October 2017
Fall Festival - October 22
Join us for our Fall Festival on Sunday, October 22 after
our 11:00 am worship service. Our family friendly event includes
games, hay rides, face painting, and our famous Cake Walk. A
light lunch will also be served in the Christian Life Center.
We are soliciting donations for our cake walk. If you can
provide a cake or dessert, please contact Tiffany Goggans via
phone at 407-656-4452 or via email at tiffany@oaklandpres.org.
We look forward to seeing everyone there!

Women’s Morning Bible Study
Begins Monday, October 9
Pastor Bob’s morning Bible Study
for women was canceled last month due
to Hurricane Irma’s timing. However, we
are ready to launch on Monday, October
9th at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
We welcome all women of the
church and community to join us for an
engaging and insightful series. This year,
our curriculum is titled “Cloud of
Witnesses: The Community of Christ in
Hebrews.” The study features stories
about women who have been witnesses
to faith.

Cub Scouts Spaghetti Luncheon
October 8th at 12:00 pm
Cub Scout Pack 978 invites you to attend a Spaghetti
Luncheon in the Christian Life Center following the
11:00 worship service on Sunday, October 8. They
will be serving spaghetti, salad, rolls, and an ice
cream bar for dessert. Donations will be gratefully
accepted. We hope to see you there!
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Men’s Fellowship Dinner
The monthly men’s fellowship dinner will be held
on Tuesday, October 17th, at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Wayne Yarbor will be our Master Chef this month,
and there will be a brief program during the dinner.
All men of the church and community are welcome
to join us for an evening of good food and fellowship!
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October Donation Drive for
Mother’s Day Baskets
Pens, Notepads, Stationery
Throughout the year, the Mission
Committee is collecting items for our annual
Mother’s Day Basket mission project which
will take place in May 2018. In October, they
are asking for donations of pens, notepads,
and/or stationery supplies.

Bins will be available throughout the
month in the narthex and lobby. Thank you
for your generosity to this heartwarming
project!

Ladies’ Lunch Out

Sewing Group Dates and Times
for October
•

Oct. 2: 10:00 am - 11:30 am, Yarn Works

•

Oct. 16: 9:30 - 11:30 am, all sewing types

•

Oct. 23: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, all sewing types
*bring your lunch!

All women of the church who love to sew, knit,
or crochet or who want to learn this useful skill
are welcome to join us. We enjoy each other’s
company as we work together to complete various mission projects.

The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held
on Wednesday, October 11th, at 11:30 am. We
are meeting at Rosallie Le French Café in downtown Winter Garden. The Café is located at 141 W.
Plant St.
We meet the second Wednesday of every
month, and all ladies of the church are welcome.
If you plan to attend this month, please let Joyce
Mullins know by contacting her via text or phone
call at 407-963-8543 or via
email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
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SESSION NEWS

From the Pastor
Hurricane Irma reminded us that it is good to have a
shelter when storms come our
way. For the 5th time since we
moved here 15 years ago, Pat
and I boarded up our windows and took refuge in
our rather large master bathroom - a room that
has no windows.
We felt relatively safe there, even as the
wind and rain buffeted our home for the duration
of the storm. And we survived because we had a
strong and safe place of refuge.
Scripture tells us in Psalm 46 that God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Even more so than a physical building
that serves as a place of shelter during a
hurricane, our God is able to protect us from the
storms of life that attack us with their fierce fury.
I am grateful for the ways in which God
has watched over me, protected me, and
delivered me time and time again in my life.
Because God is with us, we need not fear.
God is able and willing to do what He can to give
us shelter.
Thankful for my refuge and strength,
Pastor Bob

At the September meeting of Session, our elders took
the following actions:
• Heard the report of the Property Committee given
by George Warden. He noted that many volunteers
came to help clean up the church yard after hurricane Irma. It does not appear that our church sustained any damage from the storm, just a lot of tree
debris.
• Received the Treasurer’s report given by Derek
Blakeslee. Income continues to exceed expenses for
the year to date through August. Contributions to
the capital campaign are still coming in, as well.
• Elected Al Passwater to be our elder commissioner
to the Presbytery meeting in October. The meeting
was postponed from September because of Irma.
• Learned from the Outreach Committee that our
church is going to have a booth at Light Up Winter
Garden this year, in part to promote the Boar’s
Head, but also to share information about our
church.
• Received reports from the Worship, Christian Ed,
Fellowship, and Mission Committees, as well as
from the Deacons and the Preschool.
• Learned that our new website is up and running, but
still being tweaked. The new website will enable us
to offer online giving.
• Had a discussion about where we might locate the
LEGO mural of the Last Supper. No decision was
made at this meeting. The Session wants some time
to think about its permanent placement.
• Heard about the Parenting for Faith class to be led
by Pastor Bob and Pat Hines, to start October 8.
• Said goodbye to the five elders rotating off Session
and presented them with a mug filled with candy.
• Closed our meeting with prayer for a number of
people and concerns that were shared with Session
at the start of our meeting.

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Aug): $285,166
2017 Expenses (Jan-Aug):
$261,408
Difference:
$23,758

Our income is currently exceeding our expenses.
Thank you for your generosity to our church!
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We are so happy to be back to school after Hurricane Irma! We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to all the wonderful friends who cleared the branches and debris off the outdoor space surrounding the CLC and our Preschool home. There was no evidence of a storm when the children returned
to school!
We were delighted to start our first day back to school after Irma with our first library visit with
Ms. Yvonne Davis. The children were all surprised and happy to add library time to their weekly routine.
Thank you, Ms. Yvonne!
Our second day back to school welcomed Donuts for Dads. We are so blessed to have Mr. Cecil
Ramsey take photos of all our children with their Dads (or stepdads, uncles, grandparents, brothers,
neighbors, or even Moms). This photo is a special memento of the occasion, and the Donut King donuts
make everyone’s morning.
Tremendous thanks to everyone who participated in our Yankee Candle fundraiser! We received
great support and beat our previous fundraising record. Thank you for your enthusiasm!
The Preschool children will sing in church at the 11:00 am service on Sunday, October 22nd,
followed by the fellowship and fun of Fall Festival. We look forward to sharing a snapshot view into our
Wednesday Chapel experience with Pastor Bob. We love Chapel!
We end the month of October with a favorite - our Halloween party and costume parade! Our
Scarecrow, Mr. Kyle Creeden, will be back again this year to take photos with the children. Mr. Kyle’s two
children attend our VPK and two-year-old classes. Our Scarecrow is not really scary at all! Mr. Cecil
Ramsey will take wonderful photos of our event, capturing another treasured keepsake for the families
of the Preschool.
Happy October!
Preschool Director, Laurie Templin

October 31, 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the start
of the Protestant Reformation, when Martin Luther posted his “95
Theses” on a church door in Germany. His ideas opposing certain
teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic Church led to a
monumental shift in Christianity.
Along with other reformers, Luther taught that Scripture is
the supreme authority for the believer; that salvation comes by
grace alone, through faith alone; and that baptism gives all full
access to God in Christ, so there’s no need for an intermediary
such as a pope, priest, or saint.
Those who protested church practices became known as
Protestants, and eventually, multiple denominations arose Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Anglicanism, and others.
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Sermon Series

Pastor Bob’s current sermon series, The Biggest Buts of the Gospel, will continue through the month of
October. Join us for the following messages:
•
•
•
•
•

Oct. 01: Matthew 15:1-20
Oct. 08: Matthew 16:13-20
Oct. 15: Matthew 19:1-12
Oct. 22: Matthew 23:1-7, 23-28
Oct. 29: Matthew 22:23-33

But What Comes Out of the Mouth …
But What About You - Who Do You Say That I Am?
But It Was Not This Way from the Start
But What’s Under the Hood?
The God of the Living

Ticket Sales Start Soon!
Be a Part of the Celebration - the Boar’s Head Pageant’s 5-Year Anniversary!
Performance dates:

Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 4:00 pm

Tickets will be available at worship beginning Sunday, October 22!
We have “save the date” postcards available in the church office if anyone
would like to pass them around to friends and family to spread the word!

Camera Club - October 16, 6:30 pm

Lego Club Meeting
October 1, 2 pm
The regular monthly meeting of the Oakland
Presbyterian Lego Users Group will be held
Sunday, October 1st at 2:00 pm in the Christian
Life Center. All ages are welcome!

Photography amateurs and professionals are
invited to join the monthly meetings of the OPC
Camera Club to learn more about and practice
the art of digital photography. This class is led
by Cecil Ramsey and usually meets the third
Monday of the month at 6:30 pm.
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Wednesday Night Faith Formation Learning Centers
Did you know that throughout the school year, children participate in learning centers on
Wednesday nights during our Children’s Choir meetings? When not rehearsing with Ms. Bonnie, the kids
get to participate in different activities led by various center managers. One center manager might be
leading a game of Bibleopoly. Another manager might be teaching children about the Armor of God using
dress up materials. In learning centers, the invitation is given not for play in general, but for play with the
language of God and God’s people. Through this powerful language and through the community of players gathered together, we hear the deepest invitation of all- an invitation to come play with God. To learn
more about this program, check out the bulletin board outside Tiffany’s office to see the learning centers
in action.
Our next evening with learning centers will be on October 18th. If you are interested in serving as
a center manager, contact Tiffany Goggans (tiffany@oaklandpres.org) or Judith Ramsey
(jwramsey4566@gmail.com).
New Sunday School Class series - Parenting for Faith
Pastor Bob and Pat Hines are offering a new
Sunday School class for parents of young children. This
class begins Sunday, October 8, and will run for several
weeks. The goal of this class is to provide resources and
support for those parents who want to share and teach
the Christian faith to their children. Because the class
meets on Sundays at 9:45 am, we have built in child
care! We offer a wonderful children’s Sunday School
program, and we have nursery care available for ages 3
and younger. If you have any questions or would like
additional details about what this class will cover,
please email Pastor Bob at revbob@oaklandpres.org.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: Out of Chaos, Hope
The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance organization is currently responding to the Mexico Earthquakes, the
Northwestern United States fires, and Hurricanes Irma, Maria, and Harvey. If you would like to assist
those who have been affected by one or all of these natural disasters, please visit https://pda.pcusa.org
to make a tax-deductible donation. The PDA uses all designated funds it receives to support relief and
recovery efforts. PDA does not charge, nor do they receive, administrative fees on designated gifts for
disaster response. If you prefer to mail your contribution, the address is:
Presbyterian Church (USA) PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
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Looking Ahead - November

2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

November 1:
November 4:
November 7:
November 8:
November 11:
November 12:
November 13:
November 21:
November 23:
November 26:

The
2 The

All Saint’s Day
LEGO Club, 2 pm (CLC)
Election Day
Ladies’ Lunch Out
Veterans Day
Veterans Day Potluck Luncheon, 12 pm (CLC)
Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am (FH)
Men’s Fellowship Dinner
Thanksgiving Day (Church offices closed November 23 and 24)
Christ the King Sunday

JUNE / JULY 2010
A Prayer for Neighborliness
O God, we pray for a broader vision of the
needs of humanity, and a deeper compassion to fill
those needs; for a planting of the seeds of concern for
all humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells
of generosity. May we live together as people who
have been forgiven a great debt. May we be gentle,
walking softly with one another. May we be understanding, lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow or
cause to flow needless tears. May we be as anxious
for the rights of others as we are for our own. May we
be as eager to forgive as we are to seek forgiveness.
May … our love … be like Yours - a love that sees all
people as Your children and our kin. May we be ministers of humanity.
- Peter Marshall

JUNE / JULY 2010
The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Office Administrator * Stacey Gillespie
Business Manager * Alecia Spence

Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

October 2017
1

2
10a - Yarn Works (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

3
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
10:30a - Citrus Growers (FH, 10:30a 2:00p)
12p - Hope Group (Choir room)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

4
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

5
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

6

7

12p - Hope Group (FH)

10a - Girl Scouts Pinewood Derby
(CLC, 10a - 5p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

8 - COMMUNION

9

10

11

12

13

14

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Cub Scouts Spaghetti Luncheon
(CLC)

10:30a - Women’s Bible Study (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (CLC)
12p - Hope Group (Choir room)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC)
7p - Preschool Board Meeting
ELECTION DAY

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch (Rosallie Le
French Café in WG )
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Scouts Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco (FH)

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
2p - LEGO Club (CLC)
3p - Girl Scouts (FH, 3 - 5 pm)

COLUMBUS DAY
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:3011:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Scouts Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
2:30p - PW Bible Study (Parlor)

NO SCHOOL - OCPS

OAKLAND HERITAGE DAY

22 - OPC FALL FESTIVAL

23

24

25

26

27

28

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service - Children’s
Junior Choir sings during worship, Preschool children sing during worship

10a - Sewing Group (FH, 10:00 am 2:00 pm)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC)
7p - Deacons Meeting (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

29

30

12p - Hope Group (Choir)
4p - Staff meeting
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

31 - HALLOWEEN

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12:15p - CE Small Group Mtg (CLC,
12:15 - 2:30pm)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
9a - Preschool Halloween Party
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

