December 1, 2018

The Oakleaf
Advent Workshop and Christmas Joy Tea
Join us on Sunday December 2nd as we welcome the
Advent season. At 9:45 am we will offer an Advent Faith
Formation activity in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School
hour. All ages are invited to join us for songs, Advent Bingo, food,
and fellowship.
Then immediately following the 11:00 am worship service,
the Presbyterian Women will host the Christmas Joy Tea in the
Christian Life Center. The Joy Tea is a way of thanking the
congregation (in advance) for their generous contributions to the
annual Christmas Joy offering. For information on the Joy
offering, see page 2.
Tea, sandwiches, and desserts will be provided. All are
invited to attend. We hope you will join us as we celebrate the
beginning of Advent!
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CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS
• Dec. 1 - LEGO Club
• Dec. 2 - Joy Tea
• Dec. 2 - Advent
workshop
• Dec. 9 - Joy offering
• Dec. 12 - Ladies Lunch
• Dec. 12 - Childrens’
Choir Christmas
Musical

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
Tuesday, December 24, 2018
•

• 4:00 pm - Family Service (no communion)
6:00 pm - Traditional Candlelight Communion Service

• Dec. 14 - YCM Band
Concert
• Dec. 18 - Men’s
Dinner
• Dec. 24 - Christmas
Eve worship services
• Dec. 25 - Christmas
• Church offices are
closed December 24,
2018 through January
2, 2019

Stewardship
Reminder

Don’t forget to send in
your pledge cards for
next year’s giving.
Session will use this
information to
determine the church
budget for 2019.

Financial Report
Jan-Oct. Income:
$377,606

Session News
At their November meeting, the elders took the following action:
•

Had a lengthy conversation about dress code for ushers and those
serving communion at our worship services.

•

Reviewed the list of duties for ushers presented by the Worship
Committee.

•

Approved the purchase of two new Christmas trees - one for the
narthex and one for the lobby outside the church office.

•

Approved the list of people serving on different committees of Session.

•

Approved the Preschool’s budget presented by the Preschool Board.

•

Learned about the new online church directory.

•

Approved to sponsor another Love Pantry in partnership with the
Christian Service Center. This one will be at Tildenville Elementary
School.

•

Approved the hiring of Heidi Wingard as our new Youth Director, with
her official work to begin in January. A job description and
compensation were also approved.

•

Made the decision that we will not require our Boy Scout Troop to
accept girls into their troop at this time.

•

Turned down two requests for outside groups wanting to use our
building for on-going, weekly meetings.

•

Reviewed the financial report prepared by the church treasurer.

•

Elected Tom DuChene to serve as Clerk of Session for another year.

•

Appointed Al Passwater and Bruce Graebner to attend the December
meeting of Presbytery.

•

Received reports from several committees of Session, the Preschool
Board, and the pastor.

•

Shared pastoral concerns about people connected with our
congregation in need of prayer.

Jan-Oct Expenses:
$343,039
Balance:

$34,567

Christmas Joy Offering, December 9th
One gives freely, yet
grows all the richer…
Proverbs 11:24
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On Sunday, December 9th, we will take up the Christmas Joy offering
during both worship services. By giving to the Christmas Joy offering,
you help to provide assistance to current and retired church workers in
their time of need. The Joy Offering also supports our future leaders at
Presbyterian-related ethnic schools and colleges. Special giving
envelopes will be available from the Ushers during worship on
December 9th.

From the Pastor
For the past couple of months I’ve been writing
about our experiences on public transportation in urban
areas. I’d like to share one more experience that I can
relate to our spiritual life.
On one occasion, while Pat and I were visiting our son in New
York City, we were on the subway. We pulled out a map of the mass
transit system and tried to understand the mystifying information in
front of us. Without being asked, a kind stranger offered to help us get
to our destination. This kindness was something we did not expect,
what with all the stories we had heard about the rudeness of others in
the big city. But the man’s help was exactly what we needed.

Christmas Breakfast
12/30/18
On Sunday, December
30, 2018 we invite you
to our Christmas
breakfast at 9:45 am in
the Fellowship Hall. We
will not hold regular
Sunday School classes
this day. Join us for a
delicious meal and
enjoy the fellowship of
the holiday season.

In a similar way, all of us are confused, befuddled, and lost in life
in terms of our spiritual condition. We need help from an outside source
to show us the way. That’s what God did when he sent his Son into this
world. God looked at our condition and realized that he had to do
something. So he sent his Son, beginning his life in the most humble of
circumstances and eventually ending it on the cross, in order that we
might find our way to the place where we want to be.
That’s what we celebrate at Christmas - the coming of God’s Son
in response to our need. It was an extraordinary demonstration of God’s
amazing kindness and love for us. And it is exactly what we needed.
Blessings to you and all you love,
Pastor Bob

Love Pantry
Our Mission Committee recently
partnered with the Christian
Service Center to provide a Love
Pantry at Oakland Avenue
Charter School.
The Love Pantry provides food
for families in need of
assistance. Teachers and staff
who recognize a need will be
able to send children home with
food to share with their families.
We are currently working to
install a Love Pantry at
Tildenville Elementary School, as
well.

YCM Band
Christmas Concert
12/14/18
The YCM Band invites
you to their Christmas
Concert on Friday,
December 14th at 7:00
pm. We will play in the
Sanctuary and have a
reception in the
Fellowship Hall
following the concert.
We hope you can come
and enjoy the gift these
talented young people
have to offer!
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Last year, Pastor Bob
really had to think
about whether he had
been naughty or nice.

From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
The Preschool children love December and all the wonderful
magic of this blessed season! Santa will visit us again this year,
stopping at the Preschool on Tuesday, December 4th in
conjunction with our Christmas party celebration. The children
are filled with excitement and anticipation for this favorite event.
We are blessed to have Mr. Cecil Ramsey photograph the
children during their visit with Santa.
We want to wish all of our friends a very Merry Christmas
and a healthy, blessed New Year of 2019! Our last day of school
for the calendar year will be Friday, December 21st. We return to
school on Monday, January 7, 2019.
The Preschool will be hosting an Enrollment Open House
on Thursday, January 10, 2019 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. This will be
an opportunity for interested families to tour the Preschool
facilities, learn more about our school, meet the teachers and
our existing students and their parents, and enroll for the 20192020 school year. Our Preschool may very well be full for the
upcoming school year before January 2019 is over!
Thank you for all your prayers and support for the
Preschool children, families, and teachers. We wish you all the
joy of the Savior’s birth!

Learning about the meaning of Christmas
This month in Chapel and in the classroom, the Preschool students
will learn the stories of Mary and Joseph, the journey of the Wise
Men, and the wonder of our Savior Jesus’ birth. Each classroom
enjoys re-enacting the event during daily center time utilizing the
manipulative Nativity sets given to the Preschool by Pastor Bob. We
also learn about Hanukkah and the celebration of lights that will begin
this year on December 2nd.
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Children’s Choir Christmas Musical - 12/12/18
Church members and friends are
cordially invited to attend our annual
Children’s Choir Christmas Musical on
Wednesday, December 12, 2018.
A dinner will be served prior to the
performance at 5:30 pm for a suggested
donation of $2 per person, $10 max per
family.
The children will be presenting the
Christmas program beginning at 6:00 pm. We
hope you can attend!

Children’s Choir Sings
in Worship on 12/09
The Angel, Carol, and Junior
children’s choirs will join us
in worship at our 11:00
service on December 9th.
The children will light the
Advent candle and sing the
anthem Light of Hope by
Mark Patterson.
Members of the
Carol and Junior choirs are
then invited to stay after
worship for a picnic lunch,
followed by a final rehearsal
for the Christmas
performance on 12/12.

Upward Cheerleading and Basketball

Upward registration has begun! Our Upward season begins with
practices on Tuesday, January 8th. Games begin on Saturday,
January 19th. The last game will be held on March 9th. We will
wrap up our season with an awards ceremony on Sunday, March
10th.
Register: bring in or mail in this form: Upward Registration
Registration forms also available in the church lobby.
Cost: $70 per child ($15 optional additional fee for shorts)
Ages: K5-6th grade
Contact: Tiffany Goggans - tiffany@oaklandpres.org
Tiffany is also recruiting
coaches for our 2019 Upward
season. If you are willing to help,
please contact her at 407-6564452, extension 105 or via email
at tiffany@oaklandpres.org.

LEGO Club Christmas
Party on 12/01
The LEGO Club will
hold its annual Christmas
party club meeting on
Saturday, December 1st
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm.
We will have a small
gift exchange for those
wishing to participate.
Please bring a wrapped
LEGO gift valued between
$10-$13. Gift exchanges
will take place during the
last half hour.
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Deacon Star Board
There’s still time to contribute a gift card to the Deacons’
Star Board. The Star Board will be set up in the church lobby
during the week and in the narthex on Sundays. Please take a
star from the tree and then return it with a $25 gift card to Publix,
Walmart, or Target by Sunday, December 9th.
The gift cards will be distributed by Pastor Bob to
underprivileged families in our church family and community.
Thank you for helping to brighten someone’s Christmas!

The church directory app is powered by Instant Church Directory

Men’s Fellowship

Mobile App Church Directory

Our monthly
Men’s Fellowship
Supper will NOT meet in
December.

We recently integrated our contact directory with our
photo directory. You can now access photos and contact
information for our church family ALL IN ONE PLACE using
your smartphone. You’ll never have to worry about
downloading or printing the most current version - the app
refreshes automatically each time changes are made.

Our prayer
breakfast will continue
to meet every Tuesday
morning at 7:00 am,
except on Christmas
Day. If you have never
joined us for our weekly
prayer breakfast, we
hope you will come this
month! We enjoy a
freshly prepared meal
of breakfast favorites
and then join hands in
prayer for the people in
our lives.

6

Download the Instant Church Directory app to your
phone and then follow the prompts given to gain access.
Please note, for security reasons, you will not be able to
access the directory through the app unless your email
address is in our directory. If you attempt to login and it
rejects you, give Stacey a call to resolve the error.

The directory is still available to download as a pdf
through our website. The password to the Members section
of the church website has not changed.
If you have any questions or run into any problems,
please call Stacey for assistance at 407-656-4452. There are
also step-by-step instructions for app access on the bulletin
board in the church hallway across from the restrooms.

Ladies’ Lunch Out
Join us in December for the following messages from Pastor
Bob:
•

December 2: Isaiah 53:1-12; 61:1-3
The Hope Proclaimed by the Prophets

•

December 9: Habakkuk 2:20; Revelation 5:1-14
Jesus in All His Glory

•

December 16: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 2:1-7
A Different Twist to the Story

•

December 23: Luke 2:8-14

All women of the
church are invited to attend
our monthly Ladies’ Lunch Out.
This month’s luncheon is
Wednesday, December 12th at
11:30 am. We are meeting at
Bonefish Grill, located in the
Winter Garden Village.
If you plan to attend,
please let Joyce Mullins know
so that she can reserve the
correct number of seats.
Joyce can be reached via text
at 407-963-8543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

The Message of the Angels
•

December 30: Luke 2:21-38
The Joy Jesus Brings

The ladies’ lunch out will be at Bonefish Grill on December 12th

Children’s Sunday School in December
Women’s Bible Study
All children are invited to Sunday School each Sunday morning in
room 105 at 9:45 am. We start with a gathering activity and then split
into groups for the lesson.

December Lessons:
12/2:
12/09:
12/16:
12/23:
12/30:

Intergenerational Advent Faith Formation Activity
The Christmas story interactive lesson
Nativity ornaments
Advent journey game
Fellowship breakfast

The monthly Women’s Bible
study led by Pastor Bob meets
again on Monday, December
10th at 10:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall. All women of
the church are invited to attend
this monthly meeting!
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines
Congratulations!

Pat Hines, a retired media specialist who read many children’s books
as part of her job, was asked to share some book suggestions for
caregivers who might want to give the gift of reading to the children in
their lives. Here are a few of her suggestions:
Emergent readers (Pre-K and K):
•

Waiting is not Easy! by Mo Willems - the 2015 Theodor Seuss Geisel
Winner, an award that is given annually to authors/illustrators for
early readers. (All of his books are great and kid approved!)

•

Don’t Throw it to Mo! by David A. Adler - 2016 Geisel Winner

Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
Church member Brock
Fanning was recently
honored as Greater
Orlando Builders
Association’s 2018
Builder of the Year. He
was also elected to
serve on the
organization’s board of
directors for next year.
Brock is the Division
Senior Vice President
at Toll Brothers Central
Florida.
Congratulations, Brock!

Congratulations also
go to Pastor Bob, who
recently received the
2018 Volunteer of the
Year Award from the
Town of Oakland. This
award is given each
year, and previous
recipients from our
church include Frank
Merritt, Warren Griffin,
and Fred Shepherd.

•

After the Fall by Dan Santat - a story about picking oneself back up
after a failure, or courage versus fear.

•

Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamillo - one in a series of chapter books
where a pig is the main character and has exciting adventures.

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4, and 5):
•

Full of Beans by Jennifer L. Holm - historical fiction. Using the
backdrop of the revitalization of Key West, FL during the
depression, 10-year old Beans Curry learns that adults lie as well as
children and that deceit has consequences.

•

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David Anderson - realistic fiction. This
is a heartwarming story about three sixth grade boys who skip
school in order to give their teacher, who is dying of cancer, a best
last day. Even though it is a sweet story, I would rate this PG for
language, fighting, and some content. It is a good read for middleschoolers.

Family Reading (Read-aloud with child/children):
•

You Are Special by Max Lucado - a beautiful allegory of our
relationship to God and others.

•

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson fantasy fiction. The authors weave an engaging story as to how
Peter Pan became Peter Pan and ended up living in Neverland.
Great for bedtime as the chapters are short.

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make
you something else is the greatest accomplishment.”
- Ms. Bixby
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Sewing Group News
Our Sewing group recently sent a basket full of hand-knitted mittens,
hats, and scarves to The Night Ministry Sock Drive in Chicago. If you
would like to help them with projects such as these, please join them
at one of their meetings. All skill levels are welcome - we are willing
to teach!
•

December 3 - Yarn Works, 9:30 - 11:30 am

•

December 17 - Sewing and Knitting, 9:30 - 11:30 am

•

December 24 - No meeting - Merry Christmas!

Swimming Starks
Church members Benjamin
and Jonathan Stark recently
went to regionals for high
school swimming.
Jonathan swam the 200 IM,
100 Fly, and the team 200 free
relay. Jonathan also plays in
the band, and will be
performing at the Peach Bowl
in Atlanta this month.
Benjamin swam the 200 free
relay, 200 free, and 500 free.
He qualified for the state
competition, which will be held
in Stuart, FL.
Congratulations, Starks!

Habitat for Humanity Work Day
West Orange Habitat for Humanity is currently building
the second of three houses in East Winter Garden, and Oakland
Presbyterian Church will be having a work day on a Saturday in
January 2019. Our goal is to have 18 volunteers on the build
site. If we have a smaller team, they will pair us with another
group. Volunteers must be 17 years of age or older, sign a
volunteer waiver, and arrive at 8:00 am for training. We break
for lunch around noon, and we finish the day at 2:00 pm. If you
are interested in volunteering, please email the Mission
Committee at OPCMission@oaklandpres.org.

Please keep Ruth Ann
Stearns and her family in
your prayers. Jim passed
away on 11/26/18 at
Orange Regional Medical
Center, where he had been
in hospital for over a month.
Ruth Ann, we are very sorry
for your great loss. Jim will
be missed.
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Looking Ahead
•

Jan. 2 - church offices
reopen

•

Jan. 6 - LEGO Club

•

Jan. 8 - Upward begins

•

Jan. 9 - Ladies’ Lunch

•

Jan. 9 - Children’s Choir
resumes

•

Jan. 10 - Preschool Open
House

•

Jan. 13 - Cub Scouts Pancake
breakfast

•

Jan. 13 - Communion

•

Jan. 15 - Men’s Dinner

•

Jan. 26 - Cubs Pinewood
Derby

From the staff at Oakland Presbyterian Church:
May your Christmas be filled with love, joy, peace, and hope. We thank all of our
congregation for being a part of our church. It is truly our honor to serve the Lord
with you. Merry Christmas!
- Pastor Bob, Dan, Diane, Tiffany, Bonnie, Michael, Alecia, Laurie, and Stacey

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
12p - Hope Group (FH)
2p - LEGO Club (CLC, 2 -4pm)

2
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Intergenerational Advent
Workshop (FH)
11a - Traditional Service
12p - PW Christmas Joy Tea (CLC)
6p - Hope Group (FH)

3
10a - Yarn Works (FH, 1011:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC and SS
Classrooms, 6-8 pm)

4
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH, 6:30 8:30pm)

5
10a - Holy COW
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5pm)
5:30p - Dinner for youth (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6p - Children’s Choir programs
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

6
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

7
12p - Hope Group (FH)

8
12p - Hope Group (FH)

9
8:45a - Contemporary Service
11a - Traditional Service - Children’s Choir in worship
6p - Hope Group (FH)

10
10:30a - Women’s Bible study
(FH, 10:30-11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH and SS
Classrooms, 6-8pm)

11
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH and SS Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30pm)
7p - Preschool Board meeting
(Room 107)

12
10a - Holy COW
11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM Band Rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 12-5pm)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Christmas
Musical (CLC)
6p - Confirmation class
6:15p - Holy COW
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

13
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

14
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - YCM Christmas Concert
(Sanctuary and FH)

15
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:30p - Bunco (FH)

16
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

17
9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:30 11:30am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC, 6-8pm)

18
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC and SS
Classrooms, 6:30 - 8:30pm)

19
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

20
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session (FH)

21
12p - Hope Group (FH)

22
12p - Hope Group (FH)

23
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service - Baptism
of Isabella Lee Burbank
6p - Hope Group (FH)

24 - Christmas Eve

25 - Christmas Day
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

26
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

27
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)

28
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

29
12p - Hope Group (FH)

30
8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Christmas Breakfast (FH)
11a - Traditional Service
6p - Hope Group (FH)

31
Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)

Church offices are closed
12p - Hope Group (FH)
4p - Family service without Communion
6p - Traditional service with
Communion

01
Church offices are closed
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
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