stewardship, Mission, Worship, and
Fellowship Committees.

•

Had a discussion about the Rings of Care and the frustration
of some deacons with the rings and fellowship hour. It was
suggested we might want to have a joint meeting with the
deacons to review this ministry.

•

Declined one request for use of the building and approved a
request from the Hope Group.

•

Tabled several requests for use of the building because we
needed more information.

•

Reviewed the financial reports for June and July.

•

Briefly reviewed the church’s summer events.

•

Learned that the Preschool is at full capacity with 77 children
enrolled.

•

Had prayer for several folks suggested by the elders.

From the Pastor

New Officer Training

People sometimes talk about the “new
normal.” This term, in general, suggests that
most of us can adapt to any kind of change in
our lives. Couples get divorced, kids grow up
and leave home, a loved one passes away - all
these changes bring a new normal to our lives.
In time, most people adjust and move on. It’s not always easy to do so,
but the human spirit is incredibly resilient.
Societies and cultures can also undergo significant changes
that bring a new normal. But not all of these changes are good. I have
become concerned with the “new normal” in our society that
encourages ugly behavior, hateful language, and extreme partisan
politics. Social media bears a big part of the blame for this change, but
there are other causes as well.
What can we do to stop this decline? As I suggested in my
recent sermon series, engaging in acts of kindness and mercy go a
long way to putting the brakes on this behavior that has become more
acceptable. Jesus gave us one guideline that would make all the
difference in the world if more people followed his teaching. He said,
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Or, as it is
translated in the Good News Translation, “Do for others just what you
want them to do for you.”

Those elders and
deacons elected by the
congregation on August
26th are invited and
encouraged to attend a
Training Class led by
Pastor Bob on Saturday,
September 15th from
9:00 am until 11:30 am.
This class is where you
learn everything you need
to know to get started in
your service to the
church. The class will
meet in the Fellowship
Hall.

To stop the new normal from becoming a permanent norm,
more of us need to be kind and gracious to others. Let it start with us
and see what happens.
Finding it helpful to walk a mile in another person’s shoes,
Pastor Bob

“Let it start with us and see what happens.”
Financial Report
2018 Operating Budget: $476,378

2018 Giving/Income (Jan - Jul):

$271,074

2018 Expenses (Jan - Jul):

$233,194

Difference:

$37,880

“A new command I give
you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so
you must love one
another.”
-John 13:34 (NIV)

Thank you for your generosity to your church!
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Preschool Activities
We have started Chapel with
Pastor Bob! We sing songs
and have fun while learning
about the love of Jesus and
the word of the Bible. This
year, we are utilizing the
Jesus Storybook Bible in the
classrooms and in Chapel.
Pastor Bob debuted his
fabulous new sneakers with
light-up soles on our most
recent Chapel Wednesday,
much to the delight of the
children!

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
The Preschool is back and into our regular schedule of
activities! We currently have 76 children enrolled in the Preschool, with
many new families joining us. We have enjoyed three full weeks of
school and now we move into September!
The new NORA flooring and fresh paint in the CLC is now a year
old. It is hard to remember the carpeting and the white walls, but we do
not miss the carpet! Perhaps the Preschool needs to throw a birthday
party for the beautiful flooring? We do love parties!
Happy September to all!

Library with Ms. Yvonne is
also in full swing! Ms.
Yvonne works diligently to
select age appropriate
books for each class, in
keeping with our weekly
themes. The children delight
in their library time, listening
intently to Ms. Yvonne read
to them. Thank you, Ms.
Yvonne!

On Thursday, September
20th, we will celebrate our
annual Donuts for Dad. This
is always a fun event,
marked by a souvenir
photograph by Mr. Cecil
Ramsey and plenty of Donut
King donuts!

Clockwise from left: Ms. Jessica, Ms. Mary K., Ms. Mary M., Ms. Laurie, Ms. Amanda, Ms.
Kim, Ms. Colleen, Ms. Sarah, Mr. Yohan, Ms. Carissa, and Ms. Morgan.

Yankee Candle Fundraiser
The Preschool’s annual Yankee Candle Fundraiser is happening
now and concludes on Tuesday, September 11th. We hope you have
taken a minute to browse the catalog, either online or on paper, and
placed your order. We utilize the funds earned with the Yankee Candle
sale to purchase fun enhancements to the Preschool, such as new
alphabet carpet squares, center rugs, baby dolls, and other wonderful
materials for our classrooms.
The catalog can be accessed online at yankeecandlefundraising.com.
We also have extra paper catalogs in the church office. Please use our
group # 990052023 when placing your order. Thank you for continuing
to support our Preschool!
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Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning in room 105 at
9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then split into groups for the
lesson.
September Lessons:
9/2:
Consequences: Adam and Eve
9/9:
Safe:
Baby Moses
9/16: Back to Church Sunday Breakfast (No Sunday School classes)
9/23: Go:
The Burning Bush and the Plagues
9/30: Power:
The Red Sea

“Start children off on
the way they should go,
and even when they are
old they will not turn
from it.”
-Proverbs 22:6 (NIV)

Confirmation Classes begin Wednesday, September 5th with dinner at 5:30 pm.

Confirmation Class and Youth News
Pastor Bob is pleased to announce that he will be leading
a Confirmation Class this fall for all youth in grades 6 and above
who want to explore the idea of becoming a responsible, active
church member. The class will help students confirm the
baptismal vows made by their parents when they were baptized
(that’s where the name of the class comes from.)
We will be meeting on Wednesday evenings, beginning
with supper at 5:30 pm, and ending class at 7:30 pm. In blitzkrieg
fashion, we will cover a wide range of topics using a variety of
learning tools. In the past, students of the class have praised
Pastor Bob for his amazing teaching ability and his incredible
good looks.
If you have any questions about this class, please contact
Pastor Bob via email at revbob@oaklandpres.org.
In other Youth News, we are in the beginning stages of
planning for Sunday Fundays. One Sunday each month we will
get together for fun activities so that our Youth can get to know
each other and grow in faith. Our first activity will be a pool party
at the Fanning’s neighborhood pool. Date and time to be
announced - stay tuned for more information!

Request for Information College Students!

The church deacons are
requesting contact
information (email address
and mailing address) for all
of the college students in
our church family. From
time to time the deacons
will send out gift cards or
care packages to the
students, but we can’t
minister to them if we can’t
reach them! If you or your
child is in college, please
send their current contact
information to Ms. Tiffany
Goggans via email:
tiffany@oaklandpres.org.

Youth are invited to Sunday School with Charlie Joiner in
room 106 every Sunday at 9:45 am! We will discuss a variety of
topics to help students connect the Bible to their everyday life.
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
All women of the church are invited to attend our monthly
Ladies’ Lunch Out. We meet the second Wednesday of every
month at various restaurants in the West Orange area.
This month’s luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
September 12th at Calabria Ristorante and NY Style Pizza in
Clermont, located at CR 455 # 101 in the Publix Center.
If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know so
that she can reserve the correct number of seats. Joyce can be
reached via text or phone call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

Sewing Group
September Meetings

If you love to sew, knit,
or crochet (or if you’d
like to learn) we invite
you to join our sewing
group! We meet in the
Fellowship Hall, and we
have plenty of materials
and supplies!
September 3
No Yarn Works this day
due to the Labor Day
holiday
•

September 17
9:30 - 11:30 am

•

September 24
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
(bring your lunch!)
•

The monthly Ladies’ Luncheon will be held on
September 12th at Calabria Ristorante and NY Style
Pizza, located in Clermont.

Monthly Women’s Bible Study
The monthly Women’s Bible study led by Pastor Bob begins
its new curriculum on Monday, September 10th. All women of
the church are invited to attend this monthly meeting! The
class meets at 10:30 am for one hour in the Fellowship Hall.
The 2018-2019 Presbyterian Women/Horizons Bible
study is titled God’s Promise: I Am With You. In nine lessons,
this study traces God’s recurring promise of presence from
Genesis through the Gospels - from the beginning to the end
of the age. God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied
circumstances and to many different people throughout
scripture.

Throughout this study, participants will reflect on how
the promise of God’s presence speaks beyond the pages of
the Bible, to their own circumstances. Individually and as a
community, we will be encouraged to both see and seek
God’s presence with us in the extraordinary and the ordinary
experiences of our lives.
If you would like to attend this year’s study, please let
Pastor Bob know so that he can have enough materials
available. He can be reached at revbob@oaklandpres.org.
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Join us in worship this month as
Pastor Bob begins a new sermon
series!
The Great Commission
•

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
The monthly men’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on Tuesday,
September 18th at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The cook of the
month will provide a delicious meal, and our special guest speaker
will be our own Will Hawthorne, who will talk about his recent trip to
Cuba as a tourist. Come and hear all about our Caribbean neighbor
which has been off-limits for decades.

09/03

The Command and the PromiseMatthew 28:1-8, 16-20
•

09/09

The Message We Are Called to Share

Acts 2:29-39
•

09/16
You Belong Here
Luke 15:11-32

Don’t forget to purchase your new OPC shirt!

New Oakland Presbyterian
Church Shirts for Sale

With the recent update to our logo,
the Outreach Committee has also designed
a golf shirt and t-shirt for anyone who would like to
purchase them. The golf shirts are available in men’s and
women’s sizes and feature our new logo in embroidery. Tshirts have the logo screened on the back. Orders for
shirts are being taken on Sunday mornings in the church
narthex. Please see a Committee member for details and
pricing.

“Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
-Acts 2:38
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Travis Nornhold Earns Eagle Award
Thank You!
Troop 145 and Pack 978
would like to give a huge,
heartfelt thank you to
Oakland Presbyterian
Church for supporting our
program. If not for your
kindness, our program
wouldn’t be what it is. We
appreciate having the
wonderful campus to use
for our meetings and
some special events.

Congratulations to Travis Nornhold,
who recently completed the
requirements for the highest
advancement in the Boy Scouts, the
Eagle Award. Travis is an active
volunteer here at Oakland
Presbyterian Church, and we are all
proud of him for earning Eagle.
Troop 145 will celebrate Travis’
achievement with a Court of Honor
on Sunday, September 30, 2018 at
2:00 pm in the Christian Life Center.
We would be honored to welcome
our friends at Oakland Presbyterian.
Please join us!

News From the Boy Scouts
Boy Scouts Troop 145 has continued to stay busy over the
summer, meeting once a week and camping once a month. We are
currently working on the First Aid Merit Badge for the boys who do not
yet have it, as it is an Eagle required merit badge. In August, our troop
awarded its 31st Eagle scout since our formation in 2015. We can’t
wait to see who is next! In September, we will be holding the Eagle
Court of Honor for Travis Nornhold, and we will have a camping trip
locally on John’s Lake in Clermont.

News From the Cub Scouts
The Cub Scouts had a quiet summer, only meeting once a
month for a fun activity. Our big kickoff was held on August 20th, and it
brought some big changes! Our membership now includes girls and
children in Kindergarten. This will be a new adventure for all involved.
Cub Scouts have started off the year with two fundraisers popcorn and country meat sticks. If you’re interested in supporting our
fundraiser, please contact us at cubmaster.pack978@gmail.com.
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We will have a welcome back BBQ and rain gutter regatta on
Saturday, September 22nd at OPC. Children and an adult craft a
sailboat from a kit and then the children use a straw to blow it down the
rain gutter. It’s a race to the finish!

Compassion, Peace & Justice Symposium
The Mission Development Committee of the Central Florida
Presbytery invites you to the Florida Symposium 2018 for
Compassion, Peace, and Justice. The Symposium will be held
September 7-8 at Maitland Presbyterian Church, and is open to
ALL ages. All communities of faith, color, gender, and those
committed to work for a more compassionate, just, and peaceful
world are welcome!
To register for workshops and lectures or for additional
details, please visit http://www.cfpresbytery.org/serve.html or
call 386-589-9827.

CPJ Florida Symposium
2018
September 7-8
Maitland Presbyterian

341 N. Orlando Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751.

Landon is a graduate of the VPK program at Oakland Presbyterian Preschool!

Light Up for Landon - September 5
You might remember Landon and his mom, Brittany, from
the promotional video for our annual Mother’s Day Baskets.
Landon has been fighting leukemia since January 2017. He
graduated from our Preschool last May and is now in
Kindergarten next door at Oakland Avenue Charter School. He is
joyfully in remission now, but will continue a long-term
maintenance plan of treatments until 2020.
On Wednesday, September 5th at 5:30 pm, Winter
Garden’s City Hall will light up in gold lights to celebrate the
children who are battling cancer. Mayor John Rees will proclaim
September as Blood and Childhood Cancer Month in Winter
Garden. That same evening, beginning at 6:00 pm, Crooked Can
Brewing Company will donate a portion of proceeds to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
We hope you’ll consider going out to support our former
Preschool friend and this wonderful cause to help other children
in our community and across the nation.
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Looking Ahead
•

Oct. 7 - LEGO Club

•

Oct. 8 - Women’s Bible
study

•

Oct. 10 - Ladies’ Lunch Out

•

Oct. 13 - Bunco

•

Oct. 14 - Communion

•

Oct. 14 - Cubs Spaghetti
Lunch Fundraiser

•

Oct. 16 - Men’s Dinner

•

Oct. 18 - Session Mtg.

•

Oct. 20 - Oakland Heritage
Festival

•

Oct. 21 - OPC Fall Festival

•

Oct. 24 - Holy COW starts

“If you want your children to turn out well, spend twice as much time with
them, and half as much money.”
- Abigail Van Buren

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
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Dan Bray - Property Manager
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Michael Shortal - Director of Music
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
12p - Hope Group (FH)

2
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

3 - Labor Day
Church offices are closed
No Yarn Works this day
12p - Hope Group (FH)

4
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30p)

5
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

6
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

7
12p - Hope Group (FH)

8
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco (FH)
6p - Hope Group 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner (CLC, 49 pm)

9 - COMMUNION
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

10
10:30a - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30-11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH and SS
Classrooms, 6-8 pm)

11
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30p)
7p - Preschool Board meeting
(Room 107)

12
11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

13
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

14
12p - Hope Group (FH)

15
12p - Hope Group (FH)

16 - Back to Church Sunday
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Back to Church Breakfast
(CLC)
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

17
9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:30 11:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:30p - Staff Meeting
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH and SS
Classrooms, 6-8pm)
6p - Deacon Meeting (Room 107)

18
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC and SS
Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30p)

19
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

20
9a - Preschool Donuts for Dad
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session (FH)

21
12p - Hope Group (FH)

22
10a - Cub Scouts Rain Gutter
Regatta and BBQ (CLC and pavilion, 10a - 4p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

23
6p - Hope Group

24
10a - Sewing Group (FH, 1011:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8pm)

25
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30p)

26
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

27
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

28
9a - PW Tea set up (CLC, all day)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts Committee
meeting (FH, 6:30-8:30pm)

29
12p - Hope Group (Narthex)
2p - PW Tea (CLC and FH, 2-4:30
pm, with set up blocked all day)

30
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
2p - Eagle Scout Court of Honor
(CLC, 10:30 am - 5 pm)
6p - Hope Group (FH)
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