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The Oakleaf
Souper Bowl Luncheon
February 3, 2019
The Fellowship Committee
invites you to join us for a “Souper”
bowl luncheon in the Fellowship Hall
this Sunday, February 3rd following the
11:00 am worship service. Bring a pot
of your favorite family recipe of soup,
chili, gumbo, or stew to share with
others. If you prefer, you can bring a
dessert. We will be providing salad,
crackers, bread, and drinks.
We also ask that everyone attending bring in a can of soup
for the Christian Service Center. We hope to see you all there!
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First Responder Sunday is February 3rd
We have invited our local First Responders to
join us in worship on Sunday, February 3rd. They
will be our guests of honor at the Souper Bowl
Luncheon following worship. Last year, we got to
meet several local first responders and their
families. This is just one small way that we can
thank them for their reassuring presence in our
community and for keeping us all safe. You are
welcome to invite
any First Responder
you know to join us
in worship and for
lunch on Sunday,
February 3rd.

CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS
Feb. 1-28: Black History Month
• Feb. 2 - LEGO Club
• Feb. 3 - Souper Bowl Lunch
and First Responder Sunday
• Feb. 3 - New member class
begins
• Feb. 7 - Preschool Panda
Express night
• Feb. 9 - BUNCO
• Feb. 10 - Children’s Choirs
in worship
• Feb. 13 - Ladies’ Lunch
• Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day
• Feb. 18 - Presidents’ Day
• Feb. 19 - Men’s Dinner
• Feb. 23 - Town Clean Up

Financial Report
2018 Income:
$480,912
2018 Expenses:
$431,342
Balance:
$49,570

Oakland Town Clean Up Day - February 23rd
Oakland Presbyterian Church will be participating in a Town of
Oakland clean up day on Saturday, February 23, 2019. If you would
like to help us clean up the streets of Oakland, please meet at 9:00
am at the Public Works building near the town center on Tubb Street.
Materials will be provided, but we suggest bringing a pair of work
gloves. The clean up takes approximately two hours, and there will
be coffee and donuts available courtesy of the Town. If you plan to
volunteer, please email the Mission Committee so that they can
send in an approximate number to the town before the event. The
email address is OPCMission@oaklandpres.org.

Restoration Campaign
Funds Collected:
$435,327
Expenditures:
$418,545
Balance:
$16,782

Oakland Town Clean Up Day is Saturday, February 23rd

Sick and Relief Fund

Mother’s Day Basket project

Christmas Eve collection
$2,943
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The Mission Committee’s Mother’s Day gift basket project
is on again for 2019. This project consists of preparing gift
baskets for seriously ill children to give to their moms on Mother’s
Day. This will be the sixth year that Oakland Presbyterian has
conducted this mission project. This year, we are requesting
donations of only a few items.
We ask that you please bring in donations of mugs,
costume jewelry, nice lotions, shampoo, conditioner, and new
socks. We also gratefully accept monetary donations. Donations
of cash or check will go to the project account and help to
purchase the baskets and the other gift items. If you have any
questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Al or Pam
Passwater at 314-724-0720 or 314-630-8854.

From the Pastor
I was recently reminded in several ways that
the world is always changing. Examples include the
following facts:
•

Because of rich reserves of oil and gas found in
Texas, the USA is now an exporter of oil,

•

The center of gravity in world Christianity has moved south and east
(meaning that the global north - Europe and North America - is no
longer the center of the Christian world),

•

Alabama did not win the college football championship,

•

And the people I went to school with are looking so much older.

Session News
At their January
meeting, the elders
took the following
actions:
•

Reviewed the
annual Financial
Report prepared by
Derek Blakeslee.
Giving has been
strong enough over
the past several
years to grow our
reserve account
and fully fund our
budget. In addition
to the operating
budget, we also
completed many
improvements on
our campus
through our recent
capital campaign.

•

Reviewed and
approved the
annual statistical
report that is sent
to PCUSA
headquarters. That
report shows our
membership grew
from 402 to 406 in
2018.

•

Received reports
from various
committees of
Session as well as
the Preschool
Board.

•

The previous night,
Session received
members of the
Confirmation Class
into membership,
pending their public
profession of faith
on Easter.

•

Had prayer for
several folks
suggested by the
elders.

But some things remain constant and unchanging, like the fact
that I still don’t like liver. But more important - the fact that, as it says in
Hebrews, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. That
means that his love and grace are constant, and the work he did for us
on the cross is just as effective as it was 2,000 years ago.
So, while some of the changes we experience may disturb us, we
can hold fast to the truth that Jesus will always be there for us. His love
and grace never change.

I find that extremely helpful and comforting as I continue my
journey in life.
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

Pastor Bob will start a new member class in February. This class is for
anyone who is interested in joining our church, and will meet on February
3, 10, and 24 in Pastor Bob’s office during the Sunday School hour
beginning at 9:45 am. The class covers information about the history of
our church and denomination and what is expected of church members.
If you are interested in attending the class, please email Pastor Bob at
revbob@oaklandpres.org or call him at 407-656-4452 extension 103.
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
Trike-A-Thon in
March
We will have our annual
Trike-a-Thon to benefit
St. Jude’s on Thursday,
March 7th. Stay tuned
to find out how you can
support our
Preschoolers as they
raise money and
awareness for a great
cause!

February is such a fun month at the Preschool!
We will begin our month with Pajama Day on Friday, February
1st in celebration and anticipation of Groundhog Day. Will we have six
more weeks of winter? Will we have “winter” at all? Bring on Spring!
Our Preschool Valentine Party will be on Thursday, February
14th. This year’s party is shaping up to be a wonderful time. The
children love giving Valentines to all of their classmates, and we enjoy
special treats and activities.
We hope you feel loved and appreciated this month. Don’t
forget your Valentine!

Find our Panda Express night coupon at the back of this newsletter
Preschool closed on
February 18th
The Preschool will be
closed on Monday,
February 18th in honor
of Presidents’ Day.

Panda Express Night is February 7th
The Preschool invites everyone to join us in celebrating the
lunar Year of the Boar at Panda Express! Please join us on Thursday,
February 7th from 4:00 to 8:00 pm at the Panda Express on Daniels
Road near Winter Garden Village. This is a fun opportunity to see
church and Preschool friends outside of our normal environment and
enjoy a meal. Take the night off from cooking and cleaning! Some
would say we are going to “pig out!”
Please present the coupon in this newsletter (either on paper
or on your phone) at the time of checkout inside or through the drivethru in order for the Preschool to receive credit. The coupon code can
also be entered online for online orders. The
Preschool receives 20% of every meal sold.
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Confirmation Class Meets with Session
Elders of the Session met with members of our Confirmation
Class on January 16, 2019. The Session welcomed the Confirmation
Class into membership of the church pending a public profession of
faith tentatively planned for Easter. Pastor Bob, who had taught the
class, presented each youth with a Bible Dictionary as a gift from the
church. This year’s class also utilized mentors - each class member
was paired with a mentor from our congregation. Congratulations to the
members of the Confirmation class of 2019!
From left: Jonathan Stark, Natalie Andersson, Sydney Fanning,
Pastor Bob, Lucas Koontz, Kate Martin, Cade Templin, Ben DuChene
(not pictured, Jackson Delgado)

Children’s Choir News
Our children’s choir
will lead in both of our
worship services on Sunday,
February 10th. The Choirs
will enjoy a quick breakfast
in the CLC in between
services. We hope you will
be with us in worship to
hear their beautiful music!

Children’s Sunday School
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning
in room 105 at 9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then
split into groups for the lesson.
February Lessons:
•

February 3:

The Parable of the Vineyard
Theme: Generosity

•

February 10:

•

February 17:

Jesus turns water to wine
Theme: Abundance
Mary and Martha
Theme: Distractions

•

February 24:

Jesus raises Lazarus
Theme: Grief

LEGO Club
The LEGO Club will meet on
Saturday, February 2, 2019
from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm in
the Christian Life Center. All
ages are welcome!
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
All women of the church are invited to attend our
monthly Ladies’ Lunch Out. This month’s luncheon is
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at Uno Pizzeria & Grill, located in the Winter
Garden Village at 3167 Daniels Road.
If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know
so that she can reserve the correct number of seats. Joyce
can be reached via text at 407-963-8543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
PW Cookie Caper
Brunch February 9
11:00 am, CLC
The Presbyterian Women
invite you to attend their
meeting on Saturday,
February 9th at 11:00 am in
the Christian Life Center.
We will gather in fellowship
and box up cookies and
other goodies to send to our
youth who are away at
college. Please bring a
salad to share and one
dozen homemade cookies.
See you there!

Women’s Bible Study
The monthly Women’s Bible
study meets again on
Monday, February 11th at
10:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall. All women of the church
are invited to attend this
monthly meeting!
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Our Yarn Works group is seeking donations of yarn!

Sewing Group Meeting News
Our Yarn Works group will meet on Monday, February 4th
from 9:30 - 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We are currently
seeking yarn donations. If you have any yarn you won’t be using,
we will gladly take it off your hands! Feel free to drop it off to the
church office during the week (Monday-Thursday, 9 am - 4 pm).
We are still knitting hats, scarves, and mittens for the Chicago
homeless population and baby hats for local hospitals. Come and
observe or learn how to knit or crochet!
Our Sewing Group will meet on Monday, February 18th
and Monday, February 25th from 9:30 - 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. We are in need of additional sewists! Our current
projects include sewing cancer treatment bags, colorful
pillowcases for hospitalized children, and small tote bags for
wheelchairs that go to a local nursing home. These are all ideal
beginner projects. Come let us teach you this invaluable skill! All
fabric and machines are provided.

Sermon Messages in February

Join us in February for the following messages from Pastor Bob:
•

February 3: Philippians 4:10-13
(5th in Playing the Numbers series)
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me …”

•

February 10: Isaiah 40:27-31

(Final in Playing the Numbers series)
“But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength …”
•

February 17: Guest Minister

•

February 24: Matthew 6:25-33
(First in new series Ways the Bible Can Change Your Life)
Theme: Don’t Give Worry a Foothold

HOA Meetings at OPC
Please note that we do not
permit HOA Boards to meet at
our church. This policy was
adopted by the Session many
years ago as a way to ensure
the enforcement of our child
protection policy. Please do
not request to use the church
building for your neighborhood
HOA meetings or come to use
the building without
permission. We appreciate
everyone’s cooperation in
adhering to Session’s policy
regarding this matter.

Our monthly Men’s Dinner is at 6:30 pm on February 19, 2019

Men’s Dinner is Tuesday, February 19th
The monthly men’s Fellowship Dinner
will be held on Tuesday, February
19th at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. All men of the church are invited
to attend this monthly dinner. This
month, we will be joined by some
members of our Boy Scout Troop.
Wayne Wincey is providing our meal,
and we will have a brief presentation
given by the Boy Scout Troop Leader,
Todd Shaw.

At this time, all of us at
Oakland Presbyterian extend
our sympathy to De Cree for
the passing of her son, Crent.
We also send sympathy to Lee
Lombardy for the passing of
her stepfather, Roger Carr.
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines
Suggested reads for the children in your life from Pat Hines, retired media specialist:

Emergent readers (Pre-K and K):
•

Pete the Cat by James Dean. The “I Can Read” series
has over a dozen titles from which to choose. One of
my favorites is Pete the Cat: Snow Daze.

Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
•

Escargot by Dashka Slater, fiction. On the Florida
Sunshine State Young Reader’s Jr. List for 20182019. Escargot has two goals - to be your favorite
animal and to reach the delicious salad at the end of
the story.

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4, and 5):
•

Sea Otter Heroes: The Predators That Saved an Ecosystem by Patricia Newman, nonfiction, 2018
Robert F. Siebert Honor Book. Learn how sea otters help keep seagrass healthy.

Valentine Titles for Family Reading (Read-aloud with child/children):
There are so many Valentine-themed books from which to choose, but these are some of my favorites.
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•

Llama, Llama I Love You by Anna Dewdney. Who doesn’t love Llama, Llama?

•

Click, Clack, Moo I Love You by Doreen Cronin. A little fox crashes the farm’s Valentine Party.

•

Love, Splat by Rob Scotton. Splat has a special valentine for Kitten, but he also has to contend with
his rival, Spike.

•

Happy Valentine’s Day, Dolores by Barbara Samuels. Dolores finds and “borrows” a necklace she
finds in her sister’s room. Things go from bad to worse when she loses it. This story raises the
question of honesty and doing the right thing.

•

Love, Ruby Valentine by Laurie Freidman. Ruby learns that one can say “I love you” any day, not just
on Valentine’s Day.

•

The Valentine Bears by Eve Bunting. Mrs. Bear is determined to wake up early from her hibernation
in order to celebrate Valentine’s Day with Mr. Bear.

•

The Berenstain Bears’ Funny Valentine by Stan and Jan Berenstain. Sister Bear plans to give Herbie
Cubbison, a cub she has a crush on, a special Valentine; however, things do not work out the way
she planned when the annoying pest Billy Grizzwold gives her a super-duper special Valentine.

Youth News
Church Offices
closed on 2/18/19
The church offices will be
closed on Monday, February
18th in observance of
Presidents’ Day. Groups
who normally meet on
Monday will still have
access to the church.

All students in grades 6 - 12 are invited to join us! We
will meet every Wednesday in February.
The Youth will join other church members on February
23rd for the Oakland Clean Up Day. Meet Carl and Heidi at
the Public Works building near Oakland town center at 9:00
am. The Town will have coffee and donuts on hand!
Our next Service Sunday is February 24th at 9:45 am
in the youth room. We will assemble Blessing Bags for
Pastor Rick Vincent’s homeless prison ministry. We hope you
can join us!

Widows and Widowers Group Meetings
The Deacons recently
arranged for a new group
consisting of the widows and
widowers of our congregation.
The group has decided that
they will get together for social
outings on the fourth Sunday of
every month. If you would like
information on joining the
group and getting on their
communications list, please
contact Carol Jackson at
cometofl@cfl.rr.com.

“To be loved but not known
is comforting but
superficial. To be known
and not loved is our
greatest fear. But to be fully
known and truly loved is,
well, a lot like being loved by
God. It is what we need
more than anything. It
liberates us from pretense,
humbles us out of our selfrighteousness, and fortifies
us for any difficulty life can
throw at us.”
-Timothy Keller, from
The Meaning of Marriage
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Looking Ahead
•

March 3 - Scout Sunday

•

March 3 - LEGO Club

•

March 6 - Ash
Wednesday

•

March 9 - Cub Scouts
Space Derby

•

March 10 - Upward
Sunday

•

March 10 - Communion

•

March 13 - Ladies’
Lunch

•

March 19 - Men’s Dinner

•

March 31 - Family Faith
Walk at 9:45 am

“One should never let the love of one’s child prevent or hinder the vital and
necessary work of parenting.”
- Maya Angelou, from Rainbow in the Cloud

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Heidi Wingard - Youth Director

Raise Money For:
Oakland Presbyterian Preschool

Thursday, February 7, 2019
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Panda Express
at Daniels Road & Fowler
Grove
3154 Daniels Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787

OAKLAND
CM5'>Jll·lh�' o:O,•RCU

In-store:

Show paper or digital version of this flyer

Online:

Enter 262795 in the promo code box during
online checkout.

20% of event sales will be donated to: Oakland Presbyterian Preschool
Partic!paling fondralser guests are requlred to present a valid fundra!sM flyer (hard copy <>c smarl phone) with each ordet to receive credit for the fundralser. Flyers may not be distributed Inside orwithln vicinlly
of restaurMI lndudfng, without f!m1lation to, the restaurant parl<ing lot before or during your fundraiser. Panda Reotaunint Group reser,es lhe right to ca nee! any and all fund,al,er e�enl� for any reason and/or
withhold payment of assodated donation funds if the Panda Restaurant Group Fundralser Guidelines are not followed.
"12018 Panda Restaurant Group, lne. All Ri;:,hts Reser,ed. SKU # 0000

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
2:00 pm - LEGO Club (CLC)
4:00 pm - Luncheon set up in CLC

February 2019
5

6

7

8

9

8:45 am - Contemporary worship 9:30 am - Yarn Works (FH,
9:45 am - Sunday School
9:30 - 11:30)
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Hope Group
12:00 pm - Souper Bowl Luncheon 6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC and
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
classrooms, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
11:00 am - PW Brunch (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Bunco (FH)

10 - Communion

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
with Children’s Choir
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
with Children’s Choir
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

10:30 am - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30 - 11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Preschool Board mtg.
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (FH)
11:30 am - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

All Day - YCM Band Solo Sessions
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - Cubs Blue and Gold
(CLC)
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4

Scouts Camp Out on Church Grounds 15 - 17

17

18 - Presidents’ Day

19

20

21

22

23

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

Church Offices are closed
All Day - YCM Band Solo Sessions
9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
6:30 pm - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7:00 pm - Session mtg. (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:00 am - Upward games (CLC)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

24

25

26

27

28

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

9:30 am - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30)
12:00 pm - Hope Group
5:30 pm - Staff Meeting
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8)

7:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
(FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:15 pm - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Upward (CLC, 6-8)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

10:00 am - Holy COW (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
12:00 pm - YCM Band (Sanctuary, 12-5)
5:30 pm - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir program
6:00 pm - Youth Group
6:15 pm - Holy COW
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - LEGO Robotics
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

