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IMPORTANT DATES

•

March 3
Annual Trike-a-thon

Wanted! Online Sunday Worship Curators
We are seeking 4-5 people to minister to our weekly congregation that joins us via Facebook Live at the 11:00 service by serving as an online worship curator. Each week, one of these people will greet worshipers as they log on, offer reminders and instructions just for them, encourage interaction, troubleshoot
and pass on technical issues and generally serve as our online
greeter and host for this important part of our congregation.
General knowledge of social media and Facebook helpful.
Training will be offered. Can serve in this role on-site at OPC
on Sunday mornings or at home yourself. With 4-5 people in
this ministry team, each person serves one Sunday a
month. Interested in learning more? Let us know
at welcome@oaklandpres.org or call the church office
at 407.656.4452.

•

March 6
Preschool Hippo
Dedication

•

March 11
Preschool Spring Break

•

April 2
Spring Fever in the
Garden

From the Pastor
Christian Faith - A Fresh
Beginning

Jan 2022
Contributions:
$ 28,597

Jan 2022
Expenses:

$34,437

Balance:

$5,540

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760
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Lynn and I live not too far
from Downtown Winter
Garden, so from time to
time on Saturday mornings
we walk down to visit the
Farmer’s Market. It’s
HUUUGE. So many
booths. So wide a variety of
food items and crafts. So
many people! We never
fail to stop by the produce
market in the Pavilion to
pick up fresh fruits and
vegetables.
Somehow, it’s comforting to eat something which is only a few
days…maybe just a few hours…from the fields and orchards they
came from. When we lived in North Idaho, we often drove an hour
to the west in Washington to a place called Green Bluff where we
would pick cherries, peaches and apples right off the tree! Lynn had
a beautiful garden at the time, and she would ask me to go out and
harvest some tomatoes, lettuce and strawberries for our meal that
night. Some of the families in our church had small chicken coops
in their backyard, and could count on a fresh egg or two for
breakfast.
Preserving things, be it food, great ideas, worthy traditions, even
doctrines of faith, can seem like an important effort but something
important can be lost in the process…freshness! Sweetness fades,
outside influences take over, the artificial replaces the genuine, and
we forget the excitement and hope we felt when all things were
made new.
The season of Lent in the Christian Year calendar was meant to be a
time for annual refreshment for Christians and the church. It was
the season that new catechumenates studied the life-changing
doctrines of the faith and prepared for baptism…rising to new life!
At the same time, seasoned Christians would break old habits,
reconnect with the Word, and recharge their dormant, sleepy
discipleship in preparation for Holy Week and Easter.

So I thought this year’s season of Lent, in the midst of so much change
and uncertainty, might be a good time for all of us to take a fresh look
at the crucial, essential ideas of the Christian Faith - the definition of
God, human potential and brokenness, salvation in Jesus Christ, the
Holy Spirit, the Church, the hope of eternal life, and more. This is a
good time to let them reinvigorate our spirits and sharpen our focus.

Our guide will be none other than the Apostle Paul and his seminal
theological work The Letter to the Church in Rome or simply
“Romans.” Through the ages, this book of the New Testament has
provided fresh insights to those seeking an understanding of the core
of Christian doctrine and belief.

Does your faith need a fresh start? Does your life need a fresh
perspective? Let’s join together this month and next and go back to a
time when the Christian faith burst on the scene with dynamic vitality,
revealing a whole new reality in Jesus Christ. Who knows? It may be
just what we need right now!

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Craig

March
Sermons
FOCUS:
Christian Faith. No Additives.
No Preservatives.

Series - Fresh.
March 6

Romans 1:1-7
Trinity: the Christian Definition of God

March 13
Romans 2:1-6
Sin: Humanity’s Big Problem

March 20
Romans 5:1-8
Jesus Christ: God’s Game
Changer

March 27
Romans 8:14-17
The Holy Spirit: Never Alone
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin

MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST Tuesday 7am
Sewing Group
EVERY
Monday 9:30am
PW Bible Study
2nd Monday
9:30AM

Our annual Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital starts the
month for us on Thursday March 3rd.
We will be learning about bike safety
and pedaling our bikes on the drive way
outside the Preschool. The Preschool
has raised a total of $28,438.00 since
2005 with your help and support. Last
year Oakland Presbyterian contributed
$1,799.00 to the children of St. Jude! Our bike peddlers will be hard
at work again, with popsicles for treats!
We will dedicate our two small hippo statues on the playground in
memory of our wonderful teacher Ms. Sarah Rosenauer on Sunday
March 6th after the 11:00 am service. Please join us! Ms. Sarah
passed away February 11, 2021 due to Covid complications. Hippos
were her favorite, and her VPK classroom was full of them, including
her class pet, Fiona the purple plush hippo. Fiona went home with
one of Ms. Sarah’s students every weekend, and came back with a
journal entry of activities. We miss Ms. Sara’s sparkle and carry her
memory with us throughout our days at the Preschool.
Donuts for Dad is back! We will be celebrating our Dads on Tuesday
March 8th , after missing out last year. Mr. Cecil Ramsey will be
taking a memento photo of each child and Dad. We can’t wait!
The Preschool children will enjoy Spring Break from Friday, March
11th through Friday March 18th, returning to school on Monday
March 21st.
March is known to come in like a lion and go out like a lamb- or vice
versa. We are praying that March 2022 is a great month for all, and
leads us into a healthy, happy and blessed
Spring!
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From the Director of Christian Education
Youth Group
We are having lots of fun at youth group on
Wednesday nights. If you walk by the youth room
you might see us hanging out, or playing a silly
game, or engaging in conversation during Bible
Study. No matter what we are doing it is a
meaningful time of relationship building and
growing in our faith.
I hope you will join us on the second and fourth
Wednesday of every month from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in
the youth room. Bring a friend or two to help us grow our youth
group. We look forward to seeing you!

Children's Sunday School class:
Make a plan to stay after the 8:45 service or come early for the 11:00
service and join a Sunday School Class. Sunday School is a great place
to meet people from both services and study the Bible with others. For
more questions about Sunday School, email Tiffany
at Tiffany@oaklandpres.org.

Easter Egg Hunt:
After two long years, we are back to having
an in person Easter Egg Hunt!
Be sure to mark April 16th at 10 am on your
calendar. More information to come in next
month's newsletter.

Vacation Bible School is coming
July 1 1-15 from 9 am to 12 pm!!
This year's theme is Passport to
Peace.
‘Round
the
world
or just
down
the street, make peace with everyone you meet!
Welcome to Passport to Peace, an
interactive Vacation Bible School
curriculum designed to help children
make peace a way of life.
Peacemaking skills are essential for
those who want to follow Jesus’ way
of peace. The five Bible stories in
this curriculum encourage children
to listen to and learn from people
who are different, care for people
who are sick or suffering, creatively
work to keep everyone safe, and refuse to respond to conflict with violence. Through worship and drama,
Bible study, art projects and active
games, children learn that there are
many opportunities and ways to live
as peacemakers. Passport to
Peace invites children to see every
person as part of God’s family, and
every interaction as an opportunity
for peacemaking. In a world that is
too often divided by race, class, ethnicity, and country of
origin, Passport to Peace is a reminder that the love of God and the
way of peace transcend all borders
and divisions. All are welcome in the
family of God. Led by God’s Spirit,
we can all participate in creating a
more peaceful world.
To register for VBS click HERE
Vacation Bible School can't happen
without LOTS and LOTS of volunteers! Please consider volunteering
for VBS and let Tiffany know if you
are interested.
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Session News
At their February meeting, the Session took
the following actions:
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•

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Derek
Blakeslee who stated that our expenses
have exceeded our income for the year
($5,540).

•

We have a New Member to OPC! Judy
King was unanimously placed into the
Active Membership by Letter of Transfer
from First Presbyterian Church of Bowling
Green, MO. She lives at the Africa Inland
Mission's Retirement Center in Minneola
(she herself was a former missionary in Kenya as well as being a High School teacher in the
US). She has been an Elder in a previous Presbyterian Church and started attending OPC just
before COVID. She has become a regular in OPC's choir and adult Sunday School.

•

Approved the Christian Education Committee's recommendation to purchase and use the
"Passport to Peace" VBS Curriculum, produced by Shine Publishing.

•

Mission Committee reported it is working with Habitat for Humanity to have an OPC build day
at a local house project.

•

Outreach Committee reported that it is making plans for OPC's ministry at the Spring Fever in
the Garden weekend event in March in Downtown Winter Garden.

•

The Preschool Board announced that the dedication of the Hippos to honor the memory of
late teacher Ms. Sarah Rosenaur will take place after the 11 am service on March 6 on the
playground. Also, the Preschool children will sing some of their chapel songs during the 11
am service at OPC on April 3.

•

On a sad note, the Session acknowledged the request of Al Passwater that he step away from
Elder and Clerk duties. Al has entered Hospice Care after a long fight with leukemia. Al and
Pam will remain in our prayers in these days.

•

NOTE: Sara DuChene will step into the Clerk and Chair of Nominating Committee in Al's stead
for the rest of the year.

From the Director of Children’s Choir

https://oaklandpres.breezechms.com/form/Musiccamp22

CONTACT BONNIE LITTERAL AT 407-466-7554
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion
at home to members who are not able to be with
us because they are homebound, or in assisted
living or hospital. If you or someone you love
desires communion at home, please call the
church office by Wednesday after the first Sunday
of the month so that you can be scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at home.
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CENTRAL FLORIDA HOPE CENTER

Our spotlight mission of the month is the Central Florida Hope Center which is the
newest mission supported by OPC. It is a Christian based charity located in Clermont,
and the Center offers services to the needy. They offer a Food Pantry, Life Solutions,
Jobs and Care Counselling.

The Food Pantry provides clients with a fictitious budget for food shopping, a personal
shopper to guide the client shopping, and a shopping experience (in the Food Pantry) to
choose items within their budget.

The Life Solutions program provides services to those who are homeless or are about to
become homeless. It focuses on helping solve the immediate problem, but also provides
counselling to prevent recurrence. It provides financial support, job counselling and
access to the food bank.

The Jobs service provides access to staffing specialists who can steer the client to
available open positions. The Care Counselling program provides trained counsellors for
a variety of counselling needs. Services are provided to individuals ages 10 and up,
married couples and families. It also provides premarital counselling to those
considering marriage.

The Central Florida Hope Center is in need of volunteers for a variety of duties for which
training will be provided. Please view the bulletin board outside the church office for
additional information and volunteer applications.
You may also contact Judith Ramsey
at (410) 960-0277, or jwramsey4566@gmail.com.

