August 1, 2019

The Oakleaf
Youth Sunday is August 11!
Our Youth Group is taking over
both worship services on Sunday,
August 11. Our youth will serve as
greeters, ushers, lay readers, and
musicians. They will also provide the
day’s message. A few of the youth will
provide testimony on their recent
mission trip, and there will be a slide
show to share with the congregation.
We look forward to seeing the Youth
leading worship!
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CALENDAR
HIGHLIGHTS

The Elders of the church have called a Congregational Meeting
for Sunday, August 25. The meeting will begin immediately
following the 11:00 am worship service in the Sanctuary. The
purpose of the meting is to elect new officers. All church
members are invited to attend this meeting. Information on the
nominees will be available soon.

• 8/3: PW Bible Study
• 8/3: Cub Scouts game
night
• 8/11: Blessing Backpacks
• 8/11: Youth Sunday
• 8/11: Communion
• 8/14: Ladies’ Lunch Out
• 8/18: 3rd Grade Bibles
• 8/19: Deacon meeting
• 8/21: Children’s Choir
resumes
• 8/21: Youth Group
resumes
• 8/25: Congregational
meeting

Blessing of the Backpacks
A Day Away
In a Quiet Place
Maya Angelou said,
“Each person deserves a
day away in which no
problems are confronted,
no solutions searched for.
Each of us needs to
withdraw from the cares
which will not withdraw
from us.” Similarly, when
Jesus’ disciples were
consumed with ministry, he
urged them, “Come with me
by yourselves to a quiet
place and get some
rest” (Mark 6:31).
The late days of
summer might be just the
time to seek “a day away”
not only from problems but
even from ministry. While
serving God and others can
be energizing, we must
balance work with rest. God
set that example, resting
after creating the world;
Jesus set that example,
calling his disciples away—
not just alone, but with
him—to be refreshed.
Spend a relaxing day
at a lake or the beach. Go
on a scrapbooking retreat
or a leisurely hike with a
friend. Find a space for
prayer and silence, and
invite Jesus into that time
and space. And remember
another message he
shared: “Come to me, all
who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28).
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On Sunday, August 11, we
will have a “Blessing of
the Backpacks” for all of
our students before they
go back to school on
August 12.
For just a moment in each
worship service, we will
pray for our students as
they head into a new
school year. All students
are asked to bring their
backpack to worship with
them (home-school
students, too!)

3rd Graders to Receive
Adventure Bibles

Our third grade Bible
presentation will be on Sunday,
August 18 at both worship
services. Every year at OPC, we
present current third graders
with a new Bible. We feel that
third grade is the perfect time
for students to start reading
God’s word. Children who are in
the third grade this school year
are invited to join Ms. Tiffany for
this special presentation.

From the Pastor
In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus said, “You are the light
of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and
it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Maybe some of you remember the song many of us learned as
children: “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.”

Session News
At their July meeting,
the Elders of the church
took the following
actions:
•

Learned from the
Clerk that the
Nominating
Committee is
continuing its work
to nominate new
Elders and Deacons
to the Class of
2022, who will be
elected by the
congregation on
August 25.

•

Heard the
Treasurer’s Report.

•

Received reports
from several
committees,
including Worship,
Fellowship, CE,
Property, and
Mission.

•

Reviewed the
church’s existing
Disaster/
Emergency Plan.

•

Approved a request
from the Town of
Oakland to host a
“Coffee with the
Town Manager”
meeting in the Fall
(date TBD).

•

Approved one
membership
transfer request.

•

Had prayer for
several people in
the congregation.

But sometimes we forget to let our light shine. This was brought
home to me on a recent trip to Pennsylvania, when Pat and I went to see my
folks. On our way back, we drove through some stormy areas and
construction zones where it was required by law to have the headlights on.
However, when we crossed the state line into Florida, it wasn’t raining and
there was no construction. So after a pit stop, I didn’t turn the headlights
back on. The sun was still shining, so we didn’t need them.
When we got to the Jacksonville area, there were a lot of street
lights on the interstate to help with visibility. I wasn’t having any trouble
seeing even though my headlights weren’t on. The street lights and the
headlights of the other cars gave me all the light I needed. I wasn’t carrying
my weight in terms of helping others see the road (and me!)
Finally, a friendly driver got behind me and flashed his lights at me. I
did some checking of my dashboard and discovered, to my chagrin, that I
had failed to turn my lights on. I fixed the problem right away and continued
on our journey.
The takeaway from this experience for me is that we can’t let others
do all the work in showing people how to find their way in the darkness of
this world. Let your light shine. Do your part, even if you don’t think you have
much influence. A smile, a kind word, a willingness to listen - these could be
just as important as donating money or volunteering at a charity that helps
others.
Let your light shine. And don’t be too hard on the person driving
without their lights on. It could be me!
- Pastor Bob

Financial Report
2019 Jan.-July Contributions:

$84,750

2019 Jan. - July Expenses:

$76,372

Balance:

$8,378
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
While you are reading this, our summer is
quickly coming to a close and the new school
year will be fast upon us! The 2019-20 school
year for Oakland Presbyterian Preschool will
begin with “Meet the Teacher” on Friday August
9 from 10:00 am until noon in the CLC. The
school year officially begins on Monday, August
12. The Preschool enrollment has been at
capacity since our Open House in January 2019, so we are starting this new year with a
full house. Let the new school year begin!
We will be hosting our annual “VPK (Voluntary Pre Kindergarten) Parents’ Night”
on Tuesday, August 20 at 6:00 pm. At this meeting, we share all the information the
parents of VPK children need during this final year of their child’s preschool education.
Planning ahead to the upcoming holiday season, the
Preschool will be hosting our annual Yankee Candle
fundraiser from August 27 through September 10. The sale of
these excellent products benefits our preschool while you
obtain quality gifts for the holidays! I purchase a few jars of
odor absorbing gel and a room spray or two each year! The
Preschool has purchased very beneficial classroom materials
with the proceeds from Yankee Candle over the years. Thank
you for your continued support and prayers!

Ladies’ Lunch Out

All women of the church are invited to attend our monthly Ladies’ Lunch Out. This
month’s luncheon is Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 11:30 am. We are meeting at
TooJay’s Deli in Winter Garden, located at 10185 W. Colonial Dr.
If you plan to attend, please let Joyce Mullins know so that she can reserve the
correct number of seats. Joyce can be reached via call or text at 407-963-8543 or email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
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Children’s Choir Resumes August 21!
All children of the community are invited
to join our Children’s choirs. We invite ages
three (if potty-trained) through fifth grade to
join us. We meet Wednesday evenings
beginning August 21, 2019.
A kid-friendly meal is served at 5:30 pm
in the Christian Life Center for just $2 per meal.
The children are divided into three ageappropriate choirs. They will sing, play instruments, attend Bible
study, enjoy craft and recreation times, and grow in faith with our
Faith Formation Centers. The program ends at 7:45 pm.
The children will lead in worship several times throughout
the year. The cost to register is just $10 for non-members with a
maximum fee of $20 per family. Registration is free for church
members. Forms are available outside the children’s choir room
and in the church lobby.

LEGO Club
The LEGO Club will not be
meeting in August as our
volunteers and club leaders
will be recovering from
Summer Camps! We look
forward to seeing you all
again in September.

Vacation Bible School Fun - July 8-12

Bible Study Time

Music and Dance!
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Just a Few Highlights from our LEGO Camps
June 24-28 and July 15-19

We have two weeks of LEGO camp
(with different campers each week).
Everyone, including our volunteers,
had a blast!
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Our First Ever Sewing Camp Was A Success!
Our inaugural group of
sewing campers
learned how to sew on
buttons, measure and
cut fabric, and operate
a sewing machine,
among other things.
They each made two
pillowcases—one to
take home and one to
donate. A great time
was had by all.
Sewing Camp was
held July 22-26.

Learning at Music Camp
Some of our Music Campers are
pictured at left practicing on the Orff
Mallets. Campers this year have
enjoyed fun learning music-based
games, singing, Orff Mallets, piano/
keyboard, handbells, and recorders.
They will wrap up camp this Friday,
August 2nd with a performance for
their families.
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The Book Nook with Pat Hines
Geisel 2019 Award Books: First presented in 2006, this award is given to the best
books for beginning readers. For more information, go to: http://www.ala.org/alsc/
awardsgrants/bookmedia/geiselaward/geiselabout

Emergent readers (PK and K) and Primary (Grades 1 and 2):
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fox the Tiger by Corey R. Tabor, 2019 Geisel Medal Winner, (Mentioned in the June Book Nook)
The Adventures of Otto: See Pip Flap by David Milgrim, 2019 Honor Book
Fox + Chick: The Party and Other Stories by Sergio Ruzzier, 2019 Honor Book
King & Kayla and the Case of the Lost Tooth by Dori Hillestad Butler, 2019 Honor Book
Tiger vs. Nightmare by Emily Tetri, 2019 Honor Book

Some of my favorites:
•
•
•
•

Waiting by Kevin Henkes, 2016 Honor Book
Waiting Is Not Easy! by Mo Willems, 2015 Honor Book
The Watermelon Seed by Greg Pizzoli, 2014 Medal Book
Let’s Go for a Drive by Mo Willems, 2013 Honor Book

Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal: Since 2001, this award is given to “the author(s) and
illustrator(s) of the most distinguished informational book.” For more information, go to: http://
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/sibertmedal/sibertbout

Intermediate (Grades 3, 4 and 5) and Middle School:
•

•
•
•
•
•

The Girl Who Drew Butterflies: How Maria Merian’s Art Changed Science by Joyce Sidman, 2019
Medal Winner; gorgeous illustrations accompany this biography of a woman who went dared to
follow her passion.
Camp Panda by Catherine Thimmesh, 2019 Honor Book; fabulous photographs and narrative about
these beloved animals and their survival.
Spooked! How a Radio Broadcast and The War of the Worlds Sparked the 1938 Invasion of America
by Gail Jarrow, 2019 Honor Book; fascinating account.
The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees by Don Brown, 2019 Honor Book; using graphic comic
book style, Brown relates the horrific situation in Syria.
We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorell, 2019 Honor Book; Cherokee words are used
throughout as the year unfolds into seasons, seasons of gratitude.
When Angels Sing: The Story of Rock Legend Carlos Santana by Michael Mahin, 2019 Honor Book;
illustrations show the passion of Santana’s music.

Some of my favorites:
•
•
•
•
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Separate Is Never Equal; Sylvia Mendez & her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan Tonatiuh,
2015 Honor Book
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus by Jen Bryant, 2015 Medal Book
Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson, 2013 Honor Book
Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade by Melissa Sweet, 2012
Medal Winner

Youth News
All youth in grades 6 - 12 are invited to join us for our regular weekly meetings! We meet
Wednesday evenings beginning August 21. Youth are invited to dinner at 5:30 pm (cost
is $2 per plate), with our youth fellowship beginning at 6:00 pm. If you are interested in
helping out with snack donations, we would be most grateful! Any kind of individually
wrapped cookies, crackers, chips, etc. would be perfect.

Youth Mystery Dinner Raises Funding for Mission Trip

Our Youth put on quite the show on July
13. The mystery “who-dun-it” was played to
a full house. Everyone enjoyed the show
and the meal. Above is a group photo of
the talented cast.

The middle school youth, pictured
above, worked hard to ensure everyone
had plenty of food and drink.

Left, the youth who
attended the mission trip
the week of July 21.
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Music Ministry Update from our Director of Music
A new season of Music and Worship is upon us! This fall
will feature all of our beloved traditions, old and new, including:
Blessing of the Animals, Reformation, All Saints, Christ the King
Sundays, and all of our traditional Advent and Christmas Eve
Services. In addition to these services, we will be dedicating our
new robes and all of our Music and Worship ensembles during a
Service of Dedication on September 29. On December 15, the
Music Ministry will also present “Christmas Music Sunday.” This
service will feature many of our vocal and instrumental
ensembles in the sounds and words of the season.
Please prayerfully consider joining one of the many opportunities
offered by the Music Ministry of Oakland Presbyterian Church. Among other groups, we have
the Sanctuary Choir, Chancel Choir, Memorial Choir, Praise Team, Children’s Choirs, YCM
Band, Jubilation Ringers, Brass Ensemble, and String Ensemble. For any questions or details
on these groups, please contact Michael Shortal via email at michael@oaklandpres.org.

Update from Scholarship Recipient Betty Maxi

Betty Maxi was the first
recipient of the OPC
Scholarship for college
education. Thanks to the
scholarship she received, she
was able to hold an internship
during her first year and attend
a study abroad program in
South Korea. She recently
graduated from the University
of South Florida and plans to
work for one year before
continuing her education in
pursuit of an MBA in Finance.
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Looking Ahead
•

Sept. 2 - Labor Day (church offices closed)

•

Sept. 8 - LEGO Club

•

Sept. 8 - Communion

•

Sept. 9 - Women’s Bible study

•

Sept. 14 - Bunco

•

Sept. 15 - Back to Church Sunday

•

Sept. 17 - Men’s Fellowship Supper

•

Sept. 21 - Cub Scouts Regatta and Welcome
Back BBQ

•

Sept. 28 - PW Ladies’ Tea

•

Sept. 29 - New Choir and Children’s Choir
robes dedicated in worship

“Forever is composed of nows.”
- Emily Dickinson

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to worship on Sundays!
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Dan Bray - Property Manager
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Stacey Gillespie - Office Administrator
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Michael Shortal - Director of Music
Alecia D. Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Heidi Wingard - Youth Director

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

August 2019

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - Music Camp musical
performance and dinner (CLC)

9:00 am - CFP PW Bible study
(whole church, 9 am - 2:30 pm)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:00 pm - Cub Scouts Game Night
(CLC)

Music Camp (July 29 - Aug. 2) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm (in CLC)

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Choir rehearsal
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

7:00 am - Men’s Breakfast (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
3:00 pm - YCM Rehearsal (Sanctuary, 3-5
pm)
6:00 pm - Youth Sunday rehearsal
(Sanctuary, 6-7 pm)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

10:00 am - Preschool Meet the
Teacher (CLC, 10 am - 12 pm)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

11 - Communion

12 - First Day of School

13

14

15

16

17

Youth Sunday
Blessing of the Backpacks

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

7:00 am - Men’s Breakfast (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH, 6:308:30)
7:00 pm - Preschool Board

11:30 am - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
3:00 pm - YCM Band Open House

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (Forum)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)
7:00 pm - Session (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

3rd Grade Bibles

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:00 pm - Deacon Meeting
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (First
meeting, FH and CLC, 6-8 pm)

7:00 am - Men’s Breakfast (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:00 pm - VPK Parent Night (CLC)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - Dinner for children and youth
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir
6:00 pm - Youth Group
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Choir rehearsal
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
12:00 pm - Congregational
Meeting (Sanctuary)
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts (CLC and
classrooms, 6 - 8 pm)

7:00 am - Men’s Breakfast (FH)
12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts (FH and
classrooms, 6:30-8:30)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
5:30 pm - Dinner for children and youth
6:00 pm - Children’s Choir
6:00 pm - Youth Group
7:30 pm - Sanctuary Choir

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 pm - Mah Jongg (FH)
7:00 pm - South Lake A Capella
Chorus (Choir room)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

12:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Choir rehearsal
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

8:45 am - Contemporary worship
9:45 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Choir rehearsal
11:00 am - Traditional worship
12:00 pm - Fellowship Hour
6:00 pm - Hope Group (FH)

