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CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 13, 2019
The elders of the church have called a Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 13, 2019 immediately following the
11:00 am worship service. The purpose of this meeting is to
approve any changes made to the Pastor’s compensation and
terms of call and to receive the church’s 2019 budget. The
meeting will take place in the Sanctuary. All registered church
members are invited to attend this meeting.

• Jan.. 1 - Happy New
Year!
• Jan. 6 - LEGO Club
• Jan. 7 - Preschool
resumes
• Jan. 9 - Ladies’ Lunch
• Jan. 10 - Preschool
Open House
• Jan. 13 - Communion
• Jan. 13 - Pancakes!
• Jan. 15 - Men’s Dinner
• Jan. 19 - Upward
Games begin
• Jan. 26 - Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

Financial Report
Jan-Nov. Income:
$418,037
Jan-Nov. Expenses:
$379,619
Balance:

$38,418

Restoration Campaign
Funds Collected:
$429,237
Expenditures:
$415,636
Balance:

$13,601

Mobile App Directory Now Available
We recently integrated our contact directory with our photo
directory. You can now access photos and contact information for our
church family ALL IN ONE PLACE using your smartphone. You’ll never have
to worry about downloading or printing the most current version - the app
refreshes automatically each time changes are made.
Download the Instant Church Directory app to your phone and then
follow the prompts given to gain access. Please note, for security reasons,
you will not be able to access the directory through the app unless your
email address is in our directory. If you attempt to login and it rejects you,
give Stacey a call to resolve the error.

The directory is still available to download through our website. The
password to the Members section of the church website has not changed.
If you have any questions or run into any problems, please call
Stacey for assistance at 407-656-4452. There are also step-by-step
instructions for app access on the bulletin board in the church hallway
across from the restrooms.

Deacon Star Board
Total Value of Gift Cards
Collected:

Church on Wednesday resumes February 6, 2019

$1,175

Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)
Christmas Joy

February 6, 2019

Total Collected:

Join Dennis Salmon for the next adult faith formation class titled “The
Bible From Scratch: The New Testament for Beginners.” This is a follow
up to last semester’s class on The Old Testament. You do not have to
have attended that class in order to participate in this one.

$1,455

This is an overview of the New Testament for anyone who would
like to start from scratch! The class will be offered in the morning at
10:00 am and in the evening at 6:15 pm. There is a $10 cost for the
material, and we will need a minimum of eight participants in each
group.
Please register by calling the church office at 407-656-4452 or
emailing us at welcome@oaklandpres.org. The $10 can be brought to
the first class.
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From the Pastor
As we turn the page to a new year, we may wonder
what God has in store for us in the months ahead.
Those of us who have young children or
grandchildren can look forward to concerts and plays, birthday parties,
and other fun stuff.

Session News
At their December
meeting, the elders
took the following
actions:
•

Those of us in good health may be looking forward to special
trips or events, like a cruise or a cross-country vacation.

Received reports
from several
different
committees

•

Those of us who enjoy a good story may be looking forward to a
new book written by one of our favorite authors (Lee Child, could you
please write faster!). Or we may be excited about a new movie coming
out, like the next Marvel film in the Avengers series and another Star
Wars (Episode IX).

Reviewed the
Financial Report
prepared by Derek
Blakeslee

•

Approved the
budget for 2019,
including
recommended
changes in the
Pastor’s
compensation.
These changes
have to be
presented to the
congregation for
approval

•

Called a
congregational
meeting for
January 13, 2019 at
noon to approve
changes to the
Pastor’s terms of
call (compensation)

•

Reviewed the report
on the December
presbytery meeting,
attended by Al
Passwater and
Bruce Graebner

•

Had prayer for
several folks
suggested by the
elders

But we all know that life includes challenges and
disappointments as well as joy and success. We all know some folks
who will be battling serious illnesses in the coming months, and we
can’t predict what unpleasant surprises may come our way.
The one thing we can count on, the one constant in life, is that
God will be with us in all circumstances. God will lift us up, give us
strength, and be our fortress and our rock - a very present help in times
of trouble (Psalm 46:1).
Recalling the promise of God’s presence and help in our lives is a
good way to begin the new year.

With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

The family of Jim Stearns wants to
thank our loving Oakland Presbyterian
Church family for all the support. We are
especially grateful to Pastor Bob for the
hospital visits and wonderful prayers.
Thanks to Diane Flagler for her expertise
making the Celebration of Life Service so
special. Our friends and family were so
impressed by the wonderful reception they received when attending the service.
The Deacons put on a lovely reception and we are so very grateful. Words are
inadequate. Thank you all!
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Panda Express
Fundraiser Coming!
Stay tuned for details
about our annual Spirit
Night with Panda
Express. This is a fun
event where our
congregation and
Preschool families get
to meet while enjoying
a dinner out. Panda
Express generously
donates 20% of every
purchase to the
Preschool! We will
send out an exact date
and a flyer next month.

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
Happy New Year!
We are excited to get back into the swing of things with our
Preschool friends with our first day back to school on January 7th. It’s
amazing to see how much our students grow in just two weeks!
Due to a continuing increase in interest in our Preschool, this
year we will be hosting an Enrollment Open House on Thursday,
January 10, 2019 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. This Open House is an
invitation for new families who are seeking enrollment for the 20192020 school year to visit the Preschool. It will be their opportunity to
learn more about our school, meet the teachers and some existing
students and their parents, ask questions, and enroll their child for the
school year beginning August 12, 2019. Our Preschool may very well
be full for the next school year before January 2019 is over!

Enrollment Open House - Thursday, January 10th, 6 - 8 pm

Update on Ms. Amanda Warren
Everyone probably remembers that one of our Preschool
teachers, Ms. Amanda, was diagnosed with breast cancer last
October. She underwent a successful double mastectomy and is
recovering beautifully. She came to visit us in December just before
Christmas. She is radiant as ever and in very good spirits. Her
reconstruction surgery is scheduled for February 4th, so she will not
be returning to the Preschool until after that surgery. Thank you for
continuing to pray for Amanda and her lovely family. We are hopeful
that she will be back with us by March!
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Cub Scouts Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Cub Scout Pack 978 will host its annual Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser in the CLC on Sunday, January 13th at 9:45 am. All
church members and friends are invited to come have a fresh, hot
breakfast during the Sunday School hour. Donations of any
amount are gratefully accepted!

Children’s Choir Update
Our Wednesday night
children’s choir program will
resume on January 9th at
5:30 pm. Join us in the CLC
for dinner at 5:30 pm prior
to rehearsals. We are
looking forward to hearing
the children sing in worship
again soon!

The Cub Scouts pancake breakfast is at 9:45 on January 13th!

Children’s Sunday School

All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning
in room 105 at 9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and
then split into groups for the lesson.
January Lessons:
•

January 6:

Boy Jesus in the Temple
Theme: Traditions

•

January 13:

•

January 20:

Jesus Calls Disciples
Theme: Fishing
The Beatitudes
Theme: Blessed

•

January 27:

Jesus Walks on Water
Theme: Doubt

LEGO Club
The LEGO Club will meet on
Sunday, January 6, 2019.
Our monthly Club meetings
are usually held the first
Sunday of each month from
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm in the
Christian Life Center. All
ages are welcome!
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
Women’s
All women of the church are invited to attend our
monthly Ladies’ Lunch Out. This month’s luncheon is
Wednesday, January 9th at 11:30 am. We are meeting at
Ruby Tuesday, located at 2650 E. Highway 50.

Bible Study
The monthly Women’s
Bible study led by Pastor
Bob meets again on
Monday, January 14th at
10:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. All
women of the church are
invited to attend this
monthly meeting!

If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know
so that she can reserve the correct number of seats. Joyce
can be reached via text at 407-963-8543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

The next Ladies’ Lunch will be at Ruby Tuesday in Clermont

Sewing Group Meetings in January

John Hawthorne New Address
John Hawthorne
X71830
Mayo Correction CI Annex
8784 West US Highway 27
Mayo, FL 32066

If you love to sew, knit, or crochet (or if
you’d like to learn) we invite you to join our
sewing group!

We meet in the Fellowship Hall from
9:30 - 11:30 am, and we have plenty of
materials and supplies!
•
•
•
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January 7 - Yarn Works
January 21 - all Sewing
January 28 - all Sewing

New Sermon Series - Playing the Numbers
Join us in January for the following messages from Pastor Bob:
•

January 6: Matthew 2:1-12
“And when they had opened their treasures …”

•

January 13: John 3:1-21
“For God so loved the world …”

•

January 20: John 14:1-11

Men’s Dinner
The monthly men’s
Fellowship Dinner will be held
on Tuesday, January 15th at
6:30 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. All men of the church are
invited to attend this monthly
dinner. We will have a special
guest speaker and a delicious,
freshly prepared meal.

“Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’ …”
•

January 27: Romans 6:1-23
“For the wages of sin is death …”

•

February 3: Philippians 4:10-13
“I can do all things through Christ …”

•

February 10: Isaiah 40:27-31
“But those who hope in the Lord …”

At this time, all of us at
Oakland Presbyterian extend
our sympathy to Mildred
Arrington and her family. Her
son, Billy, passed away on
December 1, 2018. Mildred,
you and your family are in our
prayers.

Welcome our new Youth Directory, Heidi Wingard!

Welcome Our New Staff Member!
Please help us welcome our new Youth Director, Heidi
Wingard. Heidi has been married to Carl for 21 years and has
three daughters, Kayleigh (19), Emily (17), and Megan (15).
She and Carl moved to Winter Garden a year and a half ago
from the Tampa Bay area, where they both served at
Presbyterian Church of Palm Harbor for 15 years in various
roles. Heidi served two terms on Session and was actively
involved in the Children and Youth Ministry and Christian
Education Committee. She works in Risk Management for
Adventist Health System, and in her spare time loves bicycling
on the West Orange Trail, reading, and spending time with her
family. She is very excited to begin her role as Youth Director
here at OPC and can’t wait to get to know our youth and
families!
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines

More great reads for the children in your life from Pat Hines, retired media specialist:

Emergent readers (Pre-K and K):
•

I See a Cat by Paul Meisel, 2018 Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Book.

•

I Spy Fly Guy! by Tedd Arnold, 2010 Geisel Honor Book. (Arnold’s Fly Guy is available in fiction as
well as nonfiction titles, i.e., Fly Guy Presents Dinosaurs.)

Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
•

Magic Tree House books by Mary Pope Osborne, fantasy fiction. This series also has nonfiction
companion books (Magic Tree House Fact Tracker), which encourage children to learn more about
the subjects mentioned in the fiction book.

•

Wolf in the Snow by Matthew Cordell, 2018 Caldecott Medal Winner. Through wonderful
illustrations, children grasp the meaning of friendship and trust.

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4, and 5):
•

The Magnificent Mya Tibbs: Spirit Week Showdown by Crystal Allen, realistic fiction. In this story
about friendship, Mya learns the difference between “fake” friends and “true” friends and, more
importantly, what it means to be a friend.

•

Nic Bishop Spiders, nonfiction, 2008 Robert Siebert Honor Book. Nic Bishop’s nonfiction books are
filled with outstanding photographs and information.

Family Reading (Read-aloud with child/children):
•

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate, 2013 Newbery Award Winner. Inspired by the real
Ivan, who died in 2012, this endearing fictional tale speaks about friendship and compassion.

•

Not So Different: What You Really Want to Ask About Having a
Disability by Shane Burcaw and Matt Carr, nonfiction, 2018 Robert
Siebert Honor Book. Burcaw openly talks about his disability with
photographs by Carr.

“”Sometimes friendship is like two people lost in the
woods. You have to work your way through it together.
Success depends on how much time and effort you put
into it.”
- Mrs. Davies,

in The Magnificent Mya Tibbs: Spirit Week Showdown
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Save the Date - Souper Bowl Luncheon
February 3, 2019
The Fellowship Committee
invites you to join us for a “Souper” bowl
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, February 3rd following the 11:00
am worship service. Bring a pot of your
favorite family recipe of soup, chili,
gumbo, or stew to share with others. If
you prefer, you can bring a dessert. We
will be providing salad, crackers, bread,
and drinks.
We also ask that everyone
attending bring in a can of soup for the
Christian Service Center. We hope to see
you all there!

Widow/Widower
Group Meeting
The Deacons of our
church are currently in the
process of starting a new
ministry for those who have
lost their spouse (whether
recently or not so recently).
We have had one
meeting so far (in
November), and we are
planning a second meeting
for Monday, January 7,
2019 at 7:00 pm. Anyone
who has lost a spouse or
partner is welcome to
attend, even if you also
came to the first meeting.
We are continuing to
gather ideas and
suggestions about the
needs of those who are
widowed, and we hope you
will join us.

First Responders Sunday is February 3rd
We will invite our local First Responders to join us in
worship on Sunday, February 3rd. They will be our guests of
honor at the Souper Bowl Luncheon following worship. Last
year, we got to meet several local first responders and their
families. This is just one small way that we can thank them for
their reassuring presence in our community and for keeping us
all safe. You are welcome to invite any First Responder you
know to join us in worship and for lunch on Sunday, February
3rd.

“He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will
be no more death or
mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”
-Revelation 21:4
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Looking Ahead
•

Feb. 2 - LEGO Club

•

Feb. 3 - Souper Bowl
Luncheon and First
Responder Sunday

•

Feb. 9 - PW Brunch

•

Feb. 10 - Children’s Choir
sings in both worship
services

•

Feb. 11 - Women’s Bible
study

•

Feb. 13 - Ladies’ Lunch

•

Feb. 14 - Valentines Day

•

Feb. 16 - Cub Scouts Blue
and Gold Ceremony

•

Feb. 18 - Presidents Day church offices are closed

•

Feb. 19 - Men’s Dinner

“Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments of someone’s life.
Be the light that helps others see.”

- Roy T. Bennett

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Heidi Wingard - Youth Director

Sunday

Monday

January 2019

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

Church offices are closed
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

CLC closed due to floor cleaning

NEW YEAR’S DAY
6 - Epiphany of the Lord

7

8

9

10

11

12

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
2:00 pm - LEGO Club (CLC, 2-4)
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Yarn Works (FH,
9:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Widow/Widower Meeting

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Preschool Board mtg.
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

11:30 am - Ladies’ Lunch Out - Ruby
Tuesday in Clermont
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Confirmation class
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:00 pm - Upward (Room 108)
6:00 pm - Preschool Open House
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

8:00 am - Habitat Work Day
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:00 pm - Bunco (FH)

13 - Communion

14

15

16

17

18

19

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Cub Scouts Pancake
Fundraiser (CLC)
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Congregational meeting (sanctuary)
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

10:30 am - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
6:30 pm - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Confirmation class (final)
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7:00 pm - Session mtg. (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

All Day - YCM Band Solo Sessions
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

All Day - YCM Band Solo Sessions
9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
7:00 pm - Deacons meeting (FH)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:30 pm - Cub Scouts Pinewood
Derby

CLC exterior pressure washing

27

28

29

30

31

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

