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The start of a New Year gives us the feeling of a fresh start, a new beginning, and new opportunities. New Year's resolutions often include losing weight, exercising more, spending more time with
family, managing money better and getting organized.
Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable in Christian tradition about New Year's resolutions, many good stewards take advantage of this time of year to become closer to the Lord. If you
are looking for some helps in your New Year's resolutions, here are a few ideas to get you started:
Practice gratitude – Every day, express thankfulness to the Lord and to others. Seeing the good in your life
will allow you to keep your heart compassionate and loving.
Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to be with the Lord each day, whether it be for an hour or ten
minutes. Our encounters will keep our eyes and ears open to the presence of Christ in our midst.
Be present to others – Peoples' lives have joy and celebration as well as mourning and sorrow. The gift of
your presence during these times is much more valuable than you realize.
Resist overwork – What God calls us to do we can do well. Be mindful that life requires balance, down
time and letting go of unrealistic goals.
Nurture friendships – Friends are gifts from God who give us a greater appreciation of God's love for us.
Friends need our time and love.
Give more – Good stewards know that everything they have is entrusted to them as a gift to be shared.
Consider where you give and commit to giving even more.
Make a difference in your church community – Believe it or not, your church can use your talents. Serving is one of the most effective ways to feel useful and connected to others.
Consider living more simply – We cannot find fulfilment in possessions. Jesus blessed the "poor in spirit";
and Saint Francis of Assisi urged us to live with only what was necessary, for that is how we begin to find
God.
Get healthy –Be a good steward of your body. Plan a complete overhaul of your diet and exercise habits.
Don't give up – People give up because of unrealistic expectations. So take it slow, be kind to yourself and
keep trying. You succeed through small, manageable changes over time.
Turn to the Lord – Ask the Lord for guidance, strength and
perseverance in achieving your resolutions. In his letter to
the Philippians, Saint Paul writes: "I can do everything
through Him who gives me strength" (Phil 4:13). If God is
the center of our New Year's resolutions, they have a better
chance for success.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH
OPC youth meet every Wednesday night for dinner, fellowship, and Bible Study. Dinner is at 5:30 pm, cost is $2 per
person. Bible Study and other fellowship follow at 6:00
pm. Join us for as we learn and grow together!!

UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES:
January 29 - 30: Planet Wisdom in Lakeland
All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to participate in any and all our youth activities.
Email messages are normally sent out to parents and youth about upcoming events.
Training and Review for Tech/Sound Team
Since we have new people joining our team, we have
scheduled a meeting for all those who work or are interested in working the sound and computer booth on Sundays. There are really two different tasks on Sunday worship: managing the sound system
and running the worship slides. Most of the time the job isn’t too challenging, but it’s a
good idea to get together and review some things. We will meet on Sunday, January 24, at
noon in the CLC for a light lunch. After we eat, we will move to the sanctuary for some
hands-on work and training.
Elders on Session are reminded to
make plans to attend the Session Planning Retreat set for Saturday, January
23, starting at 9 a.m.
Presbyterian Women Having Brunch Meeting
All women who want to be part of PW
(Presbyterian Women) are invited to come to their
next meeting, a brunch on Saturday, January 23, at
10 a.m. in our Christian Life Center. For more information, contact Ruth Ann Stearns, Kelly Parker,
or Bonnie Litteral.
Church Giving Envelopes for 2016 have been placed on the table in
the narthex. Please pick up your box of envelopes and save us the cost
of mailing them to you. Thank you!
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From the Pastor

The following action was taken at
I’m starting a new sermon series the December Session Meeting.
 Apon January 3rd entitled Finding
proved
Your Way Back to God: Five
calling a
Awakenings. The messages incongreclude the following:
gational
 January 3: Awakening to Longing
meeting
 January 10: Awakening to Regret
to con January 17: Awakening to Help
sider
 January 24: Awakening to Love
changes to the Pastor’s Terms of
 January 31: Awakening to Life
Call, elect an Elder to fill the vacancy on Session, present the
Plan on joining us for the 8:45am Contemporary
church budget for 2016.
Service, or the 11:00 am Traditional Service. On
January 10th, we will also be serving Communion  Recognized that a gift was made
at both services.
to the church for a new dishwasher in the Fellowship Hall
A New Year's Poem for Christians
kitchen.
Instead of making a New Year's resolution
Consider committing to a biblical solution
Your promises are easily broken
Empty words, though earnestly spoken
But God's Word transforms the soul
By His Holy Spirit making you whole
As you spend time alone with Him
He will change you from within.
-- Mary Fairchild



Authorized the Pastor to make an
offer to the leading candidate for
the Administrative Assistant position.



Recognized that a Mission Fair
will be held in the CLC during
the Sunday School hour on February 21, 2016.



Heard a proposal for a Kitchen
Committee to be led by the
women elders on session to be
responsible for kitchen cleanliness and supplies.



Remembered several people in
prayer.

Submitted by Al Passwater
Clerk of Session
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Back to school for the New Year 2016!
We’ve already seen so much growth and positive development in
all our Preschool friends since the start of school in August, and
now their achievements really multiply! Their self-confidence
and comfort with the familiarity of our school helps them continue to succeed, and expand their love of learning. We’ll start
the new year by getting right back into our routine of library on Mondays with Ms. Yvonne,
and Chapel on Wednesdays in the sanctuary with Pastor Bob!
We are excited to welcome several new friends, joining our Preschool
classrooms in the first week of January. Several of our Preschool families
will be marking the Chinese New Year on Monday, February 8th as the
year of the Fire Monkey is welcomed. The year of the monkey! Oh, my!
We will mark the Chinese New Year with a fundraiser
evening at Panda Express on Daniels Road on Thursday February 4, 2016 from 4:00pm until 8:00pm. Coupons will be available in church on the Sunday beforehand, and also printable from the church
web site. You may also present the coupon on your phone to the cashier. We
look forward to seeing you for this fun event- we
enjoy our evenings at Panda Express with our Church and Preschool families, and hope you will join us!
Thank you for keeping the Preschool in your prayers and for always being a blessing to the children! We want to wish all our
friends a healthy, blessed New Year of 2016!!!
Laurie Templin, Oakland Preschool Director

Flower Calendar for 2016
For those who want to provide flowers for our
worship services next year, the 2016 Flower
Calendar is now posted on the wall near the
church office. Only one flower arrangement can
be provided each Sunday, so if your preferred
date is already chosen, please select a different
Sunday. You may make your own arrangement
or use one of the local florists to provide your
flowers. You may contact the church office for
assistance in signing up for flowers.
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Attending Sunday School is an excellent way to receive strong biblical teaching, develop relationships
and journey with other believers in the life of faith.
We believe that the study of God’s word is not an option – we are called. There is a place for everyone in
the educational and study programs at OPC. Sunday
School can play an important role in your faith journey.
For more information, contact Tiffany Goggans at
Tiffany@oaklandpres.org or 407-656-4452.

SPARK is a Sunday School faith formation program designed to
activate faith in children ages 3 through grade 5. (potty trained,
please) It is innovative, intuitive, and designed to spark each
student’s faith developments.
Join Ms. Tiffany in the Children's Church room (105), Sunday at
9:45 to learn more about Jesus’ ministry.
Lessons for the month of January include:
1/3
Jesus’ Baptism
Lesson Focus:
1/10 The Disciples
Lesson Focus:
1/17 The Lord’s Prayer
Lesson Focus:
1/24 Woman at the Well
Lesson Focus:
1/31 A Storm
Lesson Focus:

I change, but God’s love never changes.
Jesus invites us to follow him.
Jesus teaches us to pray.
Jesus teaches about God’s love.
When I’m afraid, Jesus is with me.

2
Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Club
(OPLUG)
Legos is for everyone! The next regular meeting of our
church’s Lego Club is set for Sunday, January 3rd, at 2
p.m. in the CLC. All ages are invited to come and see
what you can build with Legos!
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Joyce Mullins, coordinator for the Women’s
Lunch Group, has announced that the ladies will gather for this month’s luncheon at
11:30 on Wednesday, January 13th. At
“press time,” we did not have information
about the location, so watch the bulletin and
your email for details. The luncheon is normally the second Wednesday of the month.
For more information about the luncheons,
contact Joyce at 407-963-8543.

The next monthly Women’s Bible study will be
held Monday, January 11th, at 10:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Led by Pastor Bob, the women are
studying the theme, “Come to the Waters”. This
month we will be focusing on “Stormy Waters”,
with Matthew 14:22-33 as our basic text. This is the
story of Jesus walking on water. There is no homework involved in the Bible study, but women are encouraged to bring their own Bibles and an open
mind! We normally finish by 11:30 a.m. All women
are invited to join us.

Session Hires New Administrative Assistant
We are pleased to announce the hiring of Stacey Gillespie as our new Administrative Assistant. Stacey will officially join our staff in February, but will be in the office two days a
week (Monday and Tuesday) until then. Volunteers will be staffing the office on Wednesdays and Thursdays through January. At this point the office will not be open on Fridays.
Stacey is a graduate of Flagler College, with a major in English. She has been a “stay-athome mom” for the past several years, but has extensive office experience. She and her husband, Joe, have four children—three of whom have attended our preschool. They are residents of Winter Garden. Welcome, Stacey!

Programs and Activities Resume in January
Children’s Choir resumes January 6th. Dinner is 5:30 pm and practice at 6pm.
The Wednesday night Youth Program resumes January 6th at 6pm.
The Women’s Sewing Group invites all women you are interested in participating in
various sewing projects. They will meet on Monday, January 18th , 9:30 am till 11:30
am, and on January 25th, 10am till 2pm. Most ladies bring a lunch for the four hour day
of activity. For more information, contact Linda Anderson at 407-292-9712.
The Men’s Fellowship Supper will have their next meeting on Tuesday, January 19th, at
6:30pm. Pastor Bob is the chef for this month and has promised a repeat of his celebrated
chili. All the men of the church are invited to attend.
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Peggy Lantz, Director of Bell Choir
E-Mail: welcome@oaklandpres.org
www.oaklandpres.org
The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of the Oakland Presbyterian Church, 218 East Oakland Avenue, P.O. Box 38, Oakland, Florida 34760.
Members and newcomers are invited to share Sunday Church School at 9:45 a.m. and Worship at 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 am. • Office phone 407-656-4452
Fax 407-656-8201. You’re always welcome at Oakland Presbyterian. For more information please visit our web site: www.oaklandpres.org.

Epiphany! What a wonderful word. Even its secular definition is thrilling: “a sudden realization about the nature or meaning of something.” On January 6, 2016 we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. We celebrate the mysterious appearance at Jesus’ birthplace of three men from the East.
They had set off on a most quixotic journey, seeking what they
would find at the end of a star’s dazzling rays. What, we wonder, did they make of the epiphany with which their journey
ended? Did they spend the rest of their lives trying to discern
what their discovery of the baby meant, or did the Christ Child gift them with “a sudden realization” of His nature?
What more could we want of a life’s journey, than to find, in our epiphany, the Christ waiting for us? The twelve days of Christmas have led us to this place, where Gentiles from afar
have discovered Christ, thereby revealing that He came for everyone, for each one of us
throughout history, and not just for the Jewish people to whom he was born. The feast of
Epiphany brings us to the last week of our liturgical celebration of Christmas. But for the
Christian steward, Epiphany is not an end but a beginning. This feast reminds us that the
New Year beckons us to openness about the epiphanies to which God leads us if we but
keep an open, prayerful heart, a heart full of deep, awed gratitude.

