October 1, 2018

The Oakleaf

Fall Festival: Sunday, October 21, 2018
Here in central Florida, we all know that Fall doesn’t
really begin until at least late October! Join us for our Fall
Festival on Sunday, October 21 after the 11:00 am worship
service. This family-friendly event includes games for all
ages, hay rides with Mr. Jim, and a Cake Walk. A light lunch
will also be served in the Christian Life Center. Dress
casually for this event!
We are now seeking donations for the cake walk. If
you can provide a cake or dessert, please contact Tiffany
Goggans via phone at 407-656-4452 or via email at
tiffany@oaklandpres.org.
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We look forward to seeing everyone there!

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
FOR OCTOBER

• Oct. 7 - LEGO Club
• Oct. 7 - Blessing of
Animals
• Oct. 8 - Women’s
Bible study
• Oct. 10 - Ladies’
Lunch Out
• Oct. 14 - Cub Scouts
Spaghetti Luncheon
Fundraiser
• Oct. 14 - Communion
• Oct. 16 - Men’s
Fellowship Dinner
• Oct. 21 - FALL
FESTIVAL
• Oct. 24 - Holy COW
starts
• Oct. 28 - Boar’s Head
rehearsals begin

Blessing of the Animals - Sunday, October 7th
All well-behaved animals are invited to the Feast of Saint Francis for
a blessing of the animals on Sunday, October 7th at 4:00 pm. This brief
community service will take place in the pavilion next to the playground. The
service is open to the public and all creatures of our God and King are
invited.

St. Francis of
Assisi is the
patron saint of
animals and
ecology.

Children’s Choir News

The Children’s Junior
Choir will be
participating in our
11:00 am worship
service on Sunday,
October 21st. They will
be singing the Anthem:
Thanksgiving Canon by
Anna Laura Page.
Children’s Choirs will
NOT meet on October
31st.

Please note- no animals are permitted inside the church buildings.
Please park at the rear of the church by the Christian Life Center. Caged
animals must remain in their cages, and dogs and cats must be in a leash or
in a carrier. There will be pet waste bags and water available for your
convenience.
Please be sure to clean up after your pet if necessary, as the grassy
areas and playground will be full of the 50+ children who attend our
Preschool the very next day. Thank you!

Scholarship Recipient Betty Maxi
Sends Update
My name is Betty Maxi, and I was
one of the recipients for the scholarship
provided by Oakland Presbyterian
Church. The church provided me with the
funds to participate in a study abroad
opportunity with the University of South
Florida. I decided to study abroad in
Seoul, South Korea for one month. I
attended the International Summer
College at Ewha Womans University.
Through this program, I was able
to meet different people from all over the world. I was able to learn
Korean and Korean culture through my classes. South Korea is a
beautiful country with its own unique charms. I met five people during
my trip, and I still keep contact with them.
During my time in South Korea, I hiked for the first time up
Bukhansan Mountain. It took a lot of time and effort to reach the top,
but I made it! I also wore a traditional Korean dress, the Hanbok. My
friends and I got to spend time on Nami Island, which is a popular
destination. I also discovered many new and delicious foods.
I am very thankful towards Oakland Presbyterian Church for
providing me with a chance to take part in this once in a lifetime
opportunity!
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From the Pastor
We recently took a trip to the D.C. area to visit
our twin grandchildren for their second birthday. As we
often do, we flew to Reagan National Airport and took
the Metro to Fairfax. I will admit right away that my
wife is amazing. She can get around in the big city like
a pro. As for me, I’m more like Pa Kettle goes to the big
city - I am often lost and overwhelmed by the whole process.
We knew that we would need a Metro card to ride the train/subway. Pat
purchased a card months ago, and she thought we would both be able to use
the same card. Wrong! After she got me through the turnstile, she discovered
that she could not use the same card for herself. Each of us needed our own, so
she had to purchase another one.
As I thought about that experience, I realized it points to a spiritual
truth: in our relationship with God in Christ, we can’t get by on someone else’s
relationship. We each have to have our own “card,” so to speak. We are all
responsible for ourselves.
Someone else once put it this way: “God has no grandchildren.” While
we may be enriched and informed by what others have learned about God, we
need to cultivate our own relationship. No one else is responsible for our
spirituality.

Boar’s Head Update!
Boar’s Head rehearsals
begin at the end of
October. If you are a cast
or crew member, you will
receive a letter with
information on costume
and rehearsal schedules
soon!
Boar’s Head tickets will
go on sale in midOctober!

So don’t bank on using someone else’s Metro card when you go for a
ride in the big city. Take the time to get your own card. It’s the only way to
travel.
Thankful for a wife who has helped me navigate much of life,
-Pastor Bob

“In our relationship with God in Christ, we can’t get by on
someone else’s relationship.”

2018 Financial Update

2018 Operating Budget: $476,378
2018 Giving/Income (Jan - Aug): $304,200
2018 Expenses (Jan - Aug):

$272,988

Difference:

$31,212

Please join us in
extending our sympathy
to Roseanna Koppinger
and her family on the
loss of Roseanna’s
mother, Pearl Lucky.
Roseanna, you are in
our prayers.

Thank you for your generosity to your church!
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Yankee Candle
fundraiser. We received great support again this year for our annual fall
fundraiser. Thank you all for your enthusiasm!
We are told it is fall, but we’ve yet to see any evidence of this change
in seasons. It’s tough to teach our preschoolers about the four seasons when
it is always 90 degrees outside! But we’ve learned all about Autumn, and our
two-year-old class created beautiful art that reads “Autumn is a time to play!
Let’s thank God for every day!”

Preschool Children
Sing in Church!
The Preschool children
will sing in church at the
11:00 am service on
Sunday, October 21st. We
have invited all of our
Preschool families to
worship and then to join
in the fellowship and
festivities of the Fall
Festival.
We look forward to
sharing a snapshot view
into our Wednesday
Chapel experience with
Pastor Bob. We love
Chapel, and we have
some wonderful,
energetic singers this
year!

We end October with our
Halloween party and costume parade on
October 31st. We are blessed to have
several dads who are willing to volunteer
as our Scarecrow this year. Mr. Cecil
Ramsey will take photographs of all of
the children with the Scarecrow.

We wish everyone a very happy October!
-Laurie Templin

Our Halloween party and costume parade begin at 9:00 am on
October 31st!

Community Helpers Visit in October!
Our Preschool will be closed, along with Orange County Public
Schools, on Monday, October 15th and Friday, October 26th. Between those
dates, we will celebrate our Community Helpers with special guests from
the Oakland Fire Department, Police Department, and (our favorite for five
years running), the Mosquito Man.
Mr. Brett Elliott and his mosquito control partner, Rafael Melendez,
will make sure we are fully informed about these pests. Mosquito Man is
always informative and entertaining, and his information is vital to life in
Florida!
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Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning in room 105 at
9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then split into groups for the
lesson.
October Lessons:
10/7: Law:
The Ten Commandments
10/14: Faithful:
Joshua
10/21: Loyal:
Ruth and Naomi
10/28: Listen:
God Calls Samuel

“Don’t urge me to leave
you or to turn back
from you. Where you
go I will go, and where
you stay I will stay. Your
people will be my
people and your God
my God.”

-Ruth 1:16

Holy COW’s study is called The Bible From Scratch: The Old Testament For Beginners

Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)
October 24 - December 12, 2018
Join Dennis Salmon for a new adult faith formation class
titled The Bible From Scratch: The Old Testament For Beginners.
This Bible survey of the Old Testament will be offered at two
different times on Wednesdays beginning October 24th and
continuing through December 12th.
This overview is for adults who have - or fear they have little or no Bible knowledge. It begins with the assumption that
we can all learn something from studying the Bible!
Participants only need to commit to trying to attend each
week. It will be possible to miss one week and still keep up.
Each group will meet for one hour, either Wednesday
mornings from 10:00 - 11:00 or in the evenings from 6:15 - 7:15
pm.
We will need a minimum of eight participants in each
group, and there is a fee of $10
for the study material.

Please register by
calling the church office at 407
-656-4452 or emailing us at
welcome@oaklandpres.org.
The $10 fee can be brought to
the first class.

LEGO Club
Sunday, October 7
Join our LEGO Club
on Sunday, October 7th
from 2-4 pm in the Christian
Life Center. The LEGO Club
is FREE and open to all
ages. In addition to plenty
of LEGOs, we have Duplo
blocks for younger children.
There is also a racing ramp
for racing Lego cars! We
hope you can join us for fun
and fellowship.
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
All women of the church are invited to attend our monthly
Ladies’ Lunch Out. We meet the second Wednesday of every
month at various restaurants in the West Orange area.
This month’s luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
October 10 at 11:30 am. We are meeting at Longhorn
Steakhouse in Winter Garden, located at 3118 Daniels Rd.
If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know so
that she can reserve the correct number of seats. Joyce can be
reached via text or phone call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

Sewing Group
October Meetings

If you love to sew, knit,
or crochet (or if you’d
like to learn) we invite
you to join our sewing
group! We meet in the
Fellowship Hall, and we
have plenty of materials
and supplies!
October 1
Yarn Works
10:00 - 11:30 am
•

October 15
Sewing
9:30 - 11:30 am
•

October 22
Sewing
9:30 - 11:30 am
•

The monthly Ladies’ Luncheon will be held on
October 10th at 11:30 am at Longhorn Steakhouse in
Winter Garden.

Monthly Women’s Bible Study
The monthly Women’s Bible study led by Pastor Bob meets
again on Monday, October 8th at 10:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall. All women of the church are invited to attend this
monthly meeting!
The 2018-2019 Presbyterian Women/Horizons Bible
study is titled God’s Promise: I Am With You. In nine lessons,
this study traces God’s recurring promise of presence from
Genesis through the Gospels - from the beginning to the end
of the age. God’s “I am with you” promise is spoken in varied
circumstances and to many different people throughout
scripture.

Throughout this study, participants will reflect on how
the promise of God’s presence speaks beyond the pages of
the Bible, to their own circumstances. Individually and as a
community, we will be encouraged to both see and seek
God’s presence with us in the extraordinary and the ordinary
experiences of our lives.
If you missed the first week, that is OK! Just let Pastor
Bob know you’d like to join in so he can order you a study
book. He can be reached at revbob@oaklandpres.org.
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Join us in worship this month as
Pastor Bob continues his latest
sermon series!

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
The monthly men’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on Tuesday,
October 16th at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will be joined
by Sergeant Tony Vitale of the Oakland Police Department and
his K9, Chase. Sgt. Vitale will be speaking to us about the K9
program. We will see you then for a delicious dinner and good
fellowship.

•

•

Money Matters
09/30 (audio available on our
website!)
Where It All Begins
Exodus 34:18-28
10/07
Three Principles: First Fruits,
Generosity, and Regularity

•

Proverbs 3:9-10
Mark 12:41-44
1 Corinthians 16:1-4
10/14
Leaving a Legacy
Joshua 24:1-15

Be “camera ready” on Sundays in October!

New Pictorial Directory
In the Works!

“Honor the Lord with
your wealth,
With the firstfruits of all
your crops;
Then your barns will be
filled to overflowing,

Cecil Ramsey will be taking photographs of our congregation
for the pictorial directory. We would like to get updated photos
of all of our current church members and families, as well as
our newer members and all of our regular visitors. If you would
like to be included in the directory, please be prepared to stay
and have your photo taken on one of the following Sundays:
•

October 7

•

October 21

•

October 28

And your vats will brim
over with new wine.”
-Proverbs 3:9-10
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Spaghetti Lunch and Ice Cream Bar Fundraiser
Sunday, October 14th in the CLC
The Cub Scouts invite the Oakland Presbyterian
Church congregation to our annual spaghetti lunch
and ice cream bar fundraiser on Sunday, October 14th
at 12:00 pm in the Christian Life Center. There is no
set price for the lunch, but all donations are gratefully
accepted. We hope to see you all there!

News From Cub Scouts Pack 978
We have kicked off our new scouting year welcoming
girls and kindergarten children. After a recruitment event, we
have grown our Pack by 24 new scouts! Monday nights, the halls
are busy with many little feet learning their way through the Cub
Scout adventure. We will be holding a training day to help all of
our new and returning Den Leaders be fully prepared for the year
ahead. The Den Leader training is scheduled for Saturday,
October 6th from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm in the Oakland
Presbyterian CLC.
Come out and see our Cubs at Oakland Heritage Festival
on Saturday, October 20th. We will hold the opening flag
ceremony, and you can find us afterwards selling fundraising
items at our booth.
Our Scouts and their families will be taking a camping trip
this month to Anastasia Island, and we can’t wait!

News From Boy Scout Troop 145
The Boy Scouts continue our weekly meetings on
Tuesday evenings. We have one camping adventure planned in
the month of October. You will find us pitching in and being of
service wherever needed at the Oakland Heritage Festival on
October 20th. Stop by and say hello!
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Oakland Heritage & Wildlife Festival 2018
October 20th, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Speer Park
You are invited to the 21st annual Oakland Heritage & Wildlife
Festival on Saturday, October 20, 2018. The free festival celebrates
the cultural and natural history of the Lake Apopka basin and Central
Florida. Come enjoy a day of food, entertainment, merchants, and
family fun!

The YCM Band, led by Amy
Duncan, will be performing
at this year’s Oakland
Heritage Festival. Stop by
the main stage at 10:15 am
to hear them play!

Oakland Presbyterian Church will have two booths open at the
Heritage Festival. Come visit our LEGO Club leaders and members of
our Outreach Committee. There may even be a costumed character
from the Boar’s Head roaming the grounds. Come say hello!

Oakland Heritage Festival is Saturday, October 20th at Speer
Park from 10 am - 5 pm

Session News
At its September meeting, the Session took the following action:
• Received a lot of reports from different committees.
• Reviewed the Financial Report given by Derek Blakeslee.
• Heard about several projects being pursued by the Property Committee,
including new flooring for the pastor’s study, an update of the sound
system and purchase of a digital camera for use in worship, and
replacing the hardware on some of our new doors.
• Reviewed the summary of the meeting on youth ministry and agreed to
pursue the hiring of a part-time person to help us lead us in our student
ministry.
• Learned that our Cub Scout Pack has grown from 24 to 48 children and
we have a new Cub Scout, Greg Zimmerman.
• Heard that the Confirmation class has 8 youth attending the class. Each
student has been assigned an adult mentor to work with them. Pastor
Bob is teaching the class.
• Approved the recommendation that we partner with the Christian
Service Center in placing a Love Pantry in the Oakland Avenue Charter
School. Our church will be the sponsoring organization that pays for the
pantry. Food for the pantry will come from the Second Harvest Food
Bank. Once in place, staff at the school will be able to send food home
with children when they suspect there is a need.
• Approved the request of Laurie Hallock to start a Lego Robotics club at
our church beginning in January. The group will meet on Thursday
evenings and use two of our classrooms for their meetings.
• Approved several requests for use of the building.
• Said goodbye to 4 elders completing their term of service: Shannon
Elswick, Judith Ramsey, Laurie Renaud, and Don Wingate.
• Had prayer for several folks suggested by the elders.

Central Florida
Presbytery
Children &
Families Event

Central Florida Presbytery is
hosting a children and families
event for elementary-aged
children and their families at
the Oakland Nature Preserve
on Saturday, October 27, 2018
from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Admission is $5.00 each for
adults and children.
Please pay in advance through
the CF Presbytery website at
http://www.cfpresbytery.org/
connect.html
Registration Deadline: Monday,
October 22nd.
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Looking Ahead
•

Nov.3 - LEGO Club

•

Nov. 4 - PW Thank Offering
Soup Potluck

•

Nov. 4 - Boar’s Head
rehearsals

•

Nov. 6 - Election Day

•

Nov. 10 - Bunco

•

Nov. 11 - Communion

•

Nov. 11 - Veterans Day
Luncheon with YCM Band
performance

•

Nov. 11 - Boar’s Head
rehearsals

•

Nov. 14 - Ladies’ Lunch Out

•

Nov. 20 - Men’s Fellowship
Dinner

•

Nov. 22 - 23 - Offices closed
in observance of
Thanksgiving holiday

•

Nov. 25 - Christ the King

“Humility is the beginning of true intelligence.”
-John Calvin
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