December 2017

Worship Schedule December 24, 2017
•
•
•
•
•

8:45 am
9:45 am
11:00 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Contemporary Sunday worship service
Sunday School
Traditional Sunday worship service
Family Christmas Eve service
Candlelight Christmas Eve service

We will hold our regular Sunday morning worship
services on Christmas Eve this year, with Sunday School at 9:45
for those who wish to attend.
This year, we are pleased to offer a new family-oriented, kid-friendly Christmas Eve service. This
service will be no more than one hour, and we will not celebrate Communion. There will be familiar
Christmas songs with piano accompaniment, but no choir or additional instruments. Pastor Bob’s
message will be geared toward the children. Our nursery service will also be available for children up to
age 3.
Our traditional candlelight service will be held at 6:00 pm this year. This service features our choir,
piano and organ accompaniment. Communion will be celebrated at this service, and the nursery will be
available.

Don’t Miss the Boar’s Head Pageant!
Saturday, December 9th - 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 10th - 4:00 pm
Our annual Boar’s Head Pageant is a medieval
celebration of the birth of Christ that uses the time
period pageantry of the mid-fourteenth century. Come
enjoy the musical performers, traditional songs, and
elaborate period costumes (such as the Beefeater
costumes seen here.)
Tickets can be purchased at the church or on our
website: https://oaklandpres.org.
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Children’s Choir Christmas Program
Church members and friends are cordially
invited to attend our annual Children’s Choir
Musical performance on Wednesday,
December 6. A dinner will be served prior to
the performance at 5:30 pm for a suggested
donation of $2 per person, $10 max per family.
The children will be presenting the Christmas
story beginning at 6:30 pm. We hope you can
attend!

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and
Christmas seasons, we celebrate the wondrous
gift of Jesus Christ. By giving to the Christmas
Joy Offering, you honor this gift by providing
assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing
our future leaders at Presbyterian-related
ethnic schools and colleges.
Collection Date: December 24, 2017
morning services

YCM Band Christmas Concert
The YCM Band invites you to our
Christmas Concert on Friday, December 15th at
7:00 pm. We will play in the Sanctuary and have
a reception in the Fellowship Hall following the
concert.
Come hear the beautiful music these
talented children have been working on this
year!

Keys for New Exterior Doors to Church
All of the exterior doors to the front campus
of the church have been replaced. With new doors
come new keys! If you feel that you require a key to
the church, please submit a request to the Property
Committee via the church office. You can email
welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407-656-4452.
Stacey will take all requests and pass them on to the
Committee for review and approval.
The keys are numbered, and a list of people
who are given a key will be maintained by the office.
The keys will be kept by our Property Manager, Dan
Bray. Committee Chairs who need a key will be
asked to return the key when their term is over so
that our list can be updated with the new Chairperson’s name prior to redistribution. We thank you all
for your cooperation with this new process!
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SESSION NEWS

From the Pastor
We recently took our
younger youth to the corn maze
near Mt. Dora. It’s a fun activity
for all ages. In case you’ve never
been there, you should know
that people can get lost in the maze. In fact, it
happens often. The maze is that big and confusing.
To address that problem, the people that
operate the maze have built watch towers which
are staffed by employees who watch for folks who
get lost. If you raise a signal flag (sending the
message that you are lost), they’ll send someone
to rescue you. That’s a great comfort to those who
are “directionally challenged.”
In a way, this is similar to our spiritual life
and our relationship with God. Life can be
confusing and challenging. And many people lose
their way in this life and get hopelessly lost. We
need someone to come and rescue us, someone
to show us the way.
That’s why God sent His Son, Jesus, to this
earth - to save the lost and show us the way. At
this time of the year, that’s one of the things we
celebrate. Jesus came to save sinners who have
lost their way. That’s more important than Santa
or the Elf on the Shelf or even Rudolph!
As you celebrate this special time of year
with your friends and family, I encourage you to
remember the reason God sent His Son and what
the Son did to rescue those who are lost.
Forever grateful for the child in the manger
who went to the cross,
Pastor Bob

At the November meeting of Session, the elders
took the following action:
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Received and approved the Preschool budget
for the current school year
Approved a fundraiser for the Preschool on
January 11 at Frozen Cow ice cream
Approved Lee Lombardy to serve another
3-year term as a member of the Preschool
Board. Another person for the Board will be
presented at the December meeting for
approval.
Elders were reminded that Robert Stuart of the
Christian Service Center would be speaking at
the church at both services on November 19th.
Heard from the Property Committee about
on-going and future projects
Set a congregational meeting for January 14,
2018 at noon. In addition to approving any
changes in the Pastor’s compensation, the
congregation will vote on changes to our corporate charter and bylaws. These documents will
be emailed to the church members in advance
of the meeting for review.
Elected Al Passwater to serve as one of our
commissioners to the December Presbytery
meeting at Markham Woods.
Reviewed the Financial Report for the month of
October.
Received reports from several Session
committees and the Board of Deacons.
Closed the meeting with prayer for a number of
people and concerns that were shared at the
start of the meeting.

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Oct): $364,317
2017 Expenses (Jan-Oct.):
$334,156
Difference:
$30,161

Our income is currently exceeding our expenses.
Thank you for your generosity to our church!
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The Preschool children love December and all the wonderful magic of this blessed season! Santa
arrives early this year, visiting the Preschool on Tuesday, December 5th in conjunction with our Christmas
party celebration. The children are filled with excitement and anticipation for this favorite event.
In Chapel and in the classroom, the children learn the stories of Mary and Joseph, the journey of
the Wise Men, and the wonder of our Savior Jesus’ birth. Each classroom enjoys re-enacting the event
utilizing the manipulative Nativity sets given to the Preschool by Pastor Bob. We also learn about
Hanukkah and the celebration of lights that will begin this year on December 12th.
Joyful, joyful December! We want to wish all our friends a very Merry Christmas and a healthy,
blessed New Year of 2018. Our last day of school for the calendar year will be December 21st. We return
to school on Monday, January 8, 2018.
Watch for announcements regarding fundraisers soon! We are planning to visit Frozen Cow in
early January and Panda Express in February. Thank you for all your prayers and support for the
Preschool children, families, and teachers. We wish you all the joy of the Savior’s birth!

Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

Parent’s Day Out
A gift EXCLUSIVELY for the
parents of Oakland Presbyterian
Church.
LEGO Club Meeting
The Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Group
will meet on Saturday, December 2nd at
2:00 pm in the Christian Life Center. All are
welcome!

Saturday, December 16, 2017
9:00 am - 5:00 pm in the CLC
Children may be left for all or part
of the day.
Children in Preschool through grade 6
Please sign up at the church office in advance (407-6564452 or welcome@oaklandpres.org) and inform us of
any food allergies.
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Women’s Bible Studies

Ladies’ Lunch Out

The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, December 13th at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at Bonefish Grill in Winter Garden, located
at the Winter Garden Village. The address is 3276
Daniels Rd. Suite P108.
We meet the second Wednesday of every
month at various restaurants in the West Orange
area, and all ladies of the church are welcome. If
you plan to attend this month, please let Joyce
Mullins know by contacting her via text or phone
call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

We offer two monthly Bible studies for
women. You are welcome to join us for one
or for both! Both studies use the same
curriculum. This year’s study is called “Cloud
of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in
Hebrews.”
•

Monday, December 11 at 10:30 am
This study is led by Pastor Bob

•

Saturday, December 16 at 2:30 pm
This study is led by PW

Deacon Star Board
Thank you to everyone who has donated a
gift card for the Deacons’ Star Board so far. There is
still time to contribute! Gift cards in $25 increments
for Wal-Mart, Target, or Publix are very much
appreciated. Please drop them off at the church by
December 10th. The church gives the gift cards
away to families in need who could use a little extra
help making their holiday season bright.

Women’s Sewing Group
This month, the Sewing Group will
only be meeting at the church for our Yarn
Works knitting on Monday, December 4th at
10:00 am. Our Christmas luncheon will be
held at a private residence on December
18th, which will be arranged via email and
phone calls.
We will meet in January for sewing
projects on the 15th and 22nd.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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Upward Basketball and Cheerleading

Join us in December for the following messages
from Pastor Bob in his new series on Hope:
•

December 3: Revelation 21:22-22:5
Hope that Transcends History

•

December 10: Romans 5:1-11
Our Hope is Built on God’s Love and
Christ’s Work

•

December 17: Job 17:1-16
Our Calling to Give Others Hope

•

December 24: Psalm 9:18; Luke 1:39-56
God Cares for the Suffering and Oppressed
Of This World

•

Christmas Eve services: Luke 2:1-20
The Hopes and Fears of All the Years

•

December 31: Luke 2:22-40
Joy and a Hint of Sorrow

Men’s Fellowship
Our monthly Men’s Fellowship Supper will
NOT meet in December.
Our prayer breakfast WILL continue to
meet every Tuesday morning at 7:00 am. If you
have not yet joined us for our weekly prayer
breakfast, we hope you will come this month!
We enjoy a hearty, freshly prepared meal of
breakfast favorites and then join hands in prayer
for the people in our lives. The Men’s Prayer
Breakfast is taking our annual Christmas photo
on December 12th, so come dressed in red or
green!

Upward registration has begun! Our Upward
season begins the week of January 9th with
practices once a week. Games begin on
January 20th. The last game will be held March
10th. We will wrap up our season with our
awards banquet on March 11th. Register
online at:
http://registration.upward.org/UPW65556

Do you like to play basketball? Do you like to
cheer loudly for all to hear? If you said yes to
either of these questions, then we can use you
as an Upward coach! Tiffany is looking for
coaches for our 2018 Upward season. Practices
are only once a week for an hour, and games
are on Saturday mornings. If you can help,
please contact Tiffany Goggans via email at
tiffany@oaklandpres.org.

OFFICE HOURS IN DECEMBER
The church offices will be closed from
Christmas Day until January 2, 2018 so that our
staff can enjoy the holidays with their families.
The campus will still be open to various groups
who are planning to meet that week.
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The family of Peggy Lombardo would like to invite
all of our church friends to join us for a birthday party to
celebrate Peggy’s 90th birthday. Stop by the Oakland
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall any time between
3:00 and 5:00 pm on Saturday, December 16th. We hope
you can all join us to wish Peggy a very blessed and happy
birthday!
Peggy’s family is asking that you secretly send
birthday messages (notes, letters, cards, emails, etc.) in
care of Margaret Kirwan to 711 Valencia Shores Dr.
Winter Garden, FL 34787 or email at mkirwan@aol.com.
The messages will be presented to Peggy as a surprise
gift.

At this time we wish to express sympathy to Mike
and Lynn Griffith, a couple of our members who moved
to north Georgia. Lynn’s son, Jake, died after being hit by
a car while riding his bicycle near Denver on Monday,
November 27th.
If you would like to send a card to Mike and Lynn,
please use this address (the church directory has been
updated, but if you are using an old version, the address
listed will be incorrect):
Mike and Lynn Griffith
640 Mountain Top Rd.
Blairsville, GA 30512

Holiday Brunch December 31
The Band of Brothers Sunday School class is
sponsoring a brunch on Sunday, December 31st at
9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. We will not have
regular Sunday School classes this day. Join us for a
meal and enjoy the fellowship of the holiday
season.
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Looking Ahead - January 2018

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan 1
Jan. 6
Jan. 7
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 14
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 21

New Year’s Day - church offices closed
Epiphany of the Lord
LEGO Club, 2 pm, CLC
Girl Scouts, 3 pm, FH
Upward Sports season begins
Ladies’ Lunch Out
Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby
Communion
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Men’s Fellowship Supper
Christian Education Faith Formation meeting

Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and
the small, was singing! Without any presents at
all!
He HADN’T stopped Christmas from
coming! IT CAME! Somehow or other, it came just
the same!
And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet icecold in the snow, Stood puzzling and puzzling:
“How could it be so?”
“It came without ribbons! It came without
tags! It came without packages, boxes, or bags!”
And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler
was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he
hadn’t before!
“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t
come from a store.”
“Maybe Christmas … perhaps … means a
little bit more!”
-Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas

The staff of Oakland Presbyterian Church would
like to wish all of our church members and
friends a joyous Christmas season. May you all
be surrounded by love and laughter. We pray
that you will be blessed with health and
happiness in the new year to come. Thank you
for being a part of our church family!

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Office Administrator * Stacey Gillespie
Business Manager * Alecia Spence

Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

December 2017

Fri

Sat

1

2

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
2p - LEGO Club (CLC)
5:30p - Bunco (FH)

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service, Children’s
Choir sings
2p - Boar’s Head Tech rehearsal
(Sanctuary and FH, 2p - 4p)

10a - Yarn Works (FH, 10a - 11:30a)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (CLC)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Cub Scouts Blue and Gold
Committee meeting (CLC)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Children’s Choir Christmas
Program (CLC)
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Boar’s Head Dress Rehearsal
(Sanctuary and FH, 6-8 pm)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

10:30a - Women’s Bible Study (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Staff Christmas party
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)
7p - Preschool Board Meeting

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out - Bonefish
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Upward Sports Sign Ups
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - YCM Band Christmas Concert
and Reception (Sanctuary and FH)

9a - Parents’ Day Out (CLC, 9a - 5p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
3:00p - Peggy Lombardo 90th birthday party (FH, 3:00 - 6:00 pm)
2:30p - PW Bible Study (Parlor)

17

18

19

20

21 - FIRST DAY OF WINTER

22

23

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

9a - YCM Solo Help Sessions (Choir
room, 9a - 5p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club
6:30p - Cub Scouts potluck (CLC)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Scouts Round Table Mtg (CLC and
Sunday School classrooms)
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - Session (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

24 - CHRISTMAS EVE

25

26

27

28

29

30

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

BOAR’S HEAD PAGEANT, 4 PM

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
4p - Christmas Eve family service
6p - Christmas Eve candlelight service
with Communion
31 - NEW YEAR’S EVE

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Holiday Brunch (FH)
11a - Traditional Service

BOAR’S HEAD PAGEANT
7:30 pm

