Oakland Presbyterian Church, Oakland, Florida

December 2015

Candlelight Communion Christmas
Eve Services
As we have done in previous years, we will
once again offer three Candlelight Communion Services on Christmas Eve. The times for
the services are 5, 7:30 and 11 p.m. The first two services are identical, with the choir singing at both. The first service usually attracts the biggest crowd, so we encourage you to
come early to that service. The late service attracts a smaller crowd and is a quieter service.
Pastor Bob preaches the same message at 5 and 7:30 but offers a different message at 11:00.
All three services include the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Annual Oakland Coalition of Churches
Christmas Sing-along
On Sunday, December 20, the Oakland Coalition of Churches, along with
the town of Oakland, has scheduled a sing-along. The festivities, at Speer
Park, will include a visit from Santa (3-5 pm) and the dedication of the Gazebo, honoring Robert Montgomery, a former Oakland mayor. The singalong starts at 5 p.m. and includes both sacred and secular favorites.

Boar’s Head Pageant
The Boar’s Head Festival and Pageant will be presented
this year on Saturday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m.
Tickets are still available and may be purchased in the
Narthex after worship services, and in the church office
during the week. If you haven’t made plans to attend,
why don’t you invite a neighbor or friend to come with
you and use the pageant as an opportunity to share the
story of Jesus
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH
OPC youth meet every Wednesday night for dinner, fellowship, and Bible Study. Dinner is at 5:30 pm, cost is $2 per
person. Bible Study and other fellowship follow at 6:00
pm. Join us for as we learn and grow together!!

UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES:
Saturday, December 12th, 8am-12pm - Presbytery day in the groves gleaning event
 Wednesday, December 30th - Youth Christmas/End of the Year Party
Save the Date: January 29 - 30: Planet Wisdom in Lakeland, FL


All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to participate in any
and all our youth activities.
Email messages are normally sent out to parents and
youth about upcoming events.
Christmas Joy Offering
Every year our denomination (PCUSA) takes up a special offering
at Christmas to aid retired church workers who have inadequate retirement income and also help fund racial ethnic schools that were
founded by our denomination. This year we will take that offering
in our church on Sunday, December 13. Special envelopes will be
in the pew, but you may also use a regular pew envelope and mark
it “Christmas Joy Gift.”

Scouting News
Tom Davis, our Boy Scout Master, passed away in November after a courageous battle with cancer. A Memorial service for Tom will be held at our
church on Saturday, December 19, at 2 p.m. We extend our deepest sympa-

Chris Kirwan Has Come Home to Orlando!
We are pleased to share the news that Chris Kirwan, a PCUSA
minister who was raised in our church, has accepted the call to become the Pastor of the Tuskawilla Church in Oviedo.
Chris is the son of Margaret and Dave Kirwan and grandson of
Peggy Lombardo. Chris and Alyssa, with their girls Raelyn and
Skylar, have already moved to the area. His first Sunday at Tuskawilla will be December 6. We rejoice with all of Chris’ friends
and family who are happy to have him in the area.
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From the Pastor

There is a haunting Christmas
song that asks the question repeatedly, “Do you hear what I
hear?” As I read and consider
the story of our Savior’s birth,
I wonder if we really hear what God tried to say
to us in the events that occurred in Bethlehem so
long ago.
There are several things I believe God was saying
to us in those events.
 That God wasn’t going to let sin have the last
word in the lives of his people.
 That God loves us enough to send his own precious Son, knowing that the story wouldn’t
end in Bethlehem, with the happy occasion of
a baby born to a delighted couple, but at Calvary—on the cross.
 That this is a story that needs to be shared with
all people. The shepherds were the first to hear
the news, but by no means are they the last.

At the November
meeting of Session, the elders
took the following
action:










With all the songs that will be sung this month,
and all the stories that will be told, what will you
hear? I pray that we will all hear the good news of
the Savior’s birth and realize what an astounding
gift it was from God.



Still listening to what God is trying to say,





Pastor Bob

Approved portions of an “Operations
Manual” that has been prepared by Al
Passwater
Elected Al Passwater and Laurie
Renaud as our commissioners to the December meeting of Presbytery
Heard a report from the Administration
Committee on the search for a new
church secretary.
Approved a recommendation of the
Mission Committee to hold a Mission
Fair on February 21. This event will
highlight the mission projects we support through our budget and volunteer
hours.
Agreed to hold a Session/Leadership
retreat on Saturday, January 23, 2016.
Approved the removal of 32 people
from our Active Membership role due to
their absence and inactivity in the life of
our congregation.
Heard the financial report given by the
church treasurer.
Had prayer for several members of the
church and other people in need of
prayer.

New Sermon Series: Connecting the Gospel with Star Wars
December 6: People Who Point Us to the Savior (John the Baptist and Obi-Won Kenobi)
December 13: Family Matters – for Jesus and Luke Skywalker
December 20: The Force (Spirit) at Work in the World
December 24: We All Have Choices to Make—God or the Dark Side?
December 27: We All Need a Yoda
A reminder that most of the messages can be heard on our church web site a day or so after the Sunday it is
preached. If you don’t want to miss one of these messages (but you couldn’t be in worship), check out our
web site!
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Joyful, joyful December! The Preschool children love December, and all the wonderful magic of this blessed season! The
children learn the stories of Mary and Joseph, the journey of the
Wise Men, and the wonder of our Savior Jesus’ birth. We keep
our manipulative Nativity sets, given to each classroom by Pastor Bob, in our learning centers year round! Of course, we cannot wait for Santa’s arrival, and the thrill of talking with Santa during his visit to the Preschool
on December 17th, in conjunction with our Christmas party celebration.
Please mark your 2016 calendars to join us for a fundraiser evening at Panda
Express on Daniels Road on Thursday February 4, 2016 from 4:00pm
until 8:00pm. Coupons will be available in church on the Sunday beforehand, and also printable from the church web site. You may also present the
coupon on your phone to the cashier. We enjoy our evenings at Panda Express with our Church and Preschool families, and hope you will join us!
Our last day of school for the calendar year will be Friday, December 18 th. We return to school
on Monday January 4, 2016.
Thank you for keeping the Preschool in your prayers and for always
being a blessing to the children! And we want to wish all our friends
a very Merry Christmas and a healthy, blessed New Year of 2016!!!
Laurie Templin, Oakland Preschool Director
Flower Calendar for 2016
For those who want to provide flowers for our worship services next
year, the 2016 Flower Calendar is now posted on the wall near the
church office. You may call the church office, or write your name next
to the Sunday you have selected. Only one flower arrangement can be
provided each Sunday, so get your requests in early. You may make your
own arrangement or use one of the local florists to provide your flowers.

Church Pictorial Directory
If for some reason you weren’t able to get your photo taken for our upcoming pictorial directory, you may contact Cecil Ramsey at 352-4049186 and make an appointment with him to get your picture taken. In
the new year we will be put our directory together and make it available to those who wish to purchase a copy.
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Attending Sunday School is an excellent way to receive strong biblical
teaching, develop relationships and journey with other believers in the
life of faith.
We believe that the study of God’s word is not an option – we are
called. There is a place for everyone in the educational and study programs at OPC. Sunday School can play an important role in your faith
journey.

On Sunday, December 27, we will have a special Sunday School Breakfast for everyone during our regular Sunday school hour. We will start serving at 9:45am, in the Fellowship Hall. This is a good time to get acquainted with folks who may attend a different
service. It’s a bit like a “Church Night Supper,” only it is a breakfast.
For more information, contact Tiffany Goggans at
Tiffany@oaklandpres.org or 407-656-4452.

is a Sunday School faith formation
program designed to activate faith
in children ages 3 through grade 5.
(potty trained, please) It is innovative, intuitive,
and designed to spark each student’s faith developments.
Join Ms. Tiffany in the Children's Church room
(105), Sunday at 9:45 to learn more about the
birth of Christ and what it means for us.
Lessons for the month of December include:
12/6 A Child called Emanuel
Lesson Focus:
1213 Angels Visit
Lesson Focus:
12/20 Jesus is Born
Lesson Focus:
12/27 Wise Men
Lesson Focus:

God promised a Child
God watches over us
Praise God for Baby Jesus!
A powerful king is born!

Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Club
(OPLUG)
Legos is for everyone! The next regular meeting of our
church’s Lego Club is set for Sunday, December 6th, at 2
p.m. in the CLC, and is the club’s annual Christmas party. If
you want to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a
wrapped LEGO gift valued between $10 & $13. If you are unable to pick up a gift before
the meeting, bring $10 and Ms Laurie will have a suitable wrapped gift for you. All ages
are invited to come and see what you can build with Legos!
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The next monthly Women’s Bible study will
be held Monday, December 14, at 10:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Led by Pastor Bob, the
Joyce Mullins, coordinator for the Women’s
Lunch Group, has announced that the ladies will gather for the December luncheon
at 11:30 on Wednesday, December 9th, at
the Bonefish Grill at Fowler’s Grove. The
luncheon is normally the second Wednesday
of the month. For more information about
the luncheons, contact Joyce at 407-9638543.

women are studying the theme, “Come to the Waters”. This month we will be looking at the God’s
Deliverance in the Face of Dangerous Waters,
with Joshua 3 and Psalm 69:1-3 as our basic
texts. This is the story of the crossing of the Jordan
River. There is no homework involved in the Bible
study, but women are encouraged to bring their
own Bibles and an open mind! We normally finish
by 11:30 a.m. All women are invited to join us.

Update on the Search for New Church Secretary
Twenty people have contacted us, and about a dozen of those individuals submitted resumes, regarding the job opening in our office. The search team carefully reviewed the resumes, selecting five candidates to come for an interview, with three receiving follow-up
interviews. The search team will make a recommendation to the Session after reference
checks are completed..
In the interim, we have been blessed by the office volunteers who have stood in the gap
during our time of need. They have answered the phone, prepared the bulletin and newsletter, welcomed visitors to our campus, and helped us do whatever has needed to be done. We
extend our deepest gratitude to those who have helped during this time.
Financial Report: The Big Picture
2015 Operating Budget:
$ 480,561
First 10 Months Giving/Income: $ 338,228
First 10 Months Expenses:
$ 346,717
Difference:
- $ 8,489
A word of explanation: as you can see, we are still running in the red for the year. We need about $
40,000 each month to meet our annual budget. We will not spend what we have budgeted this year because some adjustments to our spending. As we head into the last month, it looks like we are going to be
OK, as long as everyone remembers their financial commitment to our church. As always, we thank you
for your thoughtful and generous giving to our church.
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Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. Pastor
Tiffany Goggans, Director of Christian Education
Michael Shortal, Director of Music
Diane Flagler, Organist
Daphne Miller, Praise Team Leader/Pianist
Bonnie Litteral, Director of Children’s Choirs
Laurie Templin, Director of Preschool
Alecia Spence, Bookkeeper
Dan Bray, Property Manager
Derek Blakeslee, Church Treasurer
Peggy Lantz, Director of Bell Choir
E-Mail: welcome@oaklandpres.org
www.oaklandpres.org

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of the Oakland Presbyterian Church, 218 East Oakland Avenue, P.O. Box 38, Oakland, Florida 34760.
Members and newcomers are invited to share Sunday Church School at 9:45 a.m. and Worship at 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 am. • Office phone 407-656-4452
Fax 407-656-8201. You’re always welcome at Oakland Presbyterian. For more information please visit our web site: www.oaklandpres.org.

Deacons’ Star Gift Tree Is Up
For many years our Deacons have given us the
opportunity to help needy families through the
“Star Gift Tree.” The way this works is that
people take a star from the tree and return it
with a $25 gift card to Target, Publix, or WalMart. Gift cards for gasoline also make a suitAnnual Children’s Christmas Musical
The congregation is invited to join with par- able donation. Return the
ents and others in the Christian Life Center cards and put them the ofon Wednesday, December 9, to see the
fering plate or the special
musical presented by our children’s choirs. box located on the table
Dinner will be served starting at 5:30, with near the church office. We
the show to follow. Since all the food will
request that all cards be
be provided, there will be a small charge to brought in by December 13
cover the cost of the meal. It’s our own ver- so we can get them out to
sion of “Dinner and a Show!”
the families in need.

