February 2018

Souper Bowl Potluck Luncheon
The Fellowship Committee invites you to join us for a “Soup-er”
bowl luncheon in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 4th following
the 11:00 am worship service. Bring a pot of your favorite family recipe
of soup, chili, gumbo, or stew to share with others. If soup is not your
forte, then feel free to bring in a dessert. We will be providing salad,
crackers, bread, and drinks.
We also ask that everyone attending bring in a can of soup for
the Christian Service Center. We hope to see you all there!

Important Dates in February
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All month - Black History Month
Feb. 3 - LEGO Club
Feb. 4 - Souper Bowl Potluck luncheon
Feb. 11 - Transfiguration of the Lord,
Communion
Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day
Feb. 14 - Ladies’ Lunch Out - Macaroni
Grill
Feb. 17 - Cub Scouts Blue and Gold
Ceremony, Boy Scouts camp out
Feb. 18 - First Sunday in Lent
Feb. 19 - Presidents’ Day, church offices
are closed
Feb. 20 - Men’s Fellowship Supper
Feb. 25 - children’s choirs sing at 11:00
am worship service
Feb. 25 - Scout Sunday

Youth Activity for Grades 6-10
Sunday, February 25th, 12:00 pm
All youth in grades 6-10 are invited to a
youth outing on February 25th at 12:00 pm. We
will be going to Discovery Church in Orlando to
take part in the compassion experience.
This event features an interactive journey
through the true stories of children living in
developing countries like the Philippines, Kenya,
Uganda, and the Dominican Republic. In over
2,000 square feet of interactive exhibit space,
visitors will step inside homes, markets, and
schools - without getting on a plane. Each child’s
story starts in poverty but ends in hope.
We will meet after the 11:00 am worship
service and go out to lunch before heading to the
event. Youth who plan to attend will need money
for lunch.
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Send us your news!
Oakland Presbyterian Church is full of wonderful programs and people.
We want our monthly newsletter to emphasize our people just as much as our
programs, but we need you to share your achievements with us.
Please help us acknowledge you by sending us all the important details
about any event, activity, or extracurricular you or your family participate in, or
about any award you have received. Landmark birthdays and anniversaries,
births, and marriages are also welcome. Photos are encouraged.
You can email the information to Stacey at welcome@oaklandpres.org.

Make sure you include the 5 “Ws” - who, what, where, when, and why. The newsletter “goes to print” by
the 28th of each month, so be sure to send us your news before then in order to have it included. Please
limit submissions to information regarding you and/or your immediate family (spouse, parents, children,
grandchildren). We look forward to featuring our church members more often in our publication!

Scott Mitchell retires from the US Army
Lt. Colonel Scott Mitchell, the son of Bev
and Mary Mitchell, retired from the US Army on
January 28th, having served for 28 years. He served
in Europe, Iraq, and Afghanistan, and had several
US deployments. Scott holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Geology and a Master’s in Computer Science. Scott
and his wife, Dawn, have five children and reside in
the Hampton Roads area of Southeast Virginia. He
has accepted a position with a regional government
agency in Hampton Roads. Prayers from this
congregation were a blessing to him and were very
much appreciated.

Christmas Joy offering
Our offering at the December 24, 2017
worship services was collected for the
Christmas Joy fund. The total amount
raised by our church was $1,461.00.
The Christmas Joy funds are used by
the PCUSA to provide assistance to
current and retired church workers in
their time of need, and in developing
our future leaders at Presbyterianrelated racial and ethnic schools and
colleges. Thank you for your generous
support!
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From the Pastor

SESSION NEWS

Pat and I recently had the
opportunity to visit the Harry
Potter attractions at Universal.
Most of the rides in the theme
parks post a “wait time,” so folks
know what to expect when they get in line.

At the January 4, 2018 meeting of Session, the
elders took the following action:
•
•

As we stood and waited in line for one of the
rides, we discovered that the things we saw and
experienced along the way were as interesting as the
ride itself. We saw people who were delighted by
what they saw on one of the rides, in particular.

•

This reminded me that life is like that, too.
We often look forward to stages of life that include
significant goals, like graduating from high school or
college, getting our children through school, and
retiring from work .

•

But we can be so focused on those goals that
we may miss the fun and interesting things that
happen along the way. Life is filled with so many
wonderful experiences.

•

•

•

•

Reviewed the financial report and approved
the church budget for 2018
Reviewed the annual statistical reports for
presbytery
Approved one request for use of the building
(which was later withdrawn)
Approved the changes to the charter and bylaws to be presented at the congregational
meeting
Discussed a proposal to some changes in the
way we handle the duty elder schedule
Learned that our online giving option has
been embraced by 5 donors who have set up
automatic online donations. Since we made
online giving an option in October, we have
received over $4,400 in online giving.
Received several reports from committees of
Session, as well as the Preschool Board and
the Board of Deacons
Had prayer for several people whose names
were suggested by the Pastor and elders in
attendance

So what I learned recently was that we
should enjoy the journey along the way, and take the
time to appreciate the interesting and enjoyable
things that happen as we move toward the goal.
Thankful for an enjoyable “wait time,”
Pastor Bob

2017 FINAL FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Dec): $453,598
2017 Expenses (Jan-Dec):
$412,602
Difference:
$40,996

The operating budget for 2018 is $473,484, and is available to registered church
members for viewing. Please contact Stacey in the office at 407-656-4452 if you
would like to see this year’s budget.
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February! Such a fun month at the Preschool!
This month, the Preschool invites everyone to share the love by supporting children on the other
side of the globe! Please join us on Thursday, February 8th from 4:00 - 8:00 pm at Panda Express,
located on Daniels Road near Winter Garden Village. We are raising funds to help the Sunbeam Day Care
Center in the Tondo district of Manila, Philippines. This preschool is in one of the poorest districts in the
Philippines.
When Barry and Shelly Dawson, mission partners of Oakland Presbyterian Church, visited us this
past summer, I asked them what we could do to help their mission in Southeast Asia, and they requested
that we help these children. We will celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year of the Dog and enjoy Panda
Express while helping other children. If you would like to learn more about the Sunbeam Day Care
Center, you can read the letter that Barry and Shelly wrote last year. Click here to read it online. A hard
copy is posted at the church on the bulletin board in the lobby.
20% of all purchases (dine-in, drive thru, and take out) will benefit the school in Manila. A flyer is
attached at the back of the newsletter, and printed copies are available at the church office. Please
present the flyer at the time of checkout so that the Preschool will receive credit. We will be sending our
fundraiser check to the Presbyterian World Mission expressly for Sunbeam Day Care Center.
Our Preschool Valentine Day Party will be on Wednesday, February 14th.
Valentine’s Day is also Ash Wednesday and the first day of Lent! This year’s party is
shaping up to be a wonderful time!
We hope you feel loved and appreciated this month!
Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

LEGO CLUB
Our Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Group
will meet at 2:00 pm on Saturday, February
3rd in the Christian Life Center. LEGO
enthusiasts of all ages are invited to join us.
We have plenty of bricks for everyone!

Scout Sunday February 25th at 9:45 am
Cub Scout Pack 978 will be holding its annual
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser in the CLC on
Sunday, February 25th at 9:45 am. All church
members and friends are invited to come have a
fresh, hot breakfast during the Sunday School
hour. Donations of any amount are welcome!
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’ luncheon will
be held on Wednesday, February 14th at
11:30 am. We are meeting at Macaroni
Grill in Winter Garden, located in the
Winter Garden Village.
We meet the second Wednesday of
every month at various restaurants in the
West Orange area, and all ladies of the
church are welcome.
If you plan to attend this month,
please let Joyce Mullins know so that she
can reserve the correct number of seats/
tables. Joyce can be reached via text or
phone call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
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Women’s Bible Study
Monday, February 12th
Join Pastor Bob for our monthly
women’s Bible study on February
12th at 10:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall. This year’s focus is the Book of Hebrews.

Mother’s Day Basket ministry collection
The Mission Committee
will be collecting costume
jewelry and paperback books
during February for the annual
Mother’s Day basket project.
Your donations are
appreciated, and can be left in
the bins in the narthex and
outside the office.

Sewing Group News
Join the Stitched with Love and Yarn Works sewing ministries this month. This year’s projects
include colorful pillowcases for hospitalized children; knit/crochet hats, scarves, and mittens for
Chicago homeless; Project Linus, a national mission that provides handmade quilts and blankets to
children in need; and quilts for residents of nursing homes. The instructions for each project, along
with fabrics, are available at our meetings. Projects can also be worked on at home. If you are interested in sharing your sewing skills with us to help some wonderful causes, please join us! We also
welcome anyone who wants to learn the craft of sewing!
This month, we meet in the Fellowship Hall on the following dates:
•

Monday, February 5th - Yarn Works
10:00 am - 11:30 am

•
•

Monday, February 19th - Sewing
9:30 am - 11:30 am

•

Monday, February 26th - Sewing
10:00 am - 2:00 pm *Bring your lunch!
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Updates from Christian Education

•

Our Upward Basketball and Cheerleading ministry is underway for the 2018 season. We have a great group of children
and families participating this year. If you would like to see
what Upward is all about, you are welcome to attend a game.
Games are held Saturday mornings at 9:00 am through March 10th. In the meantime, please be in
prayer for the players, coaches, and families.

•

Parents of young children are invited to join our Parenting for Faith Sunday School class, led by
Pastor Bob and Pat Hines. This class meets at 9:45 am in the Christian Life Center.

•

All children in grades K - 5 are invited to join us for Children’s Sunday School at 9:45 am every
Sunday. We meet in room 105 and then split into two groups for the lesson of the day. February’s
lessons are:
2/4: Theme- Friends
Jesus heals a paralyzed man
2/11: Theme- Calm
Jesus calms the storm
2/18: Theme - Appearances
The widow’s offering
2/25: Theme - Identity
The Transfiguration

Men’s Fellowship Supper
Our monthly Men’s Fellowship Supper
will be held Tuesday, February 20th at 6:30 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. This month’s meal will be
prepared by chefs Luke Summers and Ed King.
Mark your calendars for Ladies’ Night! In
March, the men of the church invite all women of
the church to join us for supper. This year’s
Ladies’ Night is Tuesday, March 20th at 6:30 pm
in the CLC. More details to come.

Sermon Messages in February
Join us in February for the following messages:
•

February 4:
Final message in current series
John 3:14-17; John 17:9-18
Reigniting Your Passion for Your Community
•

February 11:
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-60
Suffering for Jesus
•

February 18:
Guest Minister, Rev. Dr. Dennis Salmon
•

February 25:
New series begins - Character Under Construction
Colossians 3:12-17
Kindness and Compassion
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Notable African Americans in Presbyterian History*
John Gloucester (1776-1822) was born a slave in Tennessee, but gained his freedom
and began converting slaves to Christianity at the age of 30. He studied at what is now
Tusculum College, becoming the first African-American to attend the institution. He
traveled to Philadelphia, PA in 1807 and helped form the First African Presbyterian
Church. He served as preacher, but was not fully ordained. He returned to Tennessee to
complete his training and was ordained in 1810, becoming the first African-American to become an
ordained Presbyterian minister in the United States.
Samuel Cornish (1795-1858) organized the first congregation of African-American Presbyterians in New
York City in 1821, called the New Demeter Street Presbyterian Church. In 1827, Cornish became one of
two editors of Freedom’s Journal, the first African American newspaper in the US.
Theodore Wright (1797-1847) was the first African American to attend Princeton Theological Seminary,
from which he graduated in 1829. He was a founding member of the American Anti-Slavery Society, and
was an active abolitionist, serving as a conductor for the Underground Railroad from his home in New
York City. Wright served as minister of New York’s First Colored Presbyterian Church (now known as St.
James Presbyterian Church in Harlem).
Francis Grimke (1850-1937) was a Presbyterian minister and a leading advocate of civil rights. Grimke
was born to a white plantation owner and an enslaved black woman. When his father died, he had to
endure slavery until the Confederacy collapsed. He graduated as class valedictorian from Lincoln College
in Pennsylvania in 1870. After teaching for a few years and studying law, he decided to enroll at Princeton
Theological Seminary. He then went on to serve at 15th Street Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C.
as pastor for a half century, using his position to speak out against racism and inequality.
Lucy Craft Laney (1854-1933) was born in Macon, Georgia, 11 years before the end of slavery. Her father,
a Presbyterian minister, had bought his freedom 20 years prior to her birth. Lucy learned to read at age
four and grew up to be a teacher in Georgia. She opened the first school for African-American children in
Augusta, Georgia in 1883, using the lecture room of Christ Presbyterian Church. The school quickly grew,
and with funding from the then President of the Women’s Department of the Presbyterian Church USA,
Laney moved into a permanent campus which grew to encompass an entire city block of buildings.
Edler Hawkins (1908-1977) was the first African-American Moderator of the General Assembly of the
PCUSA in 1964. He served for many years as pastor of the Saint Augustine Presbyterian Church in NYC. In
his service to the larger church, he helped broaden the consciousness and the conscience of
Presbyterians about race and widespread racism. He joined the faculty of Princeton Theological Seminary
in 1970, where he taught the next generation of leaders, including our own Pastor Bob.
Katie Geneva Cannon (born 1950) was the first African-American woman ordained in the United
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Her work focuses on the areas of Christian ethics, Womanist theology, and
women in religion and society. She is currently a faculty member at Union Presbyterian Seminary in the
Department of Theology and Ethics, and is a former teacher of our own Tiffany Goggans.
*these are just a handful of the Presbyterian African-Americans who have helped to shape our church and this country.
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Looking Ahead - March 2018
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 2: World Day of Prayer
March 3: Chorister’s Festival at First United Methodist Church of Orlando
March 4: LEGO Club, 2 pm, CLC
March 8: Preschool Trike-a-thon to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
March 8: International Women’s Day
March 10: Cub Scouts Space Derby, CLC
March 11: Upward Sunday
March 11: Daylight Saving Time begins (Spring forward)
March 12: Women’s Bible study, 10:30 am, FH
March 14: Ladies’ Lunch Out
March 20: Men’s Fellowship Supper “Ladies’ Night”, 6:30 pm, CLC
March 25: Palm Sunday (Holy Week begins)
March 29: Maundy Thursday communion worship service
March 31: Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00 am

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Office Administrator * Stacey Gillespie
Business Manager * Alecia Spence

Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

February 2018

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9a - YCM Solo Sessions (Choir, 9a-12p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Upward Cheerleading (Rm. 108)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts B & G Comm (CLC)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

7:30a - OACS Breakfast (FH, 7:308:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

9a - Upward Games (CLC, 9a-11a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
2p - LEGO Club (CLC)

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Souper Bowl Luncheon (CLC)
3p - Girl Scouts (FH)

10a - Yarn Works (FH, 10-11:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6p - Upward Basketball (CLC, 6-7p)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Dinner
6:00p - Children’s Choir rehearsal
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

9a - YCM Solo Sessions (Choir, 9a-12p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Upward Cheerleading (Rm. 108)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts B & G Comm (CLC)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

9a - Upward Games (CLC, 9a-11a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - BUNCO (FH)

11 - COMMUNION

12

13

14 - ASH WEDNESDAY

15

16

17

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
4p - Adult Education Task Force (FH)

10:30a - Women’s Bible Study (FH,
10:30-11:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6p - Upward Basketball (CLC, 6-7p)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)
7p - Preschool Board (Rm. 107)

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Dinner
6:00p - Children’s Choir rehearsal
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Upward Cheerleading (Rm. 108)
6p - Scouts District Round Table (CLC,
classrooms)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session Meeting

12p - Hope Group (FH)

9a - Upward Games (CLC, 9a-11a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p- Cub Scouts Blue and Gold Ceremony (CLC, 12-6p)
6p- Boy Scouts Camp Out

VALENTINE’S DAY
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

9a - YCM Solo Sessions (9a-5p, Choir)
9:30a - Sewing (FH, 9:30-11:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6p - Upward Basketball (CLC, 6-7p)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Dinner
6:00p - Children’s Choir rehearsal
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Upward Cheerleading (Rm. 108)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

9a - Upward Games (CLC, 9a-11a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

25 - Scouts Sunday

26

27

28

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Cub Scouts Pancake Breakfast
for Congregation (CLC)
11a - Traditional Service, Children’s
Choirs Sing in worship
12p - Youth outing

10:30a - Sewing (FH, 10:30a -2p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC)
7p - Deacons (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6p - Upward Basketball (CLC, 6-7p)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Dinner
6:00p - Children’s Choir rehearsal
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

