The Oakleaf

May 1, 2019

Welcome New Members!
On Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019, we welcomed seven members
of our recent Confirmation Class into church membership.

Pictured with their mentors. Clockwise, from left: Jonathan Stark and Steve Osborne; Ben DuChene (far right)
and family; Pat Hines and Natalie Andersson; Lucas Koontz and Judith Ramsey; Cade Templin and Deidre Clark;
Sydney Fanning and Sara DuChene; Kate Martin and Joan Osborne. Photo credit: Cecil Ramsey

Mother’s Day Basket Ministry
The work days to assemble the
Mother’s Day gift baskets are Friday, May
3 and Saturday, May 4. A group of
volunteers will assemble 225 gift baskets
this year. Pastor Bob will bless the
baskets in both worship services on
Sunday, May 5, and the baskets will be
delivered to local children’s hospitals on
Friday, May 10. The children who are
receiving care in the hospitals get to pick
out a basket to give to their mothers as a
gift for Mother’s Day. This seemingly
small gesture makes a big difference to
the people whose lives are touched.
Thank you for all of your contributions to
this year’s project - your generosity has
ensured yet another successful year.

One Great Hour of
Sharing

$1,865

Sick and Relief Fund
(Maundy Thursday offering)

$571

PW Birthday Offering Lunch is Sunday, May 19

Presbyterian Women
Birthday Offering Lunch
Financial Report
2019 Jan.-Mar.
Contributions:
$126,770
2019 Jan. - Mar. Expenses:
$107,791
Balance:
$18,979

Thank you for your
continued generosity to
your church!
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Join us in the CLC on Sunday,
May 19, following the 11:00 am
worship service for the annual PW
Birthday Offering Lunch. This
luncheon will be in lieu of our regular
Fellowship Hour. We will have fried
chicken, beverages, and birthday
cake for all. If you’re attending, please bring a small side dish to
share. Gifts to the PW Birthday Offering help fund projects each
year in the amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each. The recipients
are selected before the offering is received, so grant amounts
depend on the gifts received. This year’s recipients are:
• Disaster Response Team
Presbytery of Charlotte, Charlotte, NC
• Effingham Child Development Center
Inclusive Playground, Effingham, IL
• Presbyterian Homes and Services of Kentucky, Inc.
Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center, Phelps, KY
• Wings of Refuge
Restoration Home, Iowa Falls, IA

From the Pastor
It seems we’ve had more than our fair share
of people diagnosed with cancer in recent months.
As I have walked with people through their cancer
treatments over the years, I’ve found this poem by
Robert Lynn to be helpful.
What Cancer Cannot Do
Cancer is so limited …
It cannot cripple love.
It cannot shatter hope.
It cannot corrode faith.
It cannot eat away peace.
It cannot destroy confidence.
It cannot kill friendship.
It cannot shut out memories.
It cannot silence courage.
It cannot reduce eternal life.
It cannot quench the Spirit.
For all of you battling cancer, I want you to know that the
power and love of God, as demonstrated in the resurrection of Jesus,
are greater than anything else in this world. It is my hope and prayer
that you will experience this power in your own life.

Session News
At their March meeting,
the Elders of the Session
took the following
actions:
•

Met with two
members of the
Presbytery’s
Committee on
Ministry for their
triennial consultation
with the Session, as
required by the Book
of Order.

•

Reviewed the meeting
notes from the March
9 Presbytery meeting,
as well as the
Presbytery’s new
Protection Policy for
Children and Youth.

•

Heard the Treasurer’s
report that as of
2/28/19, income
exceeded expenses
by $8,378.

•

Heard reports from
several committees,
including Fellowship,
Property, Mission,
Outreach, Worship,
and CE.

•

Learned that VBS will
be offered during day
time hours this year,
from 9 am - 12 pm
with the option for
extended care until
3pm.

•

Approved the motion
to reallocate the
missionary financial
support (already in
the budget) to Dan
and Elizabeth Turk,
who are currently in
Madagascar.

•

Heard the Pastor’s
Report and reviewed
the minutes from the
Deacons’ meeting.

With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

A Bedtime Prayer for Children
If you are looking for a special bedtime prayer to say with your child each
night, here is the prayer that Pastor Bob and Pat said with their kids.
Dear Lord, watch me as I lie in sleep,
As a shepherd guards his sheep.
When I close my eyes this night,
Keep me safe till morning light.
For the wrong I’ve done this day,
Please forgive me, Lord, I pray.
Cleanse me, Jesus, from all sin.
Till heaven’s gate I enter in.
Amen.

•

Closed with prayer for
several people.
The Session did not meet
in April.
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Important Dates
•

May 2 - Muffins for
Mom

•

May 27 - closed in
observance of
Memorial Day

•

May 29 - Last Day
of School! We
close at 12:00 pm.

•

May 29 - VPK
Graduation, 6 pm

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
Wow! Is it MAY already?!
The final month of
our school year is a very
busy and eventful time. We
celebrate our Preschool
Moms with our annual
Muffins for Mom morning on May 2. The children dedicate a happy
musical performance to their moms, and Mr. Cecil Ramsey will
capture happy photos of the occasion as mementos.

During May we will be giving our VPK students their third and
final assessment. We will be polishing our skills needed for a
successful, confident start to Kindergarten. 29 students will graduate
from our VPK program on May 29, the last day of school. The VPK
graduates get to wear a cap and gown, receive a special message and
a Bible from Pastor Bob, and get their graduation certificate. Then we
have cake to celebrate!

Many Thanks
Thank you for your
wonderful support of
the Preschool over the
entire 2018-19 school
year! We extend great
appreciation to the
parents, our OPC
congregation and
friends, the OPC staff,
and the Preschool
Board for all of your
hard work,
encouragement, and
love. This year has
certainly gone by
quickly!

4

Teacher Appreciation Week
May 6-10
The second week of May is Teacher Appreciation Week. The
Preschool has a wonderfully dedicated and talented team of teachers.
Great thanks to Kim Allen, Carissa Arnold, Sara Ferguson, Tammy
Geschke, Mary Keuhn, Morgan Mahn, Yohan Murillo, Jessica Oby,
Sarah Rosenauer, Colleen Sanders, and Amanda Warren!
We must give extra special recognition to Ms. Mary Mays,
otherwise known as “Ms. Mary West Virginia,” who will be retiring from
the Preschool and from teaching at the
end of May. Mary joined us in October
2015 after managing her own in-home
childcare for many years. She has
contributed to every classroom in the
Preschool - working with every teacher and
every child with a smile, a song, an
infectious laugh, and a great attitude. We
will miss Ms. Mary and send her off with
much love and many hugs. She and her
husband, Larry, are moving to Brooksville
for their retirement.

Register for Summer Camps at OPC!
Vacation Bible School
To Mars and Beyond: Explore where God’s power can take you!
Dates: July 8 - 12, 2019
Time: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Cost: $10 per child
*Extended care will be available from 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm for an
additional $110 per child (for the week.) This fee must be paid in full
when registering in order to secure your spot, as space for extended
care is extremely limited.
Contact: Tiffany Goggans (tiffany@oaklandpres.org)
Registration is available online now at cokesburyvbs.com/oaklandpres

Volunteers Needed!
VBS needs volunteers! We need teachers, group guides, people to help
prepare snacks, and lots more. Contact Tiffany for more information:
tiffany@oaklandpres.org.
* All volunteers must complete a background check before working with
children.

Children’s Choir News
Our Angel, Carol, and Junior
Choirs will be singing in
worship at both the 8:45 and
11:00 am services on
Sunday, May 5. We will have
our end of the year party in
the CLC following the 11:00
am worship service.

Music Camp
Dates: July 29 - August 2
Time: 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Cost: $125 per child
Contact: Bonnie Litteral
(bblitteral@aol.com)

Lego Club meets Sunday, May 5 from 2 - 4 pm in the CLC

Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday
School each Sunday morning in room 105 at
9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity
and then split into groups for the lesson.
May Lessons:

LEGO Club

•

May 5:

The Ascension
Theme: Ascend

•

May 12:

•

May 19:

Peter and Tabitha
Theme: Devoted
Paul, Silas, and the Earthquake
Theme: Unexpected

•

May 26:

Rejoice in the Lord Always
Theme: Encouragement

The LEGO Club will meet on
Sunday, May 5, 2019 from
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm in the
Christian Life Center. We
will not have a regular club
meeting again until the end
of August so join us in May!
All ages are welcome!
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
May 8, 2019
All women of the church are
invited to attend our
monthly Ladies’ Lunch Out.
This month’s luncheon is
Wednesday, May 8 at 11:30
am. We are meeting at the
Oakwood Smokehouse in
Clermont, located at 230
Citrus Tower Blvd.
If you plan to attend,
please let Joyce Mullins
know so that she can
reserve the correct number
of seats. Joyce can be
reached via text at 407-9638543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

Sewing Group News
The Sewing Group will
meet the following Mondays
in May from 9:30 - 11:30 am
in the Fellowship Hall:
May 6: Yarn Works
Come knit and crochet (or learn how!) with us.
•

May 20 and May 27: Sewing group
Sewing machines, fabric, thread, and patterns are all provided.
Come learn this useful skill! We are working on several charitable
projects and can always use additional sewists.
•

Finding the Lost Sheep Street Ministry needs volunteers!

Women’s Bible Study
The monthly Women’s Bible
study led by Pastor Bob meets
for the last time this session
on Monday, May 13 at 10:30
am in the Fellowship Hall. All
women of the church are
invited to attend this monthly
meeting! We are on Lesson 9 “God With Us.”

Volunteers Needed!
The Finding the Lost Sheep
Street Ministry is looking for
volunteers to work with children for
an after school program.
If you can donate your time
and energy on weekdays between 3:30 and 6:00 pm, please
contact them to see if you can help.
Finding the Lost Sheep Street Ministry
Email:
info@findingthelostsheep.com
Phone:
407-614-5942
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YCM Band Spring Concert
All of the Oakland Presbyterian Church
congregation and friends are invited to
attend the YCM Band’s Spring Concert on
Friday, May 17. The concert begins at 7:00
pm and will be held in the Sanctuary. Come
see the amazing work that church member
Amy Duncan does with her band students.
All of the students are local
homeschoolers who receive instruction
from Amy free of charge. Come hear the
music they’ve been practicing!

Men’s Dinner
The monthly men’s Fellowship
Dinner will be held on Tuesday,
May 21at 6:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. All men of the
church are invited to attend
this monthly dinner. This will
be our last dinner before we
take a break during the
summer months. This will be
our business meeting with
election of officers.

The Men’s Fellowship Dinner is Tuesday, May 21 at 6:30 pm

New Sermon Series Starts in May
Pastor Bob begins a new sermon series in May titled People Who Met
Jesus in the Gospel of John. Join us for the following messages:
•

May 5:

Peter and Andrew - The Enthusiast
John 1:35-41

•

May 12:

Nathanael - the Skeptic

John 1:43-51
•

May 19:

Nicodemus - the Cautious
John 3:1-21

•

May 26:

The Samaritan Woman - the Thirsty
John 4:1-26

At this time, we
express our sympathy to Ande
Deaton, whose mother, Alice,
passed away in April. Alice and
her husband, Don, attended
our church regularly before
moving to North Carolina.
Ande, you and your family are
in our prayers during this
difficult time.

The series will continue in June and July.
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines
Can you say Caldecott? This prestigious award is
given annually to an illustrator for the “most
distinguished American picture book for children.”
Named after the famous 19th century English
illustrator, Randolph Caldecott, this award has been
given since 1938. The list of books below includes
this year’s winners, as well as some of my favorites from the past. For a complete list of all the
winners from 1938 to present, click HERE.
2019 Caldecott Winners:
•

Hello Lighthouse by Sophie Blackall, author/illustrator, 2019 Medal Book. The illustrations and
narrative tell the story of a lighthouse keeper and his family.

•

The Rough Patch by Brian Lies, author/illustrator, 2019 Honor Book. Evan loses interest in his
beloved garden after his faithful pet dog dies. However, a volunteer pumpkin vine is able to bring
hope and love to Evan once again.

•

Thank you, Omu! By Oge Mora, author/illustrator, 2019 Honor book. Omu, who generously shares
her stew with whomever knocks on her door, finds that one truly reaps what one sows. The
illustrations in this book are collages made from various mediums.

•

Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez-Neal, author/illustrator, 2019 Honor Book.
This is the story of Alma’s name - Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura Candela. What is your name’s
story?

•

A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin, author/illustrator, 2019 Honor Book. Using black and
bold colors of yellow, Star’s adventure with the mooncake is symbolic of the phases of the moon.

Emergent readers (Pre-K and K)
•

No, David! by David Shannon, author/illustrator, 1986 Honor Book. Children of all ages enjoy the
antics of young David.

Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
•

Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra Stein, author/illustrator, 2011 Honor Book. Little red chicken is
continually interrupting Papa’s bedtime story.

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4, and 5):
•

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick, author/illustrator, 2008 Medal Book. The
breathtaking illustrations in this book take the reader on Hugo’s journey throughout the city of Paris
as he attempts to solve a hidden message from his father.

Middle School and Beyond:
•
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Randolph Caldecott by Leonard S. Marcus, nonfiction. In this biography about the namesake of the
Caldecott Medal, Marcus includes some of Caldecott’s original drawings as he weaves the story of
his life from up-and-coming English bank clerk to famous book illustrator. (Not a Caldecott Award
winning book).

Youth News
Our Youth Group
End of Year Party will
be Wednesday, May
22 from 6 - 8 pm at
the church.

Summer Splash Pool
Parties, 6 - 8 pm

Youth Service Day, May 4
The youth group will be assisting with assembling the
Mother’s Day baskets in the Sanctuary on Saturday, May 4,
from 9 - 11 am.

Team Building Day at Cedarkirk, May 19
On Sunday, May 19, we will
head to Cedarkirk for a day of
teambuilding in preparation
for our summer mission trip. (Please come even if you are not attending
the mission trip!) Cedarkirk is a beautiful Presbyterian camp and
conference center on the Alafia River in Lithia. Click here for their
website. We will be meeting at the church at 7:15 am for a 9:00 am
arrival at Cedarkirk. We will canoe on the Alafia River, then have a picnic
lunch on their grounds. All students must bring their own bagged lunch.
A cooler and water will be provided. After lunch, we will participate in a
team-building/low ropes course before leaving at 3:30 pm. Pick up time
at OPC should be around 5:00 pm. Please click here for the required
Cedarkirk consent form. The cost per student is $25.00. Please RSVP by
email to Heidi Wingard (heidi.wingard@gmail.com) as soon as possible.

Our group
of
volunteers
from the
April Service
Day at New
Beginnings

•
•
•
•

June 12
June 26
July 10
July 17

*We are looking for two
families who have a pool or
community pool and who
would be willing to host the
youth group in your home
for swimming, dinner, and a
video-based Bible study. If
you can host either June 12
or July 17, please email
Heidi Wingard. This is a
great opportunity for you to
join in our youth ministry at
OPC by feeding and
welcoming the students
into your home!

We will recognize our
graduating high school
seniors during worship
services on Sunday, May
12, 2019. Ms. Tiffany
presents them with a new
study Bible and gives a
brief introduction to each
senior. Congratulations,
class of 2019!
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Don’t forget Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12!
Here are some of our favorite quotes on Motherhood.
•

“If at first you don’t succeed, try doing it the way your mom told you to do it from the start.” - Unknown

•

“I always say if you aren’t yelling at your kids, you’re not spending enough time with them.” - Reese
Witherspoon

•

“Youth fades; love droops; the leaves of friendship fall; A mother’s secret hope outlives them all.” Oliver Wendell Holmes

•

“Motherhood is the exquisite inconvenience of being another person’s everything.” - Unknown

•

“A mother is the one who fills your heart in the first place.” - Amy Tan

•

“Life doesn’t come with a manual, it comes with a grandmother.” -Unknown

•

“Grandmas are short on criticism and long on love.” - Unknown

•

“And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, ...”
- Luke 1:46-48
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Looking Ahead
•

June 4 - Summer Shorts begins

•

June 9 - Pentecost Potluck Luncheon

•

June 9 - Communion

•

June 12 - Ladies’ Lunch Out

•

June 16 - Father’s Day

•

June 24 - LEGO Camp week 1 (24th - 28th)

A Special Note of Gratitude
To the congregation:
I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone for your prayers and acts
of kindness to my dad, Stacy Vereen, and our family during Phyllis’ long illness.
She loved the cards, we appreciated meals and treats you provided my dad. And
thanks especially for your visits to see my dad. Please keep us in your prayers.
-Deann Thornton
Stacy’s daughter

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Heidi Wingard - Youth Director

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

May 2019

Thursday
2

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10:00 am - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
5:30 pm - Dinner for children, youth (CLC)
Chorus (Choir room)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

Mother’s Day Basket work days (Sanctuary)

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Children’s Choirs sing in worship
services
Mother’s Day Baskets blessed
8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
2:00 pm - LEGO Club (CLC)
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Yarn Works (FH, 9:3011:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
11:30 am - Ladies’ Lunch Out (Oakwood)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

Mother’s Day baskets delivered
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Bunco (FH)

12 - Mother’s Day

13

14

15

16

17

18

Communion
High School Senior Recognition
8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

10:30 am - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm - Preschool Board mtg.
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)
7:00 pm - Session mtg. (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
7:00 pm - YCM Band Spring
Concert (Sanctuary, FH)

9:00 am - Chorister’s Guild
meeting (Children’s Choir room,
9am - 2pm)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
3:00 pm - Cub Scouts
Advancement of Ranks (CLC, 3-9
pm)
7:00 pm - Piano Recital (Sanctuary
and FH, 6-9 pm)

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7:15 am - Youth group to
9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
Cedarkirk
12:00 pm - Hope Group
8:45 am - Contemporary worship 6:00 pm - Deacon meeting (FH)
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - PW Birthday Luncheon
(CLC)
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30 pm - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
1:00 pm - YCM Band (FH, 1- 3:30pm)
6:00 pm - Youth Group End of Year Party
6:15 pm - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

26

27 - Memorial Day

28

29

30

31

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:00 pm - VPK Graduation Ceremony
(CLC)
6:15 pm - Holy COW (Rm. 107)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

