Oakland Presbyterian Church

Our annual Fellowship BBQ Luncheon
will be held Sunday, July 3rd at noon in
the Christian Life Center. We hope you
can all join us for delicious BBQ and fun
fellowship. Our Committee has been
working hard to organize and carry off
this event, and they’ve worked around
our worship services being held in the
CLC. So thank you to all involved for
your planning efforts! We look forward
to seeing everyone there.

Update on Air Conditioning
We will be holding both worship services in the CLC
again this Sunday, July 3rd. Hopefully this will be
the last Sunday out of the Sanctuary. The new condenser units were installed on Wednesday, June
29th. The air handler was expected to arrive from
the manufacturer this past Thursday or Friday.
Thank you for your continued patience! We seem
to have adapted quite well.

R3 Capital Campaign Now in Full Swing
Now that we have had our congregational gathering in May and the various home meetings in June, we are ready to receive pledges and gifts for the R3
Capital Campaign. In the near future, commitment cards will be mailed out to all
members and friends. We encourage you to pray about your response, using the
scale of gifts included in the mailing to find an appropriate level for your participation. Please return the commitment card to the church so that we can tally
the results and report back to the congregation and leaders.
We want to thank all those who opened their homes for the meetings in
June. We hope you had the opportunity to attend a meeting, get your questions
answered, and enjoy some fellowship with some of your brothers and sisters in
Christ.
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Because some have asked…
At one of the home meetings in June, someone asked about the generous scholarship program
that we started a year ago.
None of our capital campaign money or regular budget money is going toward the scholarship
program. The scholarship is being funded by a family that wanted to help needy students from the area
attend college. All the money is coming from the donors and is earmarked for this scholarship. We did
not solicit the gift, but we are delighted to be part of such a generous ministry to students in our area.
The scholarship is open to students in both West Orange and South Lake County. It is primarily a
need-based award, and has an income limit. Applicants do not have to be members of our church.
Those that qualify in terms of income are then evaluated in terms of their academic merit, citizenship,
and promise.
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’ luncheon
will be held on Wednesday,
July 13th at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at the Olive Garden in
Clermont. We meet the second
Wednesday of every month,
and all ladies of the church are welcome to attend. If you plan
to attend this month, please let Joyce Mullins know by contacting her at 407-963-8543.

Our Camera Club will NOT be
meeting in July. Our next meeting will be on Monday, August
15th. See you then!

New Sermon Series
On July 24, Pastor Bob will begin a new series of messages on the
theme “The Red Sea Rules.” In this series, Pastor Bob will invite us
to think about the major event in the Old Testament Exodus story
and what we can learn from it and apply to our lives.






July 24: Realize that God Means for You to Be Right Where
You Are (Exodus 14:10-18)
July 31: Stay Calm and Give God Time to Work (Psalm 40:1-5,
13)
August 7: Trust God to Deliver in His Own Way (Isaiah 55:6-9)
August 14: View Your Current Crisis as a Faith Builder (2 Corinthians 12:1-10)
August 21: Don’t Forget to Praise God for All He Has Done for You (Psalm 136:1-26)
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From the Pastor
While I was taking some time
off, three terrible things happened to
people in the Orlando area: the
shooting of a promising music entertainer, the shooting that killed 49
people at a nightclub, and a child
being grabbed by a gator at Disney.
What a terrible week it was for Orlando!
Many folks were touched in some way by these
heartbreaking events, even if it was just sympathy for
those who lost a loved one. As Christians, how are we
called to respond to such tragedies? What would Jesus
do?
Perhaps we can learn from the story of Lazarus.
When Jesus got the news that his friend had died, Jesus
wept. His sorrow and grief for his friend were real. I think
Jesus weeps whenever someone in this world dies prematurely, when their lives are ended “before their time.”
So the first thing we can do is weep with those
who lost loved ones.
But then Jesus went to his friend’s house and did
what he could do to make a difference. Because he is the
Lord of life, he was able to resurrect Lazarus from the
dead.
We don’t have that kind of power, but perhaps
there are things we can do to make a difference in response to these events.
Don’t allow the presence of sin and evil to paralyze you. Roll up your sleeve and get involved in some way
that will make a difference. That’s what Jesus did!

At their June meeting, the Elders of our church
took the following actions:















Received a report on the recent presbytery
meeting from Al Passwater and Laurie
Renaud.
Approved new additions to our Policy and
Procedures Manual prepared by Al Passwater.
Called a congregational meeting for Sunday,
August 28 for the election of officers.
Noted that the finances of the church continue to show a positive balance- a good sign
as we head into the summer months.
Received reports from the Mission Committee and Preschool Board.
Approved one request for use of our building.
Changed our July meeting to July 28 (due to
the Pastor’s absence on the 21st)
Discussed the shooting in Orlando and had
prayer for those affected by the event.
Heard an update on the home meetings taking place in the month of June as part of the
R3 Capital Campaign.
Had prayer for several people at the close of
our meeting.

With warm regards,
Pastor Bob
FINANCIAL REPORT
2016 Operating Budget: $471,572
Jan-May Giving/Income:
Jan-May Expenses:
Difference:

$187,975
$146,800
$41,175 positive cash flow

Our expenses continue to be less than our income. Thank you for your generosity
to your church!
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The Preschool is enjoying a wonderful summer so far! Summer
Shorts has been great fun for the sixteen to twenty-one children enrolled each week. Our three-day program is just enough to keep the friends happily engaged and learning while still enjoying summer. We
have two more weeks of our program left in July, with our last day on the 14th. We hope many more of
our friends will enroll and return in the evenings of the week of July 11th through 15th for VBS “Surf
Shack!”
Our new school year 2016-17 will begin on Friday, August 12th with “Meet the Teacher” from 10:00 am
until noon. This casual meet and greet allows our students to prepare and adjust for the actual first day
of school on Monday, August 15th. We anticipate two full VPK classes, along with a full two-year-old
classroom. There is still very limited space available in the three-year-old classroom. If you have friends
who are considering enrolling, please tell them not to delay! Enroll today!
Thank you for your continued enthusiastic support and for sharing our great Preschool at Oakland Presbyterian Church with your friends. We are very excited and energized to start a new school year!
-Preschool Director, Laurie Templin

We are still taking registrations for the following camps:


Vacation Bible School (July 11-15, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm)
$10
For details, please contact Tiffany Goggans, our Director
of Christian Education at tiffany@oaklandpres.org.


Youth Work Days
Our Youth work day on June 27th was a
success. The youth helped to clean out
the Sunday School classrooms and nursery. They were then treated to lunch by
Pastor Bob and Tiffany. Thank you very
much to the Youth who came to help!
Our next work day will be Monday, July
11th. We will continue to help clean up
various areas of the church.

LEGO Camp, week 2 (July 25-29, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
$125
For details, please contact Laurie Hallock, camp director
at lauriehallock@yahoo.com.
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New Member Class
Pastor Bob will be starting a new member class
for anyone interested in joining our church. The
July 3:
classes will begin on August 7, 2016 and will run
for four consecutive Sundays. Look for more
July 4:
information throughout the month of July.

Important Dates
Fellowship BBQ
Independence Day

July 10:

Communion

July 11:

Youth Work Day

Lemonade stand on 4th of July
On July 4th, if you will be in the downtown Winter Garden area (or live nearby),
consider stopping by a local lemonade stand. The Gillespie children will be hosting the stand starting at 4:30 pm. ALL of the money earned will be donated to
the local charity “Home at Last,” which builds homes for disabled veterans in
the West Orange communities.
Stop by and see them for some delicious goodies and drinks before you
head down to the lake for fireworks! They are located on Mossyrock Avenue
in the Covington Chase neighborhood, which is located on the east end of
Division Street (corner of Hennis and Division).

The next sewing group meeting will be on Monday, July 11,
2016 from 10:00 - 11:30 am. We will be knitting/crocheting
hats for preemies and newborn babies. You may also bring
your own materials/project to work on. Please join us!
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From “Some Elements of the American Character” Independence Day Oration by John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Candidate for Congress from the 11th Congressional District, July 4, 1946

“It is well for us to consider our American character, for in peace, as in war, we will survive or fail according to its measures...
Our deep religious sense is the first element of the American character which I would discuss this morning.
The informing spirit of the American character has always been a deep religious sense.
Throughout the years, down to the present, a devotion to fundamental religious principles has characterized American thought and action.
Our government was founded on the essential religious idea of integrity of the individual. It was this religious sense which inspired the authors of the Declaration of Independence: ‘We hold these truths to be selfevident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.’
Our earliest legislation was inspired by this deep religious sense: ‘Congress shall make no law prohibiting
the free exercise of religion.’
Our first leader, Washington, was inspired by this deep religious sense: ‘Of all the dispositions and habits
which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports.’
… Thus we see that this nation has ever been inspired by essential religious ideas.
...The characteristics of the American people have ever been a deep sense of religion, a deep sense of idealism, a deep sense of patriotism, and a deep sense of individualism. Let us not blink the fact that the days which
lie ahead of us are bitter ones. May God grant that, at some distant date, on this day, and on this platform, the
orator may be able to say that these are still the great qualities of the American character and that they have prevailed.”
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Looking Ahead:
August 1-5:
August 1:
August 7:
August 14:
August 15:
August 28:
August 28:
August 30:
August 30:

The

YCM Camp
Youth Work Day
New Member Classes begin
Back to school brunch during Sunday School hour
First Day of School
Congregational Meeting and Elections
3rd graders presented with Bibles during worship
State Elections
Preschool’s Yankee Candle Fundraiser begins

JUNE / JULY 2010
“Always be a little kinder than necessary.” - J.M. Barrie
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Director of Preschool * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Secretary * Stacey Gillespie
Praise Team Leader/Pianist * Daphne Miller
Director of Bell Choir * Peggy Lantz

Bookkeeper * Alecia Spence
Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

