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Wanted! Online Sunday Worship Curators

We are seeking 4-5 people to minister to our weekly congregation that joins us via Facebook Live at the 11:00 service by serving as an online worship curator. Each week,
one of these people will greet worshipers as they log on,
offer reminders and instructions just for them, encourage
interaction, troubleshoot and pass on technical issues and
generally serve as our online greeter and host for this important part of our congregation.
General knowledge of social media and Facebook helpful.
Training will be offered. Can serve in this role on-site at
OPC on Sunday mornings or at home yourself. With 4-5
people in this ministry team, each person serves one Sunday a month. Interested in learning more? Let us know
at welcome@oaklandpres.org or call the church office
at 407.656.4452.

IMPORTANT DATES

•

April 2 -3
Spring Fever in the
Garden

•

April 3
Preschool Sunday

•

April 10
Palm Sunday

•

April 16
Easter Egg Hunt

•

April 17
Easter Sunday

From the Pastor
It’s Easter Time

March 2022
Contributions:
$ 64,956

Feb 2022
Expenses:

$64,799

Balance:

$157

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760

Growing up in Kansas City,
I remember Easter time as
when the outside world
was finally breaking out of
the long, gray winter
months. Our crabapple
tree went into bloom,
tulips poked their heads up
from the under the soil,
oak and maple trees
showed the first signs of
leaves, and sunny days
became a little more
frequent. We didn’t have to
wear heavy jackets to walk
to school, and kickball
games picked up again at
recess.
When I was in Junior High, I got an Easter Suit I really loved - a
genuine three-piecer with a cool button down vest and a real tie
(not a clip-on). Putting on that suit,, I felt like I was making the
change from a child to an adult. I was so proud to wear it to church
on Easter Sunday.
While a seminary student, I experienced my first dedicated Good
Friday service. It was in the cavernous gothic chapel on the campus
of Princeton University and was led by students, sharing Bible
readings and gradually dousing candles. For the first time, I felt the
emotional power of Jesus’ suffering and death - which made the
Easter service three days later far more poignant and meaningful
for me.
Easter Time, each year, reminds me of how change is such a vital
part of my Christian faith. Just as change comes upon the natural
world every Springtime, I have cultivated an expectation to see
change and new growth in my spiritual life. I want to see signs of
transformation in my important relationships, in my connection
with God, in my professional abilities and opportunities, and in the
communities of which I am a part.
I don’t know about you, but I need to see some change in myself
this Easter Time. I want to be bolder and more confident as a
servant of Christ; yet also more sensitive and engaged with the
people around me, as He was. It might sound strange, but I also
want to see change in what should be unchanging, yet is often
inconsistent or neglected: prayer and quiet time with the Lord,
work-life balance, and taking care of my health and fitness.
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What about you? What are the changes you are longing to see as Easter
comes around again this month? How are you going to see those
needed changes happen?
I don’t think I can fully appreciate the spiritual impact of Easter if I
haven’t also remembered and re-created the events of the previous
week. From Palm Sunday on, Jesus final teachings, his last times with
his disciples, his anguish, suffering, torture and death so that the way
might be opened for me to experience newness of life set the stage for
the triumph and celebration of Resurrection Morning.
So I hope you’ll make it a priority to experience all the worship
coming at Oakland Pres: Palm Sunday with the music of the Childrens
Choir at the 11:00 service, a special Holy Week worship service on
Thursday, April 14 at 7 pm with the Sacrament of Communion, and
Easter Sunday at both 8:45 and 11:00. I believe that whole week will be
a special time for renewal for you, and for the whole church.

April
Sermons
FOCUS:
Christian Faith. No Additives. No Preservatives.

Series - Fresh.
April 4

Romans 12:1-5
The Church /New Community

April 10
Romans 13:11-14
In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Eternal Hope/Living in

Pastor Craig

Between

April 17
Romans 15:14-16, 20
Christian Mission/Making
Known What is Unknown
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin

April showers bring May flowers!

MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST Tuesday 7am
Sewing Group
EVERY
Monday 9:30am
PW Bible Study
2nd Monday
9:30AM

Our annual Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital was back
in full swing this year after a smaller,
quieter event last year. Always a great
deal of fun for an extremely worthy
cause. We were very successful in our
efforts and our current total raised for
the children is over $3000! Much gratitude to all our children,
parents, teachers and donors who made this outreach a success!
We appreciate Tiffany, Craig and Fred Shepherd for cheering the
children on, and for their traffic control skills. The popsicles at the
end are always a great reward! Thank you! (we have photos of Craig
riding a bike with the children……….)
This month will start with the Preschool children singing at the
11:00 am worship service on Sunday April 3 rd . We are very excited
and happy to be back with the congregation in the sanctuary! We
have moved Chapel time with Tiffany back to the sanctuary, after a
year and a half of Chapel in our classrooms or the CLC main gym.
The children love making the walk from the CLC to the sanctuary
and sitting in the pews while they listen to a Bible story, sing songs
and pray under Tiffany’s direction. The sanctuary is very special for
the children.
On Tuesday April 26th the
Preschool children will
celebrate Moms with the
return of Muffins for Mom.
We are thrilled to invite our
Moms into the CLC to be
entertained by the children
singing and to enjoy
muffins! We have missed
this annual event.

Enrollment for the 2022-23 school year is full and we have a wait
list. We are very blessed.
Have a wonderful April!
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From the Director of Christian Education
Youth Group
The Wednesday night Faith Formation Class for
children is spending the month of April learnign
about the events of Holy Week and Easter. We are
also getting ready for the children to sing in
worship for Palm Sunday and process into the
sanctuary waving palm branches. We are having a
fun time watching our Holy Moly videos that lead
us in study each week of our Bible story.
Youth group continues to meet the second and
fourth Wednesday every month. We are also studying the events of Holy
Week and Easter. We are having
wonderful conversations about those
events and how they relate to teenagers
today.

Children's Sunday School class:
Make a plan to stay after the 8:45 service or come early for the 11:00
service and join a Sunday School Class. Sunday School is a great place
to meet people from both services
and
study the Bible with others. For
more
questions about Sunday School,
email
Tiffany
at Tiffany@oaklandpres.org.

Easter Egg Hunt:
After two long years, we are back to having
an in person Easter Egg Hunt!
Be sure to mark April 16th at 10 am in the
CLC. We will have a storytime, crafts,
treats, games, and of course lots of Easter
Eggs. Invite your family, friends, and
neighbors but be sure to be on time
because the eggs go quick!

Vacation Bible School is coming
July 1 1-15 from 9 am to 12 pm!!
This year's theme is Passport to
Peace.
‘Round
the
world
or just
down
the street, make peace with everyone you meet!
Welcome to Passport to Peace, an
interactive Vacation Bible School
curriculum designed to help children
make peace a way of life.
Peacemaking skills are essential for
those who want to follow Jesus’ way
of peace. The five Bible stories in
this curriculum encourage children
to listen to and learn from people
who are different, care for people
who are sick or suffering, creatively
work to keep everyone safe, and refuse to respond to conflict with violence. Through worship and drama,
Bible study, art projects and active
games, children learn that there are
many opportunities and ways to live
as peacemakers. Passport to
Peace invites children to see every
person as part of God’s family, and
every interaction as an opportunity
for peacemaking. In a world that is
too often divided by race, class, ethnicity, and country of
origin, Passport to Peace is a reminder that the love of God and the
way of peace transcend all borders
and divisions. All are welcome in the
family of God. Led by God’s Spirit,
we can all participate in creating a
more peaceful world.
To register for VBS click HERE
Vacation Bible School can't happen
without LOTS and LOTS of volunteers! Please consider volunteering
for VBS and let Tiffany know if you
are interested.
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Session News
At their February meeting, the Session took
the following actions:
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•

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Derek
Blakeslee who stated that our expenses
have exceeded our income for the year
($5,540).

•

We have a New Member to OPC! Carol
Reid was unanimously placed into the
Active Membership by Letter of Transfer
from VanPort Presbyterian Church, Beaver
PA. Carol is a longtime Presbyterian from
Western PA who has served as an Elder
and also helped organize a longstanding Lent Soup Dinners at her former church, a program
which is still active today. She also served on the Finance Committee and was a Sunday
School teacher for children. Her husband John passed away 25 years ago; she has three adult
children, four grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. She attends OPC with her daughter
Debbie (who, by the way, grew up in the same school with Bob Hines!). She isn’t as physically
active as she used to be, and doesn’t drive herself, but has a mature faith and loves to serve
the church anyway she can. Welcome Carol!

•

The Session also noted that three OPC members passed in the last month: Tom Edwards, Al
Passwater and Mark Nelson.

•

The Session elected to keep Al Passwater's unfulfilled remaining term of office open until the
next round of nominations and elections in August.

•

A motion to return to serving communion by trays beginning with the Maundy Thursday
service on April 14 was made, discussed and then withdrawn by the committee chairman for
further discussion by the Worship Committee after several questions and concerns were
presented. In the meantime, prepackaged elements will continue to be used.

•

Pastor Craig reported that the avg. worship attendance so far this year: January 96/week;
February 118/week; march so far 116/week. One unique Sunday: Feb. 6 with both Childrens
Choir and BSA Scout Sunday - 176.

•

The next meeting of the Session will be April 21, 2022

From the Director of Children’s Choir

Both Primary and Junior Choirs will lead in worship
on Sunday, April 10
as we celebrate Palm Sunday at the 11:00am service.
Children will
begin the service with a joyful introit of drumming
and scripture, then
process down the aisle with banners and palms.
Primaries and Juniors
will sing a combined anthem, with the older children
accompanying
themselves on Orff mallets. Juniors will sing a
combined anthem with
the Sanctuary Choir and Handbell choir.
https://oaklandpres.breezechms.com/form/Musiccamp22

CONTACT BONNIE LITTERAL AT 407-466-7554
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion
at home to members who are not able to be with
us because they are homebound, or in assisted
living or hospital. If you or someone you love
desires communion at home, please call the
church office by Wednesday after the first Sunday
of the month so that you can be scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at home.
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to
our church!
Worship at 11:00 am in person or online
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Pastor Craig Sumey - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Don Wingate - Interim Property Manager
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs

Jeremy Morada - Director of Music
Travis Nornhold - Tech
Alecia Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Artrelle Tribbett - Office Administrator

