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The Christian Education Committee invites all of our
church members and friends to our Ash Wednesday faith
formation event on March 6, 2019. The event begins at 5:30 pm
with a spaghetti dinner in the CLC. We will then move on to
some interactive learning centers at 6:00 pm. The learning
centers will include Bible Study, games, and opportunities for
prayer and/or meditation. Our time together will conclude in the
Sanctuary with a brief Ash Wednesday service, which will
include the imposition of ashes. If you plan to attend, please let
Tiffany Goggans know at tiffany@oaklandpres.org. You have
the option of coming to both the dinner and the program, or just
the program. We hope to see you all there!

Second Annual Family Faith Walk
This year’s Family Faith Walk will take place on Sunday,
March 31st, during the Sunday School hour, starting at 9:45
am. This is an event for the whole family, people of all ages.
The plan is to walk around the church property 7 times (less if
one is unable to do that many laps). This year, because the
walk is being done in the Lenten season, we will have activities
related to the Stations of the Cross. As we walk around the
church, we will be asked to consider the meaning of the cross
and the sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf.
Those who participate will receive a medal, like we
offered last year. We encourage those who walk to come to
early service that day in comfortable clothing and wear their
walking shoes.
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CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS
• 03/01: World Day of Prayer
• 03/03: LEGO Club
• 03/03: Transfiguration
• 03/03: Scout Sunday
• 03/06: Ash Wednesday
• 03/10: First Sunday in Lent
• 03/10: Daylight Saving
Time begins (forward)
• 03/13: Ladies’ Lunch Out
• 03/19: Men’s Dinner
• 03/20: First day of Spring
• 03/31: Family Faith Walk

Mother’s Day Basket project
The Mission Committee’s
Mother’s Day gift basket project is
seeking donations and volunteers for
our 2019 baskets. This will be the
sixth year that Oakland Presbyterian
has conducted this mission project,
which provides a gift basket to
mothers who are staying in local hospitals with their seriously ill
children.
Financial Report
2019 Jan. Contributions:
$49,210
2019 Jan. Expenses:
$41,436
Balance:
$7,774

We will have two work days on May 3rd and 4th to assemble
the gift baskets. Pastor Bob will bless the baskets during worship on
Sunday, May 5th, and then they will be collected and delivered to
hospitals on Friday, May 10th.
We are requesting donations of mugs, costume jewelry, nice
lotions, shampoo, conditioner, and new socks. We also gratefully
accept monetary donations. Donations of cash or check will go to
the project account and help to purchase the baskets and the other
gift items.
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please
contact Al or Pam Passwater at 314-724-0720 or 314-630-8854.

Sign up for “Secret Prayer Partners” this Sunday during worship service!

Restoration Campaign
Funds Collected:
$435,327
Expenditures:
$418,545
Balance:
$16,782
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Secret Prayer Partners for Lent
This year during the Lenten season, we
are inviting people to sign up to be
“Secret Prayer Partners.” If you want to
participate, you will be asked to fill out
a card with your name and 2-3 issues
for which you need or want prayer. The
cards will be collected and placed in a
box, at which point you will be able to
draw the card of another participant.
During the season of Lent, your secret
prayer partner will be praying for you,
and you will be praying for them. When
the ministry comes to a close, the
prayer partners will be invited to contact each other and share
what happened during the season.

From the Pastor
If you’ve ever been in my office,
you probably have noticed that I have a hard
time getting rid of things. Consequently, my
work area is a little messy. That reflects my
view that ministry, and life, is a bit messy. It’s impossible for
me to keep things neatly organized all the time. I get started on
one project and have to set it aside because something else
comes up that requires immediate attention. So, some projects
just sit and wait for me to get back to them.
But sometimes I hold on to things longer than
necessary. This was pointed out to me recently when someone
asked me why I still had all those VHS tapes on my book shelf.
My quick response was that those tapes have valuable
information on them. But then I realized I haven’t used or
viewed them for many years. How valuable can they be if I
never use them?
So I went through some of those tapes and threw them
out. And I discovered that my life is not impoverished by
getting rid of stuff I don’t need. In fact, it is somewhat liberating
to do this.
The Lenten season is a time when we are invited to take
a good look at our lives and make changes that will help us be
more faithful. Perhaps there are things we’ve been holding on
to that we could eliminate. Things like prejudices against some
people, or wounds caused by others that just fester, or
behaviors that take our focus away from Christ.
As we journey together to Easter, I invite you to eliminate
some of the clutter from your life that keeps you from enjoying
the life offered by Christ. You might be surprised what you can
live without.
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

Session News
At their February meeting,
the elders took the
following actions:
•

Reviewed the
financial report for
January, noting that
giving once again
exceeded expenses

•

Learned that the
Worship Committee
is looking at
purchasing several
“wish list” items, the
biggest being new
choir robes

•

Appointed Al
Passwater and Bruce
Graebner to attend
the Presbytery
meeting on March 9

•

Heard about the good
work in youth ministry
being done by Heidi
and Carl Wingard

•

Approved a summer
mission trip for the
youth with Epic
Missions, set for July
21-26

•

Approved a request
for use of our
sanctuary for a
funeral for another
Oakland church

•

Approved two
requests for baptism

•

Approved the idea of
having “Secret Prayer
Partners” for Lent

•

Learned that VBS this
year will be held
during the day rather
than the evening

•

Received reports
from different
committees, the
Deacons, and the
Preschool Board

•

Had prayer for several
folks suggested by
the elders
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Update on
Ms. Amanda
Preschool teacher Ms.
Amanda will be back
with us on Monday,
March 25th! As you
may remember, Ms.
Amanda left in October
to have a double
mastectomy and
reconstructive surgery.
She is doing very well,
and is looking forward
to being back in the
classrooms with all of
our Preschool friends.
We will all be wearing
pink on 3/25!

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
March is known to come in like a lion and go out like a lamb or vice versa, depending on Mother Nature. We are just happy when it
does not rain and we have our playground time outside!
Our big event in March is our annual Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital on Thursday, March 7th. We will be
learning about bike safety and pedaling our bikes on the driveway
outside the Preschool. The Preschool has raised a total of $18,227.00
since 2005 with your help and support. We hope to do as well this
year as we did last year, when we raised $2,017.

If you would like to contribute to the fundraiser, you may give a
check made out to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital for any
amount from now until March 28th. Feel free to either drop it in the
offering plate on Monday (please put Preschool fundraiser in the
memo line), or mail it to the church office. Thank you for your support!

Spring Break 2019
The Preschool will be
closed for Spring Break
from Friday, March
15th through Friday,
March 22nd. We will
return to school on
Monday, March 25th.

Panda Express Night Success!
We would like to thank everyone for the tremendous support
of our Panda Express “Funraiser!” I believe we saw our best turn out
ever of Preschool families, OPC congregation and friends, and our
earnings were $192.43. This was our eleventh Panda event since our
first in August 2014 (thank you, Jack Martin!), and our second highest
earnings.
Some guests have been with us since the beginning, returning
to every event, including our first arrivals each time - Leyvinia and
Jerry Ornstein. We enjoyed a steady stream of friends inside the
restaurant, and know many supported us through the drive-thru as
well, including faithful supporter Ted VanDeventer.
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Thank you!!

Upward Season Ends on March 9th
Children’s Choir News

We have had a blast this
Upward season! Our final games
are Saturday, March 9th at 9:00
am. Immediately following the
games, we will have a brief
message from Pastor Bob,
donuts and drinks, and an awards
ceremony to celebrate our
players. Our cheerleaders will
also perform a dance they have
been working on all season.

Members of our
Children’s Choir will be
attending the Chorister’s
Guild Festival on Saturday,
March 9th at First United
Methodist of Orlando.
Students will participate in
many fun classes, including
drums, singing, hand bells,
recorders, and Orff mallets.
They will finish the day with
a concert.

The next LEGO Club meeting is Sunday, March 3rd at 2:00 pm!

Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning
in room 105 at 9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then
split into groups for the lesson.
March Lessons:
•

March 3:

The Lost Sheep and Coin

•

March 10: Jesus Heals Ten with Leprosy

•

March 17: Jesus Feeds 5,000

•

March 24: The Woman at the Well

•

March 31: Jesus Meets Zacchaeus

LEGO Club
The LEGO Club will meet on
Sunday, March 3, 2019 from
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm in the
Christian Life Center. All
ages are welcome!
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Sewing Group Meeting News
Ladies’ Lunch Out
February 13, 2019
All women of the church
are invited to attend our
monthly Ladies’ Lunch
Out. This month’s
luncheon is Wednesday,
March 13, 2019 at 11:30
am. We are meeting at
Outback Restaurant in
Clermont, located at 1625
Hwy 50.

Our Yarn Works group will meet on Monday, March 4th from
9:30 - 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We are currently
seeking yarn donations. If you have any yarn you won’t be
using, we will gladly take it off your hands! Feel free to drop it
off to the church office during the week (Monday-Thursday, 9
am - 4 pm). We are still knitting hats, scarves, and mittens for
the Chicago homeless population and baby hats for local
hospitals. Come and observe or learn how to knit or crochet!

If you plan to
attend, please let Joyce
Mullins know so that she
can reserve the correct
number of seats. Joyce
can be reached via text at
407-963-8543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

Women’s Bible Study
The monthly Women’s Bible
study led by Pastor Bob meets
again on Monday, March 11th
at 10:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall. All women of the church
are invited to attend this
monthly meeting!
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The Sewing Group will NOT meet on Monday, March 18th. We
will meet on Monday, March 25th from 9:30 - 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. Our current projects include sewing cancer
treatment bags, colorful pillowcases for hospitalized children,
and small tote bags for wheelchairs that go to a local nursing
home. These are all ideal beginner projects. Come let us teach
you this invaluable skill! All fabric and machines are provided.

New Sermon Series in March
Join us in March for the following messages from Pastor Bob’s new
sermon series titled Ways the Bible Can Change Your Life:
•

March 3: Matthew 7:1-5, John 8:2-11

Scouts Sunday
March 3rd

Leave the Judging to God
•

March 10: Matthew 7:24-29
Build on Something Solid

•

March 17: Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust God

•

March 24: Jeremiah 1:1-19

Members of our Cub and Boy
Scout Troops will join us in
worship on Sunday, March 3rd.
Todd Shaw, the Boy Scout
Troop Leader will present a
brief update on our Scouts. We
look forward to welcoming
some of the Scouts and their
families in worship with us.

Find Your Purpose
•

March 31: Matthew 5:14-16
Light the Way for Others

•

April 7:

John 13:31-35
Love One Another

Our monthly Men’s Dinner is at 6:30 pm on March 19, 2019
Parking Lot Paving

Men’s Dinner is Tuesday, February 19th
The monthly men’s Fellowship Dinner
will be held on Tuesday, March 19th
at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All
men of the church are invited to
attend this monthly dinner. This
month, we will be joined by Ken
Alessi, who will be presenting the
second part of a presentation on his
recent trip to Jerusalem.

The Property
Committee has scheduled to
have our front parking lot
repaved/sealed on Monday,
March 18th. The lot will be
inaccessible for 48 hours.
Groups who use the building
will have to park along the
sides of the church or back by
the CLC and use those points
of entry. Our Preschool is
closed for Spring Break during
this time, so you will have
access to the CLC. The lot will
be open for the Men’s Dinner
on the evening of the 19th.
Thank you for your
cooperation in this matter.
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines
Below are some “lucky reads” for the young people in your life from Pat Hines, retired
media specialist:
Emergent readers (Pre-K and K) and Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
•
Nerdy Birdy Tweets by Aaron Reynolds. On the Florida Sunshine State Young
Reader’s Jr. List for 2018-2019, this book examines social media and the treatment of friends.
•

Noodleheads See the Future by Tedd Arnold, Martha Hamilton, and Mitch Weiss. A 2018 Geisel
Honor Book and on the 2018-2019 Sunshine State Young Reader’s Jr. List, this Graphic Series of
beginning chapter books uses literal humor that children will thoroughly enjoy.

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4, and 5):
•

Lemons, by Melissa Savage, realistic fiction. On the Florida Sunshine State Young Reader’s List for
2018-2019. After the death of her mother, Lemonade Liberty Witt is taken to live with her
grandfather in Willow Creek, California, an area obsessed with Bigfoot. Here she meets Tobin Sky
of Bigfoot Detective, Inc. Together, while searching for Bigfoot, they learn about friendship, family,
and acceptance.

“You see, they (Bigfoot species) need to hide in this world because they’re different. And people
choose not to understand those that are different. And (people) can become … cruel.” - Tobir Sky
Middle School and Beyond:
•

She Did It! 21 Women Who Changed the Way We Think by Emily Arnold McCully, nonfiction.
Endorsed by the AARP, this book lifts up 21 women who made their voices heard as they worked to
change the world. “Meet the Bold Women Who Dared to Make a Difference.”

Family Reading (Read with child/children):
•

A Fine St Patrick’s Day by Susan Wojciechowski. The town of Tralee learns that helping others is
more important than winning a contest.

•

Shannon and the World’s Tallest Leprechaun by Sean Callahan. Shannon learns that practice is what
makes one a better dancer, not clothes, hair, or shoes.
*Make certain that you read the above stories using your best Irish accent!*
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Youth March Service Project
On March 9th and 10th, the youth group will serve with Southeastern Food Bank for their Easter
Food for Families project. On Saturday, March 9th, we will meet at the church at 4:30 pm and drive
to Ocoee High School to sort food and pack boxes from 5-9 or 10 pm. Then on Sunday morning,
we will meet at the church at 7:30 am, drive to Ocoee High School to pick up boxes of food, and
then deliver those boxes to needy families. We will return back to the church after we have
completed our deliveries.

All youth in grades 6 - 12 are invited to
join us for our regular weekly meetings!
We will meet every Wednesday in March.
If you are interested in helping out with
snack donations, we would be most
grateful! Any kind of individually wrapped
cookies, crackers, chips, etc. would be
perfect.

Photos of our youth at recent
group meetings

“Don’t worry about anything;
instead pray about everything.”
Philippians 4:6
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Looking Ahead
•

April 7 - Preschool children
sing at 11:00 service

•

April 7 - LEGO Club

•

April 8 - Women’s Bible study

•

April 10 - Ladies’ Lunch Out

•

April 13 - Bunco

•

April 14 - Palm Sunday,
children’s choirs at 11:00
service

•

April 16 - Men’s Dinner

•

April 18 - Maundy Thursday
worship service with
Communion

•

April 20 - Easter Egg Hunt

•

April 21 - Easter Sunday

•

April 28 - YCM Band Sunday

•

April 28 - Earth Day event

“Books ARE a form of political action. Books are knowledge. Books are reflection.
Books change your mind.”
-Toni Morrison, to Evan Solomon in WORD Magazine, 2003

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

March 2019

Friday

Saturday

1

2

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

3 - Transfiguration

4

5

6 - Ash Wednesday

7

8

9

*Scout Sunday
8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
2:00 pm - LEGO Club (CLC)
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Yarn Works (FH,
9:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games and
awards ceremony (CLC)
12:00 pm - Cub Scouts Space
Derby (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Bunco (FH)

10 - Communion

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

10:30 am - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm - Preschool Board mtg.
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (FH)
11:30 am - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
*Preschool Spring Break (15-22)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
*Sealing of Parking Lot - 48 hours 12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
no access to parking lot
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30 pm - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7:00 pm - Session mtg. (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
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8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Family Faith Walk
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

