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CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS FOR
NOVEMBER
• Nov. 3 - LEGO Club
• Nov. 4 - PW Lunch
• Nov. 6 - Election Day
• Nov. 11 - Communion
• Nov. 11 - Veterans Day
Luncheon with YCM
Band
• Nov. 14 - Ladies’
Lunch Out
• Nov. 20 - Men’s
Fellowship Dinner
• Nov. 22 Thanksgiving holiday
• Nov. 22-23 - church
offices closed

Presbyterian Women Thank Offering Luncheon
On Sunday, November 4th, our Presbyterian
Women group invites you to a soup and sandwich potluck
luncheon at 12:00 pm in the Christian Life Center. We will
hear about Mission Haven, a ministry of PW that provides
affordable short-term housing and hospitality to mission
co-workers of the PCUSA.
Soup and beverages will be provided. Please bring
two sandwiches to add to the meal. All are welcome!

Mission Haven provides affordable short-term housing to mission co-workers of
the PCUSA.

Children’s Choir News

The Children’s Junior
Choir will sing in
worship with the
Sanctuary Choir on
Sunday, November 11th
at the 11:00 worship
service.
Children’s Choirs will
not rehearse on
Wednesday, November
21st due to the
Thanksgiving holiday.
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Deacon Star Board
It’s time for our annual Deacon Star Board. Beginning
November 18th, the Star Board will be set up in the church lobby
during the week and in the narthex on Sundays. Please take a star
from the tree and then return it with a $25 gift card to Publix, Walmart,
or Target by Sunday, December 9th.
The gift cards will be distributed by Pastor Bob to
underprivileged families in our church family and community. Thank
you for helping to brighten someone’s Christmas!

From the Pastor
Last month I wrote about our adventures in riding
the Metro in D.C. I’d like to share another story
about using public transportation in a big city this one about riding the subway in New York City.
At one time, our son lived in Queens and worked
in Harlem. When we went to visit him, most times
he would meet us at the airport and help us navigate our way to his
apartment.
On one occasion, however, he couldn’t meet us. We had to make
our own way from Kennedy airport to Harlem to meet him at a work
event. So we got on a train that we thought was going into the city, only
to discover that it was headed in the opposite direction, toward Long
Island. At the next stop, we got off the train and looked for one headed
in the right direction.
As we attempted to get on the train, a stranger told us that the
train we were trying to board was out of order and wasn’t going
anywhere. With his help, we finally managed to get on the correct train.
And, I am proud to report, we made it to our destination in time for the
event. We did it all by ourselves (and with a little help from a stranger)!
But getting on the right train was the key.

Boar’s Head Canceled
Due to mitigating
circumstances, we have
decided to cancel this
year’s Boar’s Head
Pageant. We realized that
changes we wanted to
make to the show would
not come together in time
to put on a polished
production. Whether or
not the show returns next
year has yet to be
determined.

What this experience taught me is that not all trains go in the
same direction. You have to choose the right train, going in the right
direction. And some trains don’t go anywhere.
Sometimes you hear people say, “all roads go to the same
place,” suggesting that it doesn’t matter what path we choose in life. But
Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” This suggest strongly that we
have one sure path that leads to God the Father. So, it does matter what
path we choose, what train we get on, what direction we seek. I learned
that from real life experience in the NYC subway system.
Thankful for those who have helped me to get on the right train,
-Pastor Bob

2018 Financial Update
2018 Operating Budget: $476,378

Please join us in
extending our sympathy
to the family of Janet
Myers, who passed away
on October 7th. We
celebrated Jan with a
memorial service on
October 13th.

2018 Giving/Income (Jan -Sept): $341,844
2018 Expenses (Jan - Sept):
$309,890
Difference:
$31,954
Thank you for your generosity to your church!
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Preschool Closure
Dates for November
The Preschool will be
closed the week of
November 19 - 23 in
observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Preschool to Participate
in Food Drive

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
It’s November! We are so very blessed throughout the year. We
thank all of our Preschool Parents for sharing the joy of their children
with us.
We have much gratitude for the members of the congregation
and Preschool friends who supported our Yankee Candle Fundraiser.
Your purchases will give us the funds to add some wonderful
materials to the Preschool. We will have a final dollar amount to share
in December. Thank you!
-Laurie Templin

In November, the
Preschool will be
contributing to the
Christian Service Center
food drive. We will have
our own blue shopping
cart in the CLC, and our
Preschool families can
bring in as many
nonperishable items as
they choose. We are
looking forward to giving
back with this mission
project!

Our Thanksgiving Feast is Thursday, November 15th.

Thanksgiving Feast with Pastor Bob
Each November, the Preschool children share a Thanksgiving
Feast with Pastor Bob. We enjoy some pizza as we learn about
giving thanks for all our many blessings. We also incorporate good
manners, which we have been learning about in our classes. The
annual feast, hosted by Pastor Bob, will take place on Thursday,
November 15th.
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Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning in room
105 at 9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then split into
groups for the lesson.
November Lessons:
11/4: Heart
David is Anointed
11/11: Fearless
David and Goliath
11/18: Sanctuary
Kings David and Solomon
11/25: Sheep
The Lord is My Shepherd

“All those gathered here
will know that it is not
by sword or spear that
the Lord saves”
-1 Samuel 17:47a

Love never fails. - 1 Corinthians 13:8

Sermons in November
Join us in worship in the month of
November for the following
messages from Pastor Bob:

•

November 4:

1 Corinthians 13
The Language of Love

•

November 11:

Ephesians 6:10-20

The Struggle Against the Spiritual Forces of Evil
•

November 18:

Psalm 136 and Luke 17:11-19
An Attitude of Gratitude

•

November 25:

Guest Minister this week

LEGO Club
Saturday, November 3
Join our LEGO Club on
Saturday, November 3rd
from 2-4 pm in the Christian
Life Center. Please note that
the date is for Saturday this
month, not Sunday.
The LEGO Club is FREE and
open to all ages. In addition
to plenty of LEGOs, we have
Duplo blocks for younger
children. There is also a
racing ramp for racing Lego
cars! We hope you can join
us for fun and fellowship.
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
All women of the church are invited to attend our monthly
Ladies’ Lunch Out. We meet the second Wednesday of every
month at various restaurants in the West Orange area.
This month’s luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
November 14th at 11:30 am. We are meeting at the Olive
Garden in Clermont, located at 2495 S. Highway 27.
If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know so
that she can reserve the correct number of seats. Joyce can be
reached via text or phone call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

The monthly Ladies’ Luncheon is November 14th at the Clermont Olive Garden.

Sewing Group November Meetings
Women’s Bible
Study
The monthly Women’s
Bible study led by
Pastor Bob meets again
on Monday, November
12th at 10:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. All
women of the church
are invited to attend
this monthly meeting!
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If you love to sew, knit, or crochet (or if you’d like to learn) we
invite you to join our sewing group! We meet in the Fellowship
Hall, and we have plenty of materials and supplies!
•

November 5
Yarn Works
10:00 - 11:30 am

•

November 19
Sewing
9:30 - 11:30 am

•

November 26
Sewing
9:30 - 11:30 am

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
The monthly men’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on
Tuesday, November 20th at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
We will be joined by guest speaker, Cort Templin, who will be
giving a presentation about his recent hiking trip in
Yosemite.

Poinsettia Orders

It is time to consider
purchasing a poinsettia for this
year’s Advent display in the
chancel area.

Pictorial Directories go on sale in late November!

Pictorial Directory On
Sale Soon

Over the past month, Cecil
Ramsey and Lucien Henriques have been taking photos of our
congregation for our updated pictorial directory. The photos will
be uploaded to Shutterfly soon so that we can create the books.
We will begin taking orders for the directories in late November,
so stay tuned for communication regarding cost. There will not
be a deadline for ordering, though we will place orders in
batches, so be sure to get in on the first group of orders if you’d
like a copy!

The plants will be in place for
the December 9th worship
services and will remain
through Christmas Eve. You
may honor or memorialize
someone by contributing one
or more plants.
The cost per plant is $6.
Envelopes will be available for
orders beginning November
11th.
You will be able to fill out the
order form on the front of the
envelope and include your
payment inside.
The dedications for each
poinsettia will be printed in our
Christmas Eve worship
bulletins. The deadline to order
is Friday, November 30th.
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Hurricane Michael
Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance
If you would like to
contribute to the PDA’s
response to Hurricane
Michael, please visit
pda.pcusa.org and click
directly on the hurricane’s
response page. If you
prefer to mail in your
donation, here is the
mailing address.
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)

P.O. Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264

Food Drive
Throughout the month
of November, Oakland
Presbyterian Church is hosting
a food drive to fill the shelves of the Christian Service
Center. Our donations of nonperishable items go to help
the Daily Bread and Love Pantry programs, both of which
help local families and individuals in need.

Look for the blue shopping carts located throughout
the church, and let’s fill them up!

Designate your gift in the
memo line to DR000194.

The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is currently responding to many crises,
including the Flint Water crisis, Hurricane Michael, and the California mudslides.

Central Florida Presbytery Book Club
Looking for some fresh inspirational reading? The
Central Florida Presbytery Book Club may be your answer!
The latest selection is titled Inspired: Slaying Giants,
Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel
Held Evans.
The book club meets in person regularly, but you can use
their book choices to guide your own reading schedule.
Their most recent selections have been:
• Always with Us?: What Jesus Really Said about the Poor
by Liz Theoharis
• Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging
and the Courage to Stand Alone by Brene Brown
• Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies to Help Young
People Discover and Love Your Church by Kara Powell,
Jake Mulder, and Brad Griffin.
For more information and for more book choices, visit
www.cfpresbytery.org/book-club.html
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Stewardship 2019 Campaign
Celebrate Our Church
We are in the home stretch for this
year’s Stewardship Campaign - Celebrate
our Church. On October 28th, Financial
Commitment cards were handed out in
worship. If you have not received a card
and would like to fill one out, you can pick
one up at the church office or call us and
request that one be mailed to you. You can also download a copy to
print at home by clicking HERE.

As part of our campaign, people have shared some things that
make our church so special to them. Things like our amazing staff,
our adult Sunday school classes, some of our ministries and
programs (like the Ladies’ Lunch, LEGO Club, Men’s Prayer Breakfast,
Preschool, and Sewing). When asked to share what they would brag
about regarding our church, most people mentioned how welcoming
we are. These are all wonderful things to celebrate, showing that God
is doing great things in our midst.

Reminder:
Election Day is
Tuesday,
November 6th

Oakland Presbyterian
Church is a polling location
on Election Day, so the
Fellowship Hall will be
unavailable all day. Groups
who use the building on
Tuesdays will be relocated
to other rooms. Thank you
for your understanding and
cooperation!

The Stewardship Committee is asking everyone to fill out their
cards ASAP and return them to the church. You can slip them inside
an envelope and then put the in the offering plate on Sunday, or get
them to the church office (via mail or personal delivery). The Session
uses this information to create the budget at its December meeting.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and support.

Session News
At its October meeting, the Session took the following actions:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Welcomed new elders Bruce Graebner, David Kirwan, Phil
Leopold, and Michael McGinnis to the Session.
Received reports from different committees.
Reviewed the Financial Report prepared by Derek Blakeslee.
Approved the recommendation of the Preschool Board to appoint
Jimmie Atwill to the Board for a 3-year term. She is replacing
Wayne Wincey, who has served 6 consecutive years and is
rotating off.
Continued our discussion about leadership in youth ministry.
Approved two requests for baptism.
Heard an update on the Love Pantry project that we are funding
at the Oakland Avenue Charter School. This is being done in
partnership with the Christian Service Center.
Reviewed the report on the most recent presbytery meeting
attended by Al Passwater.
Had prayer for several folks suggested by the elders.

Office Closures
The church offices will be
closed November 22 and 23
in observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday. The
staff of OPC wishes you
and your loved ones a joyful
and prayerful Thanksgiving!
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Staff Contact
Information
Church Phone
407-656-4452

Frequently Asked Questions
Here are answers to some of the most frequently
asked questions we get from our church family.
•

How do I sign up to provide flowers? Thank you for
wanting to provide flowers! We have a poster on the
bulletin board in the lobby. The 2019 signups should be up
very soon. You write in your name on the Sunday for which
you’d like to provide an arrangement AND include in
whose memory or honor you’d like them to be attributed.
The week prior, Stacey will email or call you to remind you
and to confirm your dedication. Florist information is
listed above the sign up poster, or you are welcome to
create your own or purchase from a grocery store.

•

Are Pastor Bob and Pat really vegan? Like, 100%? Yes,
totally vegan and totally committed. But try not to gush
over the delicious barbecue you just ate when they’re
around.

•

Can I borrow the church’s equipment/furniture? Of course
you can, but we have a process for that. There is a
property sign-out sheet located in the office. Please stop
by during office hours to sign out anything you need to
take off church grounds, being sure to include when you’re
taking the items and when you plan to return them. If you
can’t get to the church during office hours, just email
Stacey with the above information. Everything that is
borrowed from the church must be requested in advance
so that if there are any potential conflicts we can let you
know.

•

What are the staff’s hours? Stacey is in the church office
Monday - Thursday from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, with some
exceptions. Tiffany has office hours Monday, Tuesday,
and Thursday from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm and on Wednesdays
from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm. Alecia is in the office on Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons. If you need to meet with a
specific staff member, it’s best to call or email them to
arrange a time.

•

May I have a piece of candy? Yes - please help yourselves
to the candy in the church office. The more you take, the
less often Stacey has to tell her kids “No!”

Pastor Bob
revbob@oaklandpres.org
Extension 103

Stacey Gillespie
Office Administrator
welcome@oaklandpres.org
Extension 102

Tiffany Goggans
Director of Christian Ed
tiffany@oaklandpres.org
Extension 105

Laurie Templin
Preschool Director
preschool@oaklandpres.org
Extension 104

Alecia Spence
Business Manager
alecia@oaklandpres.org
Extension 106

Dan Bray
Property Manager
bray123@sbcglobal.net
Extension 107

Michael Shortal
Music Director
michael@oaklandpres.org

Bonnie Litteral
Children’s Choir
bblitteral@aol.com

Diane Flagler
Accompanist
dianeflagler@att.net

10

Frequently Asked Questions
•

How many kids does Stacey have? Four. Yes, her hands are
full and they do keep her busy. They are also awesome,
even though Noah and Pastor Bob disagree on what the
best football team is.

•

Wait, which football team should I be rooting for? Good
Presbyterians root for the Pittsburgh Steelers. Or you could
be a rebel and root for the Philadelphia Eagles.

•

Do you guys know a notary? Stacey is a notary! We offer
notary services free to our church family. Just email or call
her to arrange a time to stop by.

•

When is the library open? Yvonne Davis opens the library on
Sundays when she is here. She also opens up for our
Preschool children on Monday mornings when she reads
them a story. If you’d like to borrow a book, give us a call
and we’ll check with Yvonne to try to help you out.

“How to Welcome a
Visitor,” from The
Presbyterian
Handbook









Do we have a cleaning company? We do have professional
cleaners to assist us in keeping our church campus clean.
However, they only come two evenings per week, so we ask
that anyone who uses our church facilities be diligent in
cleaning up after yourselves. Please never leave food trash
in any of the trash cans. Trash should be taken out to the
dumpster behind the Fellowship Hall kitchen. Please also be
sure to sweep the floors and spot mop if food was served
during your event. The CLC floor only gets mopped once per
month by the cleaning company.



•

How short is Tiffany, exactly? 4 foot 10 inches short!



•

How do I get a copy of the church’s phone directory? We
have it available online HERE - but you’ll need to download
updates as they are made available. You’ll also need the top
secret password to access it, which you can get from a
staff member or from a fellow church member. If at any
time you’d like Stacey to print you a copy of the most
current directory, she will be happy to do so.

•

•

Who has been a member of our church the longest? How
about the three longest? Dave Stanford became a member
on July 9, 1939. Mildred Arrington joined on September 18,
1949. Fred Shepherd joined on October 5, 1950.







Don’t panic.
Don’t assume they are
desperately lonely or
looking for a new
lifetime friend.
Don’t presume they
wish to be left alone.
Don’t count on
someone else to take
the initiative to
welcome them.
Make eye contact,
smile, approach slowly,
introduce yourself, and
wait for them to speak.
If they want to talk, ask
them if they have any
questions or tell them
what you love about
your church.
If they give you a blank
stare, tell them thanks
for coming and step
back slowly.
Avoid saying, “Finally,
someone new! We
haven’t had a visitor
since 1990!”
Avoid saying, “Sorry
about . . . (fill in with
anything you didn’t like
about the service.)”
Avoid saying, “You’re in
my seat.”
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Looking Ahead
•

Dec. 1 - LEGO Club

•

Dec. 2 - Christmas Joy Tea

•

Dec. 12 - Children’s Choir
Christmas Musical

•

Dec. 13 - Upward
Registration begins

•

Dec. 14 - YCM Band
Christmas Concert

•

Dec. 16 - Christmas Carols
and Cookies

•

Dec. 17 - Cub Scouts
Potluck Christmas Party

•

Dec. 23 - Baptism of
Isabella Lee Burbank at
11:00 service

•

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
worship 4 pm and 6 pm

•

Dec. 30 - Christmas
Breakfast

“True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass
all others at whatever cost, but the urge to serve others at whatever cost.”
- Arthur Ashe

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

November 2018

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 - All Saints Day
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

2
12p - Hope Group (FH)

3
10a - Boy Scouts Calendar Planning (Room 107, 10am-1pm)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
2p - LEGO Club (CLC, 2 -4pm)

4 - Daylight Saving time ends
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - PW Thank Offering Soup
Potluck (CLC)
6p - Hope Group (FH)

5
10a - Yarn Works (FH, 1011:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH and SS
Classrooms, 6-8 pm)

6 - Election Day
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (CLC)
12p - Hope Group (Narthex)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC, 6:30 8:30pm)

7
10a - Holy COW
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

8
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

9
12p - Hope Group (FH)

10
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco (FH)

11 - COMMUNION
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service - Children’s Choir in worship
12p - Veterans Day luncheon with
YCM Band performance (CLC)
6p - Hope Group (FH)

12
10:30a - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30-11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH and SS
Classrooms, 6-8pm)

13
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30pm)
7p - Preschool Board meeting
(Room 107)

14
10a - Holy COW
11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

15
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session (FH)

16
12p - Hope Group (FH)

17
12p - Hope Group (FH)

18
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

19
9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:30 11:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

20
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
*pianos tuned
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC and SS
Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30pm)

21
10a - Holy COW
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

22 - THANKSGIVING DAY
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

23
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

24
12p - Hope Group (FH)

25
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

26
9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:30 11:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8pm)

27
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30pm)

28
10a - Holy COW
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5 pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

29
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

30
12p - Hope Group (FH)

