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Financial Peace University
This month, Oakland Presbyterian Church will be offering Dave Ramsey’s signature course, Financial
Peace University. This 9-week, video-based class will teach many skills to help you get out of debt and
build wealth. According to the Dave Ramsey website, within the first 90 days of taking this course, an
average family saves $2,700 and pays off $5,300. More than 4.5 million people have changed their futures with Financial Peace University.
This course is open to the public as well as church members, and it begins January 22nd at
9:45 am in the Christian Life Center. Will and Aly Hawthorne, church members who were recently
guests on Dave’s radio show, will lead our classes.
To purchase materials, please visit www.daveramsey.com/fpu/.
For additional details, please contact Will and Aly Hawthorne via email at will71@mac.com or Pastor
Bob via email at revbob@oaklandpres.org or by phone at 407-656-4452.
Upward Season begins soon!
Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 8th at 12:00 pm
for the purpose of approving changes in
the pastor’s compensation and terms of
call, receiving the budget, and acting on
the recommendation of the Nominating
Committee. The meeting will take place in
the sanctuary.

There is still time to register for Upward basketball and cheerleading. The Upward program at
Oakland Presbyterian is open to children in grades K-6.
Early registration (before January 4) is $65. The season
begins January 10th, with practices held weekly and
games held on Saturdays.
You can register online at:
http://registration.upward.org/UPW63188

We are also still looking for volunteers to coach a
team. If you can help, please contact Tiffany Goggans
at tiffany@oaklandpres.org.
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Congratulations to our Youth!

Austin Nornhold was recently awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. Congratulations, Austin!
Alyssa Stark’s 400 free relay took 14th place, and Benjamin’s 200 free relay placed 8th, earning
them a medal. It was a great experience for these two. Congratulations on your achievements!

Super Saturday of Worship
Hosted by the Oakland Coalition of Churches
On Saturday, January 28th, the Oakland
Coalition of Churches is planning a community worship service. The service will be held in Speer Park
in Downtown Oakland at 1:00 pm at the gazebo.
Those attending are asked to bring their
own lawn or camping chairs. This is a new event.
The Coalition has planned it with the purpose of
fostering fellowship amongst the members of the
different churches in our town. Please plan on joining us as we celebrate our unity and diversity.

Happening in January













Jan. 4 - Children’s Choir resumes
Jan. 6 - Epiphany
Jan. 8 - Lego Club, 2 pm
Jan. 8 - Communion
Jan. 10 - Upward season begins
Jan. 11 - Ladies’ Lunch Out
Jan. 15 - Youth Go Kart Racing
Jan. 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday Church office is closed
Jan. 21 - COLE
Jan. 22 - Financial Peace University,
9:45am in the CLC
Jan. 28 - Oakland Coalition of Churches
Super Saturday of Worship
Jan. 29 - Youth bowling trip
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From the Pastor

SESSION NEWS

As I write this, I am more aware than
ever of how things change in this world.








We are saying goodbye to one president
and welcoming a new leader to the Oval Office.
Some folks got new phones for Christmas.
Several significant baseball players changed teams in the
past month.
Some of us have family members or good friends who are
battling life-threatening conditions.
Some of us lost loved ones during the past year.
And, of course, we are starting a new year.

The fact that life changes is something of which we
can be sure. As much as we might like things to stay the same,
that’s not our reality.
But the one constant in life is the fact that God loves
us and wants to be a part of our lives. Scripture teaches us
that “Jesus Christ is the same - yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”
One way to interpret that strong statement is to understand that no matter what happens in our lives, no matter
what changes may occur, God’s love for us doesn’t waver,
doesn’t disappear, doesn’t diminish, and doesn’t change in
any way.
As we begin a new year together at OPC, I encourage
all of us to claim that promise of God’s unchanging love and to
find peace and comfort in it.
Wishing you a new year filled with good things,
Pastor Bob

At the most recent meeting of Session, the elders took the following actions:
 Approved more sections of the Operations
Manual prepared by the Clerk of Session.
 Reviewed the current giving and budget information presented by the church treasurer.
 Reviewed, discussed, and approved the
budget presented by the Admin and Stewardship Committee.
 Agreed upon recommendations for changes
in the Pastor’s compensation that will be
presented at a congregational meeting for
approval.
 Received the report on the recent Presbytery meeting.
 Approved the removing of 18 adults from
the Active Membership Roll because of their
inactivity in the life of our church.
 Agreed to call a congregational meeting for
January 8.
 Learned that the Deacons are reorganizing
the Rings of Care.
 Approved Nick and Katrina Alford as new
teachers for the Youth Sunday School.
 Received registration information for COLE.
 Heard about the plans of the Oakland Coalition of Churches to hold a “Super Saturday
of Worship.”
 Approved a baptism request for infant
Dominic James Jamanila.
 Heard about plans to offer Financial Peace
University beginning January 22nd.
 Received as information the Preschool
budget, as well as a report on current enrollment. We are at maximum capacity.
 Had prayer for a number of our members
and friends/relatives of members.

FINANCIAL REPORT
2016 Operating Budget: $471,572
Jan-Nov Giving/Income:
Jan-Nov Expenses:
Difference:

$412,488
$356,523
$55,965 positive cash flow

Our income continues to exceed our expenses.
Thank you for your generosity to your church!
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Happy New Year 2017!!! What an exciting year of growth
and learning this will be for our Preschool friends! This is the
time of year when our friends in all our age groups really show tremendous development of their skills,
and it is so fun to experience with them.
Our VPK students will all be given their second formal state assessment this month, as part of
our VPK program. I have no doubt they will show marked progress. The VPK students receive their third
and final formal assessment in April.
The Preschool returns on Wednesday, January 4th. We begin our New Year and our first day back
with Chapel and learning about the wise men’s visit to Jesus, particularly meaningful since Epiphany is
on Friday, January 6th. In the first month of the New Year we will also be learning about Daniel and
Jeremiah.
Please join the Preschool for a New Year’s fundraiser at Panda Express
on Thursday, January 19, 2017 from 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm at the Daniels Road
location in Winter Garden. Celebrate the Chinese New Year, which officially
begins on January 28th- the Year of the Rooster! These events are always a fun
night of food and fellowship with our Oakland Presbyterian Preschool and
Church families and friends. We hope to see you there! Please present the
Panda Express coupon (located on the last page of this newsletter), either on
paper or on your phone, in order for the Preschool to get credit for each sale.
You may eat in, take out or use the drive through. Please make sure your receipt reads “Fundraiser” in the text to verify the Preschool receives credit.
We wish you a blessed New Year, full of joy and excitement for each new day!
-Preschool Director, Laurie Templin
Mother’s Day Mission Project
We are in the collection stage for our annual Mother’s Day
Baskets ministry. Every year, our Mission Committee puts together gift baskets for the mothers of children who
are hospitalized. The baskets are taken
to local hospitals for the children to
give to their moms on Mother’s Day.
We will be collecting items such as
mugs, pens and notepads, personal
care products, jewelry, and books now
through May. If you are able donate
any of the above items, please drop them off at the church
office. Of course, we also gladly accept monetary donations
to help us with this project. This ministry is a huge success
every year, thanks mostly in part to our wonderful church
members’ donations and efforts.

Stitched with Love Sewing Ministry
Join us at one of our sewing meetings!
We enjoy each other’s company as we
work on mission projects. Did you make
a resolution to learn a new skill? Come
join us and hone the craft of sewing!


01/02 - 10:00 am - 11:30 am
“Yarn Works” knitting group
 01/16 - 9:30 am - 11:30 am
All sewing styles welcome
 01/23 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
All sewing styles welcome, bring
lunch
We meet in the Fellowship Hall.
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LEGO CLUB
The Lego Club is meeting Sunday, January 8th
at 2:00 pm in the Christian Life Center. We invite
friends of all ages to come together for fellowship
and fun with Legos. We have classic Lego bricks,
Duplo blocks, Lego Friends, and even a Lego race
track.

Join us in January for Pastor Bob’s new series!
The Letters of Paul in a Nutshell
January 8 - Standing up to the Bullies of the Early Church
Galatians 1:1-12; 2:11-16; 5:1-6

Our LEGO Fun Days in November and December were very popular. We hope to offer Fun Days
again this year, and we will also be offering our Lego
Summer Camp. Stay tuned for additional details on
those special events.

January 15 - Congrats and Comfort
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 4:13-5:11
January 22 - Warning Against Idleness
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4; 3:6-15
January 29 - Problems in the Church
1 Corinthians 1:1-31

COLE
Church Officer and Leader Education
Saturday, January 21, 2017
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
$9.00 registration fee
The next Ladies’ Lunch Out gathering will
be held on Wednesday, January 11th at
11:30 am. We are meeting at OakWood
Smokehouse and Grill in Clermont, located
at 230 Citrus Tower Blvd. Their website is
oakwoodsmokehouse.com.
If you plan on joining us, please let Joyce
Mullins know.
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com or 407-963-8543

Markham Woods Presbyterian Church
5210 Markham Woods Rd. Lake Mary

COLE is an annual leadership education event.
Teaching elders, Church Educators (both professional and
volunteers), Ruling Elders, Deacons, Youth Ministry Staff
and Volunteers, Clerks of Session, and Church Committee
Members.
This year’s theme is “God With Us in the Chaos.”
To register for COLE, please visit www.cfpresbytery.org.
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Thank you!
It takes many (over 130 people and 2 dogs) to make the annual Boar's Head
Pageant happen, and it takes many people to support the Pageant by attending the
event. Many thanks to all of you who contributed time, talent, financial support, and
energy to make the Boar's Head Weekend a success. One person, who had drifted
away from God, shared with us that during the presentation he felt the presence of
God. This is why we do this!

MISSIONARY UPDATE
We recently received the following message from our PCUSA missionaries, Barry and Shelly Dawson:
Dear Pastor Bob, David, Mission Committee, and Members of Oakland Presbyterian Church,
Advent greetings to you from Hanoi, Vietnam where we are meeting with mission partners!
We are pleased to send you our 4th Quarter Mission Connections Letter about our recent interactions with
people from several ethnic minorities (hill tribes) in Northern Thailand who are facing the challenges of gaining citizenship with the help of our mission partner, the Church of Christ in Thailand.
Here's the link to our mission letter:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/advocating-for-citizenship/
As we approach the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child, we again want to thank your congregation for
your prayers, your financial support, and your faithful mission partnership with us throughout this past year.
At the heart of the good news of Christmas is the message that "God is with us." Your mission partnership with us is
also a message of solidarity - "Oakland Presbyterian Church with us" - and for that we give thanks and rejoice in this
season and all seasons.
May the joy and hope of Christmas be with you throughout the coming new year.
In Christ's Peace,
Barry and Shelly

SCOUT NEWS
Troop 145 had a very successful Scouting for Food event in November. We collected
300 bags (almost 200 pounds) for central Florida families in need.
December 27-30, the Scout Troop will be attending Winter Camp at Camp Flaming Arrow in Lakeland, Florida. In January, we are looking forward to one of our backpacking camp-outs. It can be intimidating for the younger scouts to pack everything
they need on their backs and walk down a trail into the woods. Backpacking is a real
"scout" skill that teaches the boys that they can be self-sufficient! We are incredibly
fortunate to have strong male role models for our young men!
On December 15, 2016, Austin Nornhold earned his Eagle Scout rank. Austin is the 27th Eagle Scout
from our Troop!
Congratulations to all 6 scouts who achieved Eagle this year: Austin Nornhold, Joey Rosenbaum,
Noah Barefoot, Jeffrey Kennedy, Alexander Baker, and Benjamin Ogletree.
Yours in Scouting,
Pam MacDonald
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At this time, we extend our sympathy to Pastor Bob and his family on the passing of his Aunt Lois in Wheeling, West Virginia. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your loved ones.
Looking Ahead - February








Feb. 4 - LEGO Club, 2pm *Saturday*
Feb. 5 - “Souper” Bowl Cook-Off, 12 pm
Feb. 8 - Ladies’ Lunch Out
Feb. 12 - Communion
Feb. 18 - Cub Scouts Blue and Gold Ceremony
Feb. 20 - Presidents’ Day - church office is closed
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!”
-2 Corinthians 5:17

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Admin * Stacey Gillespie
Praise Team Leader * Daphne Miller

Business Manager * Alecia Spence
Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

11a - Worship Service

10a - Yarn Works
12p - Hope Group
12p-5p - YCM Band

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Mah Jongg

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group

NEW YEAR’S DAY

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

8 - COMMUNION

9

10

11

12

13

14

8:45a - Contemporary Service
11a - Traditional Service
2p - LEGO Club
3p - Girl Scouts

10:30a - Women’s Bible
Study
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
6p - Upward
7p - Scouts
7p - Preschool Board

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Upward
6p - Scout District Mtg
6:30p - Mah Jongg

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Bunco

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:45a - Contemporary Service
11a - Traditional Service
Youth Go-Kart Racing

9:30a - Sewing Group
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Camera Club
6:30p - Cub Scouts
7p - Women’s Bible Study
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
6p - Upward
6:30p - Men’s Dinner
7p - Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Upward
6p - Scout District Mtg
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - Session

12p - Hope Group

8a-12p - Upward Games
8:30a - COLE
12p - Hope Group

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Financial Peace University course begins
11a - Traditional Service

10a - Sewing Group
12p - Hope Group
5:30p - Staff Meeting
6:30p - Cub Scouts
7p - Deacons Meeting

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
6p - Upward
7p - Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Upward
6:30p - Mah Jongg
6:30p - Cub Scouts Committee Meeting

12p - Hope Group

8a - 12p - Upward Games
12p - Hope Group
1p - Super Saturday of
Worship, Speer Park

29

30

31

8:45a - Contemporary Service
11a - Traditional Service
Youth bowling

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
6p - Upward
7p - Scouts
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Panda Express Fundraiser

JOIN OAKLAND PRESBYTERIAN
PRESCHOOL
When

At This Panda Location

Thursday, January 19, 2017
4:00 PM  8:00 PM

Daniels Road & Fowler Grove
3154 Daniels Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787
P.4076560063

Participating fundraiser guests are required to present a valid fundraiser flyer (hard copy or smart phone) with each order to receive credit for the fundraiser. Flyers may not be
distributed inside or within vicinity of restaurant including, without limitation to, the restaurant parking lot before or during your fundraiser. Panda Restaurant Group reserves the
right to cancel any and all fundraiser events for any reason and/or withhold payment of associated donation funds if the Panda Restaurant Group Fundraiser Guidelines are not
followed.
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distributed inside or within vicinity of restaurant including, without limitation to, the restaurant parking lot before or during your fundraiser. Panda Restaurant Group reserves the
right to cancel any and all fundraiser events for any reason and/or withhold payment of associated donation funds if the Panda Restaurant Group Fundraiser Guidelines are not
followed.
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