Oakland Presbyterian Church, Oakland, Florida

April 2015

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday March 29 ~ Palm Sunday
8:45 and 11:00am Worship Services (Children sing at 11:00am Service)

Thursday April 2 ~ Maundy Thursday Tenebrae (Darkening of the Lights)
7:30pm Worship Service with Communion

Sunday April 5 ~ Easter Sunday
7:00am Community Sunrise Worship Service
8:00am Breakfast
8:45am and 11:00am
Worship Services at
Oakland Presbyterian

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday April 4th
10:00am
Playground/CLC
Invite your
Friends and
Neighbors!
Be sure to get here on
time!
The eggs go
quickly!

Sunday
April 26, 2015
Watch your bulletins,
emails and Facebook for
more details
coming soon!
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OPC YOUTH NEWS
Updated Wednesday Night Schedule:
5:30-6:00pm ~ Dinner
6:00-6:30pm ~ Bible Study
6:30-7:30pm ~ Breakout Groups
7:30-7:40pm ~ Announcements and Prayers (Youth Talk)






Upcoming Youth Activities:
 Saturday April 4 ~
Youth help with Easter Egg Hunt
 Saturday April 4 ~
Youth Car Wash 11am - 1pm (Fundraiser for Passport Summer Camp)
 Friday/Saturday April 10/11 ~ Youth Beach Retreat with Central Florida Presbytery

Troop 145 ‘Leaves No Trace’
One of the foundations of Scouting is the "Leave No Trace" policy. Leave No
Trace has 7 points of importance: Plan ahead and prepare; travel and camp on durable
surfaces; pack it in, pack it out; leave what you find; minimize campfire impacts;
respect wildlife; and be considerate of other visitors.
On January 16-18 , Troop 145 went on a Backpacking trip at Lake Kissimmee
State Park in Lake Wales, Florida. What is a backpacking trip? Backpacking requires the Scouts to divide, distribute and hike in all of their essential items for the weekend. Our scouts
do not carry more than 30% of their body weight, so a 120 lb scout will carry no more than 36 pounds in
their backpack. The boys have to divide tents, tent poles, ground cloths, clothes, food, water, cooking
utensils and hiking stoves for the entire troop among all of the members who are hiking. This experience
allows them to work together as a team where everyone must pull their own "weight". The older, stronger
scouts have a responsibility to the younger scouts to teach them the correct procedures for hiking, and to
make sure they are carefully contributing.
Once the troop arrives at their selected camp site, several things happen. They must unpack group
items, bear bag trees have to be located (trees to string smell-ables up in the air in order to not attract wild
animals to the site), tents erected, and, maybe most important to the scouts, dinner started. One of the
most pivotal skills that the scouts learn by going on camp outs is to buy, repack, prepare, serve and clean
up after their own meals. In small groups, or patrols, the boys plan their meals, keeping in mind that all
items must be carried in and out, and get approval from a Scout Master. A gallon of water weighs 8
pounds!
They then select a Grub Master, who has the responsibility to buy and pack the items needed for all of
the meals. On a backpacking trip, this requires everyone to carry something. The Grub Master may have
to count slices of bologna or count cookies to make sure everyone gets a fair share. The boys of Troop
145 practice Leave No Trace at each camp out they attend. You might not think that these principles are
important, until you consider how many people could degrade the environment. The youth of today are
the Earth's stewards of tomorrow. At Troop 145, we are proud of our scouts and how they are learning to
respect not only each other, but the environment.
All young men, ages 11 to 17, are invited to join our Troop.
For more information, please contact Pam MacDonald at 321-239-0034.
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From the Pastor
I will readily admit that I like
things to remain as they are. I am
resistant to change. It upsets me
when they move one of my favorite
TV shows to another night, or when
a restaurant I like closes, or when
someone I have treasured passes away. Why can’t
things stay the way they are?
Of course, nothing in this life is more certain than change. Everything changes. And, in my
wiser moments, I realize that some changes are for
the better.
One of the changes that we embrace as
Christians is the way we view death because of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. That event changes
the way we live in the most profound way. As Bill
Gaither wrote in his hymn, “Because He lives, I
can face tomorrow….”
The resurrection of Jesus brings a hope into
our lives that would not exist if he had not risen. It
brings us a confidence in the idea that God has
something great in store for us, and that nothing
can keep us from God’s love. This is one change
that I can embrace with joy and gratitude.
May you have a blessed Easter season!
Pastor Bob

Session Highlights
At its most recent meeting, the
Session took the following
action:












Reviewed the monthly financial report prepared
by treasurer Derek Blakeslee
Had a discussion on the kind of financial
information that should be shared with the
congregation, how that information should be
shared, and where it will be shared in the future.
It was decided we would begin by doing a
quarterly report showing giving and spending.
Had an in-depth discussion on the recent decision
on the definition of marriage in the PCUSA and
how we will respond. It was decided that we will
send a pastoral letter to our members about this
issue.
Named Lynn White to the Nominating
Committee as one of the Session representatives.
Reviewed the notes from Al Passwater on the
recent meeting of the Central Florida Presbytery.
Received and reviewed reports from various
committees of the Session.
Moved 13 people from the Active Member Roll
to a list of “Friends of our Church”
Approved one request for use of the building.
Had prayer for several people whose issues were
brought to our attention.

We Are Considering a “Greener” Newsletter
With the modern technology available to us, we are
considering “going green” with the Oakleaf sometime in the near
future. Instead of mailing out a “hard copy” of the newsletter, we
will post it on web site (as we have been doing for quite some
time) and invite people to read it on the church web site. We are
also exploring ways to send it electronically via email. We
estimate that going green might save us as much as $1,000 a year.
We are aware that some of our elderly members may not have
access to the internet or be comfortable with this approach, so we
will also print a limited number of newsletters to distribute at worship. Pastor Bob welcomes
your opinion on this matter. Feel free to talk to him or email him your thoughts about this at
revbob@oaklandpres.org.
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April is a busy month for the Preschool! We are fresh from our spring break, and
ready for the final two full months of learning!
Registration for the upcoming 2015-2016 school year is well underway, and
interest in our Preschool is very strong and positive! If you know someone looking
for a Preschool home for their child, aged 2-5, including free VPK, please recommend our own Oakland
Presbyterian Preschool. Do not to hesitate- register now for August!!
Don’t wait! Spaces are very limited.
On Thursday April 16th we will be pedaling our bikes in support of St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital with our annual Trike- a- thon fund raiser. The children really enjoy this event in support of a
wonderful hospital, and our school’s contribution is greatly appreciated.
We celebrate our Moms with Muffins for Mom on Thursday April 30th,
getting a jump start on reminding our Preschool Moms how much we love and appreciate them!
Thank you to all our friends who joined us in January for our Panda Express Night! We appreciate
all your support, and love to see everyone come out for dinner! It really was a “Fun-raiser”! We are
looking forward to our final Panda Express Night of this school year, coming up on Thursday May
21st from 4 pm- 8 pm! Check your Sunday bulletin and the Oakleaf for our
coupon as the date gets closer!
Joyous April to All!
Laurie Templin
Preschool Director

Women’s Ministries: Lots of things are
happening for women in our church! Mark
your calendar for these upcoming events:









MahJongg every Thursday evening of the
month (except the 3rd).
Book Club on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m.
with Peggy Lantz.
Sewing Group on the 3rd and 4th Monday
mornings of the month.
Bible study with Pastor Bob on the second
Monday morning each month.
Out to Lunch group to start on Wednesday
April 15th. Joyce Mullins is coordinating.
Women of Faith Sunday School Class every
Sunday in room 107.
Ladies’ Fall Tea scheduled for September
26, 2015
Group Trip to Women of Faith Conference
September 18 and 19, 2015

The
JULY

JUNE /
2010

LEGO Experience

Sunday, April 12, 2015
2:00pm-4:00pm
Christian Life Center
Kids of all ages and their
parents are
welcome to stay and play!
For more info contact
Laurie Hallock at
lauriehallock@yahoo.com
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Dear Oakland Family,
Thank you all so much for your support after Charles’ passing, the prayers and the wonderful send off
as I start my new adventure out West. I have purchased a townhouse in a community similar to King’s
Ridge and am looking forward to making new friends. I am already exploring Presbyterian congregations and have enjoyed visiting Green Valley Presbyterian. They will be a bit too far from my new
home, but there is another congregation within walking distance.
Please keep me in your prayers as I keep you in mine.
Fondly,
Alice’s New Address:
Alice Hoelzer-Hawthorne

5189 Midnight Oil Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89122

Sincere Christian sympathy is extended
Jim and the family of
Bobbie Donovan.
The thoughts and prayers of the
congregation are with the
family in their time of sorrow.

SAVE THE DATES!
Start Your 2015 Summer Planning NOW!
Oakland Presbyterian is offering some great
Summer Programs and some are already registering!
For more information on any of our Summer offerings, please contact
Tiffany Goggans at 407-656-4452 Ext. 105

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 6 - July 10
5:30pm - 8:30pm
Cost: $10

MUSIC CAMP
July 27 - 31
8:00am - 5:00pm
Cost: $100

LEGO DAY CAMP
July 13-17
8am-5:30pm
Cost: $125
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Mother’s Day Basket Update
The Mother’s Day Basket project is generating
great enthusiasm and we are pleased to report
that collections are going well. We still need
lots of baskets and things to fill them with to
meet our goal of 160 baskets. Here’s a list of
the items we are in need of:
Baskets (12”-14” dia.)
Mugs (Non-Commercial)
Shampoo/Conditioner (Non-Commercial, if
available)
Soap (Non-Commercial)
Large Hershey Bars (Later, late April)
Socks
Costume Jewelry
Tea Bags - individual
Hot Chocolate Packets
Pen/Notepads
Artificial Flowers to decorate baskets
Shredded Paper
Hand/Body Lotion
Adult Puzzle Books
Personal Care (Combs, Brushes, make-up, nail
polish, nail files, anti-bacterial hand gel)
Toothbrushes
Life Savers
Small Mouthwash Bottles
Hand Lotion
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ONE GREAT HOUR
OF SHARING
The One Great Hour of Sharing
offering will be collected on Easter
Sunday, April 5th. Special Giving
envelopes will be in your Palm
Sunday (3/29) church bulletins.
A Note of Thanks…….
Thanks to all who so lovingly supported
Reverend Anthony and Sharee Hodge’s
ministry, Finding the Lost Sheep, at our
Spaghetti Dinner. Through our continued
prayer, encouragement and provision, this
ministry can continue to fulfill it’s purpose
of bringing people of our community
caught in a web of violence to an
authentic relationship
with God by
spreading the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Contact Dave Kirwan at david@foremostco.com or
407-656-5863 to find out how you can share your time, talents and
resources to serve those in need.
IT’S EASY TO HELP HABITAT
On the fourth Saturday of each month, we serve lunch to the workers at
West Orange Habitat for Humanity. There are usually about 15 workers to feed.
It’s so easy to help!
All you need to do is to volunteer to make 15 sandwiches one month and
Lynn White will pick them up and take care of the rest! Please call Lynn on
her cell at (352) 250-4194 and tell her you’d like to be her sandwich person
of the month!
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1
2:00pm YCM
5:30pm Supper
6:00pm
-Children’s Choir
-Youth
7:30pm Adult
Choir rehearsal

EASTER

5

6

7:00am Sunrise Service
8:00am Breakfast in the CLC
8:45am Worship
9:45am Church School
10:30am Choir Practice
11:00am Worship

7
7:00 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
5:15pm Bell Choir
6:30pm Boy Scouts

6:30pm Cub
Scouts

12
7:30am Praise Team rehearsal
8:45am Worship
9:45am Church School
10:30am Choir Practice
11:00am Worship
12:00 Confirmation class
2:00pm LEGO Experience

13
10:30 am
Presbyterian
Women’s Bible
Study (FH)

6:30pm Cub
Scouts

19
7:30am Praise Team rehearsal
8:45am Worship
9:45am Church School
10:30am Choir Practice
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Confirmation class

20
9:30am
Women’s Sewing
Group (FH)

26

21
7:00 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
5:15p Bell Choir
6:30pm Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Men’s Dinner

6:30pm Cub
Scouts
7:00pm Photo
Club
7:30am Praise Team rehearsal
8:45am Worship
9:45am Church School
10:30am Choir Practice
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Confirmation class

14
7:00 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
5:15pm Bell Choir
6:30pm Boy Scouts
7:00pm Preschool
Board meets
7:00pm Ladies
Book Club meets

27
10:00am
Women’s Sewing
Group (FH)
6:30pm Cub
Scouts
7:00pm Deacons
meeting

28
7:00 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
5:15p Bell Choir
6:30pm Boy Scouts

2

10

11
BUNCO
6:30 (FH)

7:00pm
Ladies
Mah Jongg

16

23

24

Winter Garden
Relay for Life
6pm-12pm

7:00pm
Ladies
Mah Jongg

30
7:00pm
Ladies
Mah Jongg

17

18

Cub Scouts
Blue & Gold
Banquet
6:30pm
(CLC)

7:00pm
Session Meets

29
2:00pm YCM
5:30pm Supper
6:00pm
-Children’s Choir
-Youth
7:30pm Adult
Choir rehearsal

4
10:00am
Annual
Easter Egg Hunt
(CLC)

2:00pm
Ladies Game
Day (FH)

22
2:00pm YCM
5:30pm Supper
6:00pm
-Children’s Choir
7:30pm Adult
Choir rehearsal

3

11:00am
Youth Car
Wash

9

15
12:00pm
Ladies Lunch
2:00pm YCM
5:30pm Supper
6:00pm
-Children’s Choir
-Youth
7:30pm Adult
Choir rehearsal

SATURDAY

Good
Friday

7:30pm
Maundy
Thursday
Communion
Service

8
2:00pm YCM
5:30pm Supper
6:00pm
-Children’s Choir
-Youth
7:30pm Adult
Choir rehearsal

FRIDAY

25
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SUNDAY SERVICES

The
JULY 2010
2 The

Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Church School, 9:45 a.m.

JULY 2010

P.O. BOX 38
OAKLAND, FL 34760

JUNE /
JUNE /
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr. Pastor
Tiffany Goggans, Director of Christian Education
Julie Butler, Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Hunt, Director of Music
Diane Flagler, Organist
Daphne Miller, Pianist
Bonnie Litteral, Director of Children’s Choirs
Laurie Templin, Director of Preschool
Julie Dale, Business Manager
Derek Blakeslee, Church Treasurer
Dan Bray, Property Manager
E-Mail: welcome@oaklandpres.org
www.oaklandpres.org

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of the Oakland Presbyterian Church, 218 East Oakland Avenue, P.O. Box 38, Oakland, Florida 34760.
Members and newcomers are invited to share Sunday Church School at 9:45 a.m. and Worship at 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. • Office phone 407-656-4452
Fax 407-656-8201. You’re always welcome at Oakland Presbyterian. For more information please visit our web site: www.oaklandpres.org.

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
With the Boar’s Head Pageant only nine months away, the “hunt” is
beginning for cast members, music personnel, behind the scenes staff,
financial supporters and audience members. If you are interested in being
part of this annual event, keep an eye out on your weekly
connection cards for an opportunity to volunteer appearing soon!

