October 2016
COATS FOR KIDS - OCTOBER MISSION PROJECT
It has been so unbearably hot this summer. Although it's hard for us to believe, cooler temperatures are just around the corner as Fall and Winter are quickly approaching.
Unfortunately, many of the young people attending school in our area don't have adequate clothing
for those chilly mornings as they wait for the bus. In some families, there is not enough money for
food AND the added expenditure of coats for those few weeks that the temperature drops, so the
children just have to do without.
Several years ago, our church regularly collected children's coats that were given to our local
schools for those children that arrive without a warm coat. The Mission Committee decided, and
the Session approved, the "Coats for Kids" project. On two Sundays, October 16th and 23rd, we will
be taking donations of new or gently used jackets and coats for this project. There will be baskets
outside the church office, and committee members will be available to help you with your donations.
Appropriate sizes range from 4T-5T for those little kindergarten children, to adult large for those
burly high school boys. Just about any size will help the children who are in need.
The Mission Committee will sort through the donations and deliver our gifts with love to
three elementary schools (Maxey, Tildenville and Sun Ridge), two middle schools (Lakeview and
Ocoee), and two high schools (West Orange and Ocoee). Your gifts of coats and jackets will be
greatly appreciated.

A Christmas Tradition!
The Boar’s Head Pageant is only 10 weeks away! Performances are slated
for Saturday, December 10th at 7:30 pm and Sunday, December 11th at
4:00 pm. Tickets will be available to our church family and friends on Sunday, October 23rd in the Narthex before and after both morning worship
services. Tickets become available to the public on Monday, October 31st.
Be a part of this annual event and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.
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FALL FESTIVAL
October 23rd is going to be a big day for the children and families of Oakland Presbyterian Church. Our Preschool friends and
the OPC Children’s Choir will lead us in worship, singing songs
that they have been practicing since August. After the 11:00
service, everyone is invited to the CLC for the Fall Festival. At
the Festival, we will have a light lunch, games, hay rides, a
bounce house, and lots more!
Tiffany is in need of cakes or desserts for the Cake Walk. Please
call or email her at tiffany@oaklandpres.org if you are able to
provide a cake.

For Holy COW in October, we will be offering four presentations on alternative eating lifestyles
(not diets). We will be exploring gluten-free, vegetarian, vegan, and diabetes management
choices. If you would like to attend, please let us know through the church office. We will
meet every Wednesday in October at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. PS - we will have food
samples available!

19th Annual Oakland Heritage Festival
Saturday, October 22, from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
A great day of family fun, including wildlife and cultural exhibits, Lake Apopka boat tours, petting zoo,
historic hay ride tours, human-powered snow cones,
drum circle, food, and live entertainment. Be sure to
stop by the Oakland Presbyterian Church booths for
the church itself and for our LEGO Club. For more information about the Festival, please visit
www.oaklandnaturepreserve.org.
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From the Pastor

*Pastor Bob is on hiatus this week, helping out
with his new twin grandchildren and his grandson. So here is one “From the Archives.” This is
the first ever Letter that Pastor Bob wrote for
Oakland Presbyterian Church.

SESSION NEWS
At their August meeting, the Elders of our
church took the following actions:


Someone has said (in a pop song) that “breaking up is
hard to do.” Leaving a church where one has served for 18
years has been a difficult challenge, but the welcome we have
received here has made our transition easier and makes me
believe we did the right thing. Pat and I have been overwhelmed by your warmth and kindness.
When we arrived at our rental home in Ocoee, we
found that the Pastor Nominating Committee (and others) had
filled our kitchen with food and cleaning supplies! The PNC
also brought us a home-cooked meal every night the first
week we were in town so we wouldn’t have to worry about
cooking. We received about 30 cards before we even left
Pennsylvania from the good people of Oakland to say how
much they were looking forward to meeting us. You have done
a wonderful job of rolling out the red carpet, and we appreciate it! Thank you.
We look forward to working with you, as together we
seek to serve the Lord in this place. We have some fantastic
resources in this congregation, and we have a great opportunity because of the anticipated growth in this region. Working
together, this congregation can do great things for God! I’m
pleased to be here and share in this rich opportunity.













Heard the Treasurer’s report and learned
that the capital campaign committee anticipates having a new report ready for the
congregation close to 9/30
Heard the Property Committee’s report,
which included an update on the Fellowship Hall kitchen renovation. Other projects are still in development.
Discussed plans for leading a Financial
Peace University class. Materials by Dave
Ramsey have been ordered .
Reviewed updates to the Nursery guidelines and general health policies, as well as
the Child and Volunteer Protection Policy.
Approved use of funds from the Barry King
memorial fund to purchase a new choir
room piano.
Approved a baptism request.
Approved a facility use request by the
Oakland Avenue Charter School.
Heard reports from several other committees.

With you in Christ’s service,
Pastor Bob

FINANCIAL REPORT
2016 Operating Budget: $471,572
Jan-Aug Giving/Income:
Jan-Aug Expenses:
Difference:

$306,833
$255,180
$51,653 positive cash flow

Our expenses continue to be less than our income.
Thank you for your generosity to your church!
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During October, the Preschool learns about our community helpers with visits from the fire department, the police department, Orange County Mosquito Control, and a local pediatrician (and Preschool Dad!).
We haven’t been to Panda Express together since last spring! Please join us on Thursday, Octoth
ber 20 from 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm as we gather to share a meal and raise funds for the Preschool.
Dine in, carry out, or drive through- just show the coupon from the last page of this newsletter (or on
your phone) to make sure the Preschool gets credit for the sale. We look forward to seeing all our
friends during the evening at Panda Express.
Thank you to all the members of the congregation and Preschool friends who participated in our
Yankee Candle fundraiser this year! Our products should all be delivered soon, and our fundraising results will be finalized.
Sunday, October 23rd is our Oakland Presbyterian Church Fall Festival, and the Preschool children
will be singing during the 11:00 am service. This is a nice opportunity for the congregation and Preschool families to get a snapshot view of what we are learning each week in Chapel with Pastor Bob. All
our families are invited to stay and enjoy the Fall Festival after the service. This year I am winning the
cake walk!!!
Monday, October 31st is Halloween! The children of the Preschool will be celebrating with a costume Trick-or-Treat parade through the Sunday School classrooms, along with a party in the CLC. Happy
Halloween!
-Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

The OPC Sewing Group meets the third and fourth
Monday of the month in the Fellowship Hall. Here are
this month’s meeting dates and times. Please join us!



The next Ladies’ Lunch Out gathering will
be held at The Breakfast Club in Winter
Garden. We are meeting at 11:30 am on
Wednesday, October 12th. If you plan on
joining us, please let Joyce Mullins know.
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com or 407-963-8543

October 17th
9:30 - 11:30 am
October 24th
10:00 am - 2:00 pm (bring a bag lunch)
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Children’s Sunday School
Spark is a Sunday School faith formation program designed to activate faith in children ages 3 (potty trained,
please) through grade 5. It is innovative, intuitive, and designed to spark each student’s faith developments.
Join us in the Children’s Church room Sunday at 9:45 am to Activate your Faith!


October 2:

The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-15)
God can call us in surprising ways.



October 9:

Manna, Quail, and Water (Exodus 16:1-18, 17:1-7)
God gives us what we need.



October 16:

Deborah (Judges 4:1-5, 31)
God uses us to do good.



October 23:

God Calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-20)
God calls people of all ages, even kids like me!



October 30:

David is Chosen (1 Samuel 16:1-13)
God sees and loves us inside and out.

All of our church families are invited to attend OPLUG (Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Group) on Sunday, October 2, at 2:00 pm in the Christian Life Center. Kids of all ages love to come and use our large collection of bricks
to free-build.

OPLUG is also excited to be offering a LEGO Fun Day on Friday, October 14th from
8:00 am - 5:30 pm. This is a school holiday, and having the Fun Day is a wonderful
option for parents and children. The cost is only $25 per builder and is open to ALL in
grades Kindergarten - Five. Registration is required and space is limited. Parents provide lunch for their child. Please contact lauriehallock@yahoo.com for registration.
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West Orange Habitat for Humanity is renovating a house at 404 Henschen Avenue in Oakland. Oakland
Presbyterian Church is scheduled to serve lunch to a small crew of workers on the third Saturday of each
month beginning on October 15th. If you would like to make sandwiches or contribute a monetary donation to help, please call Lynn White at 407-656-1576 (work) or 352-250-4194 (cell).

CHRISTIAN SERVICE CENTER’S 16TH ANNUAL FEED THE NEED
eat. drink. dance.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Help your neighbors in need while having a great time! FEED THE NEED is an evening full of delicious food,
wine, music, dancing, and incredible auction items! Join us on October 6th at the Historic Ballroom at
Dubsdread 549 W Par St., Orlando, FL 32804. Tickets can be purchased online at feedtheneedorlando.com

Men’s Fellowship Supper

Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible study continues on Monday,
October 10th at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
This Bible study is led by Pastor Bob. This
“season” we will be diving into the question of
“Who is Jesus to you?” All women of the church
are welcome to attend!

The Men’s monthly supper will be held on Tuesday, October 18th at 6:30 pm. We will enjoy a meal prepared
by Chef Wayne Yarber. The men’s supper is a wonderful
opportunity for men of all ages to join together in
prayer and fellowship. We hope to see you there!

10:30a Ci trus Growers

6:30p Cub Scouts

7p Ca mera Cl ub

7P Women's Bi bl e Study

24

10:30a Choi r Rehea rs a l

11a Tra di ti ona l Servi ce

23

6:30p Cub Scouts

7p Dea cons Meeti ng

9:45a Sunda y School

10:30a Choi r Rehea rs a l

11a Tra di ti ona l Servi ce

10:30a Choi r Rehea rs a l

9:45a Sunda y School

8:45a Contempora ry Servi ce

HALLOWEEN

6:30p Cub Scouts

7:30a Pra i s e Tea m Rehea rs a l 12p Hope Group

30

FALL FESTIVAL

children sing at 11:00 am

31

12p Hope Group

12:15p YCM

12p Hope Group

26

7:30p Sa nctua ry Choi r

6p Chi l dren's Choi r

7p Boy Scouts

7:30p Sa nctua ry Choi r

6p Chi l dren's Choi r

5:15p Bel l Choi r Rehea rs a l 5:30p Di nner

7a Men's Pra yer Brea kfa s t

12p Hope Group

8:45a Contempora ry Servi ce

25

7p Boy Scouts

6:30p Men's Supper

7:30a Pra i s e Tea m Rehea rs a l 10a Sewi ng

11a Tra di ti ona l Servi ce

12:15p YCM

12p Hope Group

19

5:15p Bel l Choi r Rehea rs a l 5:30p Di nner

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

9:45a Sunda y School

18

8:45a Contempora ry Servi ce

COLUMBUS DAY

6p Chi l dren's Choi r

7p Boy Scouts
7:30p Sa nctua ry Choi r

5:30p Di nner

7a Men's Pra yer Brea kfa s t

17

12p Hope Group

7p Pres chool Boa rd

7:30a Pra i s e Tea m Rehea rs a l 9:30a Sewi ng

COMMUNION

6:30P Cub Scouts

11a Tra di ti ona l Servi ce

16

5:30p Sta ff Meeti ng

10:30a Choi r Rehea rs a l

13

6:30p Ma h Jongg

12p Hope Group

6

Thursday

6:30P Cub Scouts Commi ttee

6:30p Ma h Jongg

12p Hope Group

27

7p Ses s i on Meeti ng

6:30p Ma h Jongg

6p Boy Scout Round Ta bl e

12p Hope Group

20

6:30p Ma h Jongg

6:00p Boy Scout Round Ta bl e

11:30a La di es ' Lunch Out 12p Hope Group

12

5:15p Bel l Choi r Rehea rs a l 12:15p YCM

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

8:45a Contempora ry Servi ce

11
7a Men's Pra yer Brea kfa s t

10

7:30a Pra i s e Tea m Rehea rs a l 10:30a Women's Bi bl e Study

9

3p Gi rl Scouts

7:30p Sa nctua ry Choi r

7p Boy Scouts

11a Tra di ti ona l Servi ce

2p LEGO Cl ub

5:15p Bel l Choi r Rehea rs a l 6p Chi l dren's Choi r

10:30a Choi r Rehea rs a l

5:30p Di nner

12p Hope Group

12:15p YCM

12p Hope Group

5

Wednesday

9:45a Sunda y School

6:30p Cub Scouts

8:45a Contempora ry Servi ce

4

Tuesday

7a Men's Pra yer Brea kfa s t

3

Monday

7:30a Pra i s e Tea m Rehea rs a l 12p Hope Group

2

Sunday

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

12p Hope Group

28

12p Hope Group

21

LEGO FUN DAY

12p Hope Group

14

12p Hope Group

7

Friday

12p Hope Group

29

12p Hope Group

22

12p Hope Group

15

6:30p Bunco

12p Hope Group

8

2p PW Tea

12p Hope Group

1

Saturday
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LOOKING AHEAD









November 5:
November 6:
November 6:
November 8:
November 11:
November 13:
November 23:
November 24:

LEGO Club
Boar’s Head Rehearsals begin
Daylight Saving time ends (Fall back)
Election Day
Veteran’s Day
Veteran’s Day Pot Luck and YCM Band performance
LEGO Fun Day
Thanksgiving Day

“Autumn … the year’s last, loveliest smile.”
- William Cullen Bryant
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Secretary * Stacey Gillespie
Praise Team Leader/Pianist * Daphne Miller
Director of Bell Choir * Peggy Lantz

Business Manager * Alecia Spence
Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee
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