Oakland Presbyterian Church ~ Oakland, Florida

April 2016

Chris Kirwan, a young man who was raised in our church and became an ordained minister in the PCUSA, has come back to the
area to serve the Tuskawilla Presbyterian Church in Oviedo. Chris is
the son of Dave and Margaret Kirwan and the grandson of Peggy
Lombardo. Chris and his wife, Alyssa, would be delighted to see
folks from our congregation attend his installation service, which
will be held on Sunday, April 10, at 3:30pm at the Tuskawilla
Church. The church is located at 3600 Aloma Avenue in Oviedo.

Presbyterian Women met in February over
brunch and elected new officers. We are happy
to have the following women giving of their time
and talent:
 Kelly Parker
Moderator
 Laurie Renaud
Vice-Moderator
 Ruth Ann Stearns
Treasurer
 Bonnie Litteral
Secretary

Our next brunch will be held on Saturday, April
23rd. If any women of the church have an interest in being part of our organization, do not hesitate to contact one of our officers. We are looking forward to a wonderful year!

Mother’s Day Baskets
Every year, Oakland Presbyterian Church puts together gift baskets that we deliver to Florida Hospital. The children who are hospitalized there are
able to pick a basket and give it to their mothers on
Mother’s Day. This is a wonderful day for all involved, and it brings much joy to the mothers who
are spending all of their time worrying over their
children in the hospital. Volunteers will be needed
on April 29th and 30th to help assemble the baskets. We meet in the sanctuary and work together
to create these beautiful gifts. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Al and Pam Passwater at
407-347-7950.
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Earth Day is April 22nd! Did you know that
an estimated 18 million acres of forest are
lost to deforestation each year? That’s
roughly the size of the country of Panama.
(source: www.earthday.org) This year, we
can all commit to being good stewards of
the Earth. It is a precious gift that God
gave us! Here at OPC, we will honor Earth
Day on Sunday, April 24th. Look for additional details on our website or in our
weekly bulletins.

Oakland Presbyterian Church is looking for volunteers
who are willing to give a bit of their time and talent to
make our church grounds a more beautiful place. If you
have a green thumb (or are handy with a rake) please
contact Carol Wingate at 407-948-1017. The Garden
Club will hopefully meet two or three times a month to
work on the landscaping.

Many of you heard Don Wingate share in worship recently that the Session has decided to begin a modest capital campaign in order to help us take care of some much needed
work around our campus. The theme of the campaign is “Refreshing God’s House, Renewing
Our Spirit, and Reaching God’s People.”
Projects to be funded by this campaign will include a new flat roof, repaving the driveway and handicapped parking areas, painting some areas of the building, refreshing our narthex and restrooms, remodeling the fellowship hall kitchen, and replacing some flooring and
some ceiling tiles in our common areas. There will also be two mission projects included in the
campaign. One will be a local mission, and one will be connected with the work of Barry and
Shelly Dawson, our PCUSA missionaries who serve in Thailand.
It is estimated that the total cost of the campaign will be around $350,000. We will
need members and friends of our church to help us raise that money. Pledges to the campaign can be made over a three-year time period.
In the near future, there will be some small gatherings in several homes in order to
share information about this capital campaign. Everyone will have an opportunity to attend
one of these meetings and hear more. In the meantime, please be praying about what you
can do to help us accomplish the work that needs to be done to help us refresh God’s house
and reach God’s people with a renewed spirit.
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From the Pastor
Paul Little once wrote that
there are three operative words
in John 1:12—receive, believe,
and become. This is what it
means to be a Christian. There is
someone to receive—Jesus Christ. There is something
to believe—that he was the Son of God who died for
our sins and rose from the grave. And there is something to become—a child of God.
It all starts with receiving. Once we receive
Jesus Christ into our lives, we are making a commitment. Receiving Him establishes a relationship that
grows deeper as we age.
Becoming a child of God involves the granting
of a status that we do not deserve as well as a lifelong attempt to live into that new reality. This is what
we sometimes call the process of “sanctification” becoming more like Jesus.
One way to live into that new reality is to constantly ask the question, “How can I be more like Jesus today?” I am convinced that if we honestly asked
that question, this world would be a better place.

At their March meeting, the Elders of our church
took the following actions:











Gave formal approval for the baptisms of Andrew Alford and Connor Glover.
Appointed Cecil Ramsey and Jason Kwong to
the Scholarship Committee.
Approved the recommendation of the Nominating Committee to appoint Kelly Parker,
Joyce Mullins, Leslie Warden, Katrina Alford,
and Bonnie Litteral to the Women’s Ministries Leadership Team, which is chaired by
Laurie Renaud.
Appointed Fred Shepherd and Frank Merritt
to the Oakland Coalition of Churches
Gave approval for the Preschool to offer a
summer program for preschool students and
their siblings. We will offer 5 weeks of
“Summer Shorts.”
Gave approval for one request for use of the
building.
Heard reports from several committees, including the Digital Task Force.
Had prayer for several people at the close of
our meeting.

With warm regards (as a child of God),
Pastor Bob

FINANCIAL REPORT
2016 Operating Budget: $471,572

Jan-Feb Giving/Income:
Jan-Feb Expenses:

$81,269
$51,940

Difference:

$29,329

A word of explanation:
Our income exceeded our expenses for the first two months of the year. Thank you
for your generosity!
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Preschool Director, Laurie Templin
April is a busy month for the Preschool! We are fresh from our
spring break and ready for the final two full months of learning.
On Thursday, April 14th, we will be pedaling our bikes in support
of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital with our annual Trike-a-thon
fundraiser. The children really enjoy this event in support of a wonderful
hospital, and our school’s contribution is greatly appreciated.
School photos will be taken on Friday, April 22nd by Images4Kids. These photos include our annual graduation cap and gown photos for our VPK children, class photos for all classrooms, and individual photos of all the children.
We celebrate Muffins for Mom on Tuesday, April 26th, getting a jump start on Mother’s Day by
letting our Preschool moms know how much we love and appreciate them!
Summer is right around the corner, with our last day of school and VPK Graduation on Wednesday, June 8th. For the first time, we will offer a Preschool “Summer Shorts” camp program for our currently enrolled Preschool students and their siblings, through 5th grade. This program will start on Tuesday, June 14th and run for five weeks through Thursday, July 14th. Camp will be held on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. If you would like more information, please contact Laurie in the Preschool
office.

Due to the increasingly busy schedules of our
church youth, our weekly Youth Bible Study on
Wednesday nights has been canceled until further notice.
In lieu of our weekly meetings, we will be gathering on a monthly basis for a fun-filled activity.
This month, the youth are invited to
join us in a live-action game of CLUE!
Join the Murder Mystery party on Saturday, April 16th at 11:00 am. Lunch
will be served after the culprit is determined. You are encouraged to bring
your friends and come dressed in costume!

:

Tiffany would like to thank all of the
wonderful volunteers who helped fill
in for her while she was out on maternity leave. She is grateful for everyone
who stepped in and kept things running in her absence!
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In April, Pastor Bob will begin a new sermon series titled Never Lose Heart.
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April 3: Our Failures Don’t Disqualify Us!
John 21:1-17
April 10: God Keeps His Promises
Genesis 17:1-8, 15-21
April 17: We Are Not Alone!
1 Kings 19:1-18
April 24: God Will Equip Us for the Battle
Judges 6:1-16
May 1: God Will Win
Revelation 19:11-21

Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’
luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, April 13th at
11:30 am. We are meeting at Al Fresco in downtown Winter Garden. We meet
the second Wednesday of every month, and all ladies of
the church are welcome to attend. If you plan to attend
this month, please let Joyce Mullins know by contacting
her at 407-963-8543.

Huge thanks go out to the Mission and Fellowship Committees for
the success of our annual Finding the Lost Sheep Spaghetti Dinner.
Attendees enjoyed a delicious meal (courtesy of Ann) and listened
to some special music during dinner, provided by Claudia. The
clever spaghetti centerpieces created by Cindy were wonderful,
too!

When all was said and done, we were able to help raise almost
$2,500.00 for the Finding the Lost Sheep Street Ministry. This
money will help founder Anthony Hodge carry out his mission of
helping the “lost sheep” of east Winter Garden.

Summer camp may be full, but you can still join us for some
great family fun this Sunday, April 3rd at our regularly
scheduled Club meeting. All ages are welcome to come and
spend some time free-building.
Come explore your creativity with us and enjoy the fellowship of friends!
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April brings one of our Scout Troop’s largest fundraisers: camp cards! Camp cards are coupon cards which cost $5.00 each. The scouts earn $2.00 per card, which goes into their individual accounts. The boys can then use these funds to pay dues, pay for campouts, or to
fund Eagle projects. Find a scout, buy a card!
We would like to recognize and welcome the new scouts who crossed over from
Cub Scout pack #978: Caleb Farr, Gavin Salisbury, Lance Moore, JW Henry, Chase Anglada,
Carter Jenkins, Aiden Lewis, Cole Ives, and Ty Dodge. We are excited to have these young
men and to be able to assist them on their journey to Eagle.
Troop 145 camped at Camp Roper in Leesburg during March. In April, we will be participating in a 10-mile bike ride to
Horseman’s Park, where they will camp for the night. In May, we will assist the Bloom and Grow Society in unloading
and taking down the tents at the end of Spring Fling in the Garden.
We are looking forward to sunny spring days, rewarding community service projects, and happy Scouts this spring.
Yours in Scouting,
Pam MacDonald

Summer planning is in full swing at OPC!
Oakland Presbyterian Church plays host to several summer camps each year.
The following camps are still taking registrations:


MUSIC CAMP

This year’s music camp will be held the week of July 25-29 from 8:00 am - 5:00
pm. Children who have completed 2nd through 6th grade are invited to attend. At
Music Camp, children will participate in various musical activities and put on a show at the end of the week. This year’s
show is called “Good Kings Come in Small Packages.” Cost is $100 per camper, and extended care from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
is available for an additional fee. Limited scholarships are available to those in need. To register, please visit our website
and download the registration forms. You can also stop by the church office to register.


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Dates: July 11-15 from 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Ages: 5 years - 5th grade
Cost: $10 per camper
Contact: Tiffany Goggans
This year’s VBS theme is “Surf Shack! Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing
Love.”
Registration is now open online at cokesburyvbs.com/oaklandpres.



LEGO Camp: Due to high interest, LEGO Camp registration is already full for this year! Registrations will still
be taken for our wait list, and Laurie Hallock will contact you if any spaces become available. We are excited
to see our LEGO Camp growing in popularity, and plans are already in the works to offer two separate weeks
of camp next year!

*In order to ensure a safe environment for our children to experience and grow in faith, we require adult volunteers working with children to pass a nationwide background check.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

APRIL

April Fool's Day

3
7:30a Praise Team
Rehearsal
8:45a Contemporary
Service
9:45a Sunday School

4

5

6

7

8

9

12p Hope Group

7a Men's Prayer
Breakfast

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

11a HFH Lunch

6:30p Cub Scouts

12p Hope Group

1p YCM

6:30p Mah Jongg

7p Women's Leadership Mtg

1p YCM Solo Practice

5:30p Dinner for Children's Choirs

5:15p Bell Choir Rehearsal
7pm Boy Scouts

10:15a Choir Practice
11a Traditional Service
2p LEGO Club
3p Brownies(Girl
Scouts)

12p Hope Group
6:30p Bunco

6p Children's Choir
6:30p OPC Brass
7:30p Adult Choir

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

7:30a Praise Team
Rehearsal
8:45a Contemporary
Service
9:45a Sunday School

10:30a Women's
Bible Study

7a Men's Prayer
Breakfast

11:30a Ladies' Lunch
Out

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

11p Youth CLUE Party

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

6:30p Mah Jongg

5:30p Staff Mtg

10:15a Choir Practice

6:30p Cub Scouts

1p YCM Solo Practice
4p Memorial for Marguerite Cox
5:15p Bell Choir Rehearsal

1p YCM
5:30p Dinner for Children's Choirs

7pm Boy Scouts

6:30p OPC Brass

11a Traditional Service
3:30p Chris Kirwan
Installation

1p Toastmasters

6p Children's Choir

7pm Preschool Board
7:30p Adult Choir
Mtg

Communion

12p Hope Group

Preschool Trike-athon

18

19

20

21

22

23

9:30a Sewing Group

7a Men's Prayer
Breakfast

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

9:30a PW Brunch

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

1p YCM

6:30p Mah Jongg

9:45a Sunday School

6:30p Cub Scouts

1p YCM Solo Practice

5:30p Dinner for Children's Choirs

7p Session Meeting

10:15a Choir Practice

7p Camera Club

17
7:30a Praise Team
Rehearsal
8:45a Contemporary
Service

11a Traditional Service
children sing

24
7:30a Praise Team
Rehearsal
8:45a Contemporary
Service

25
10a Sewing Group
12p Hope Group

5:15p Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Men's Supper

6p Children's Choir
6:30p OPC Brass

11a YCM Band per-

6:30p Cub Scouts

Earth Day

7pm Boy Scouts

7:30p Adult Choir

26

27

28

29

30

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

12p Hope Group

1p YCM

6:30p Scouts Committee Mtg

7a Men's Prayer
Breakfast
8:30a Muffins for
Mom

5:30p Dinner for Children's Choirs
10:15a Choir Practice 7p Deacons Meeting 1p YCM Solo Practice 6p Children's Choir
5:15p Bell Choir Re11a Traditional Service
6:30p OPC Brass
hearsal
9:45a Sunday School

Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby

12p Hope Group

7pm Boy Scouts

7:30p Adult Choir

1p Eagle Scout Ceremony

6:30p Mah Jongg

Workday for

Workday for

Mother's Day Baskets

Mother's Day Baskets
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The talented children and teens of the Young Christian Musicians Band, led by
Amy Duncan, will be participating in worship with us on Sunday, April 24th.
We look forward to welcoming their families and friends at our 11:00 worship
service.
The YCM Band program is a ministry; there are no charges for instruction. The
kids have been rehearsing hard all year and are eager to share their music with
us!

JUNE / JULY 2010
2

The

These beautiful hats, scarves, and mittens were knitted by members of our Sewing Group. A
total of 56 hats, 23 mittens, 12 scarves, and 3 blankets were knitted to send to those in need
in Alaska. Well done, ladies! These look like they should be on display in a store!

JUNE /
JULY
2010

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Contemporary Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Director of Preschool * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Secretary * Stacey Gillespie
Praise Team Leader/Pianist * Daphne Miller
Director of Bell Choir * Peggy Lantz

Bookkeeper * Alecia Spence
Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

