August 2017

BACK TO SCHOOL BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 2017
Sunday, August 20th, The Fellowship Committee is
hosting a Back to School Breakfast at 9:45 am in the
Christian Life Center. All members and friends of the
church are invited to attend, and you are encouraged to bring guests. The Committee will be providing all the food and beverages - all you are required
to bring is your appetite! As a special treat for the
children, a Christian entertainer will perform for all.
We hope you will join us as we come together to recognize the end of summer vacation and send our
kids back to school in Christ’s love.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017
12:15 PM
The elders of the church have called a Congregational Meeting for August 27th at 12:15 pm
in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting
is to elect new officers. All church members
are invited to attend this meeting.

BRING A MUG TO CHURCH MONTH
Throughout the coming year, the Mission
Committee will be collecting items for our annual Mother’s Day Basket mission project next
May, 2018. In August, they are asking for donations of coffee or tea mugs. If you have any
surplus (but unchipped) mugs around, please
consider bringing them to us. Bins will be
available in the Narthex and lobby from August 13 - 27.
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FISH is Coming Up in August - Registration Ends Soon!
FISH, the annual training event held by the Central Florida Presbytery will be held Saturday, August 26th from
8:30 am - 12:30 pm. FISH will feature 18 workshops with a special emphasis on intergenerational ministry, technology, personal devotions, worship, and age-level-specific workshops for those in ministry with children,
youth, or adults. FISH is open to anyone who works in Christian Education - pastors, Christian Ed Committee
Members, Youth and Collegiate Ministry Leaders, Adult Ministry Leaders, Children and Family Ministry Leaders,
and CE Directors. Registration ends August 18th, and can be completed online by visiting http://
cfpresbytery.org/equip.html. The cost for the day, which includes all workshops and refreshments, is just
$9.00, and childcare is available for infants - Kindergarten aged children (if notice is given at the time of registration).
*Our very own Judith Ramsey and Tiffany Goggans will be presenting a workshop titled Learning Centers in
Children’s Ministry, and Judith will also present a workshop titled Planning for Christian Education and Formation: A Community of Faith Approach alongside Cheryl Carson of our Central Florida Presbytery.*

CHILDRENS CHOIR RESUMES AUGUST 23RD - REGISTER TODAY!
All children of the community are invited to join our Children’s choirs. We
invite ages three (only if potty-trained) through fifth grade to join us. We
meet Wednesday evenings beginning August 23, 2017. A kid-friendly meal
is served at 5:30 pm in the Christian Life Center for just $2 per meal. The
children are divided into three age-appropriate choirs. They will sing, play
instruments, attend Bible study, and have craft and recreation times. Our
program ends at 7:45 pm. The children do lead in worship several times
throughout the year. The cost to register is just $10 for non-members with
a maximum fee of $20 per family. Registration is free for church members.
Forms are available outside the children’s choir room and at the church office.
New Member Class in August
If you’ve been thinking of becoming a member of our church, you are invited to join Pastor Bob for a series of New Member Classes in August.
The meetings will be held at 9:45 am in the Pastor’s study on August 6, 13,
and 27. The purpose of the class is to get acquainted with others, to learn something about the Presbyterian heritage and our local church customs and history, and to discuss expectations. During the
final class, the Session will meet with the participants and formally receive them into membership.

AUGUST 2017

3 The Oakleaf
From the Pastor
The Big Picture

If you were in worship on July 30th, you witnessed the presentation of
the amazing mosaic created by our LEGO
Camp this summer. The 5 foot by 15 foot project is a reproduction of Leonardo da Vinci’s
Last Supper, and is made up of thousands of
Lego bricks. The design was created by one of
our church members, Mike Hallock. The
campers and adult volunteers worked many
hours to complete the project.
This was one of those Sundays when it
was better to sit in the back. The mosaic
looked more real the farther away you got.
Up close, it was harder to “see” it as the famous painting.
That made me think that this is how
life often works. When we are close to events,
in terms of time, we can’t often make sense
of them. But when we give ourselves some
distance, in terms of time, we often see things
we couldn’t see before.
God is the only one who can truly see
the big picture, but the Lord gives us some
help in seeing that big picture in the Bible.
And the very last book of the Bible, the book
of Revelation, makes it clear that God wins in
the end. Every once in a while we need to
step back and see that big picture.
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

SESSION NEWS
At the July meeting of Session, our elders took the
following actions:
• Approved Section 1a of the Operations Manual.
• Discussed the legal status of the church’s charter and bylaws. Session approved the drafting of
updated charter and bylaws for presentation to
the congregation for approval in January. Al
Passwater will have a draft for review at the
September meeting.
• Heard the Treasurer’s Report - giving was down
in June, but overall for the year, receipts are still
greater than expenses.
• Discussed the progress of the CLC flooring project.
• Heard from the Worship Committee that they
are assessing the Committee’s duties and responsibilities.
• Learned from the Fellowship Committee chair
that the July 4th BBQ was a success with a full
house. The next planned Fellowship event will
be the Back to School Breakfast in August.
• Heard about the Mission Committee’s plan of
beginning a monthly donation request for our
annual Mother’s Day Basket project, with different items being requested each month.
• Listened to the Pastor’s report, which included
the fact that he will be holding new member
classes in August.
• Received an update on our phone systems Vonage Business VoIP was selected, and the
phones should be operational by July 31st.
• Recapped our successful summer, which included full programs for VBS, LEGO Camp, Music
Camp, Summer Shorts, and the youth mission
trips and work days.
2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227

2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Jun): $214,983
2017 Expenses (Jan-Jun):
$198,048
Difference:
$16,935

At the halfway point of the year, our income is still exceeding our expenses.
Thank you for your generosity to our church!
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Summer break is quickly coming to a close as we enter the month of August! We will welcome our families to the Preschool with our annual “Meet the Teacher” event on Friday, August 11th
from 10:00 am until noon. This come-and-go event gives the children a brief familiarization with their
new classroom and teacher in preparation for Monday.
The 2017-18 school year officially begins on Monday, August 14th starting with 8:30 am arrival.
We still have a handful of open schedules in our three-year-old and VPK classes, but the two-year-old
class is completely full. We will launch our annual Yankee Candle Fundraiser on August 22nd, so stay
tuned on how to place your orders!
The Preschool wishes all our alumni and friends, especially those entering Kindergarten, a wonderful new school year filled with success and accomplishment. All the best!
Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

Faith Formation Informational Meetings Begin in August

The Christian Education Committee is excited to invite you to
attend an upcoming series of small group meetings focusing on Christian Education and Faith Formation. The purpose of these meetings is
to start the process of revisioning faith formation at Oakland Presbyterian Church. For the past 18 months, the CE Committee has been assessing and celebrating our successes related to faith formation while
appreciating the need for change in some areas. We will be sharing
assessment materials to get insight from the congregation on how you
view our current faith formation programs, as well as input on what
we can do to increase our impact on the church members and surrounding community.
The first meeting will include current CE activity volunteers, the Preschool Board, and any officers
of the church who wish to attend. Personal invitations will be emailed soon. Additional
meetings for the congregation-at-large will be held throughout the coming months. We
look forward to sharing our thoughts and plans of action with you all, and we hope you
will be excited to commit to sharing ownership with us during the implementation
stage of creating a new vision for faith formation at Oakland Presbyterian.

AUGUST 2017
Sermon Series
In August, Pastor Bob will begin a new sermon series titled
The Biggest Buts of the Gospel. This series will continue
until the Fall. Join us for the following messages:
•

August 6: Nothing Happens by Chance
Matthew 2:1-8; 26:47-56

•

August 13: But I Tell You …
Matthew 5:17-22, 27-30, 38-42 (Sermon on the
Mount)

•

August 20: Pastor Bob away, Guest Pastor Bill Birdsall
will be with us

•

August 27: Don’t Worry, But Seek First God’s Kingdom
Matthew 6:25-33

Sewing Group Dates and Times for August
•

August 7: 10:00 - 11:30 am, Yarn Works knitting group

•

August 21: 9:30 - 11:30 am, all sewing types

•

August 28: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, all sewing types
*bring your lunch!

All women of the church who love to sew, knit, or crochet
or who want to learn this useful skill are welcome to join
us. We enjoy each other’s company as we work together
to complete various mission projects.
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held
on Wednesday, August 9th at 11:30 am.
We are meeting at Longhorn Steakhouse
of Winter Garden, located in the Winter
Garden Village at 3118 Daniels Rd. We
meet the second Wednesday of every
month, and all ladies of the church are
welcome. If you plan to attend this
month, please let Joyce Mullins know by
contacting her via text or phone call at
407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

PW Bible Study
The PW Bible Study led by Kelly
Parker resumes with its first meeting on
Saturday, August 19th at 2:30 pm in the
Parlor. (This Bible study is in addition to
- not a replacement of- Pastor Bob’s
morning study, which will resume in
September) All women of the church are
invited to attend.
This year’s curriculum is titled
“Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of
Christ in Hebrews.”
The overarching motif of this
study is the community of faith that supports and surrounds us in our journey of
faith. Each lesson features stories about
women who have been witnesses to
faith.
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Music Updates


To all our choir members: be on the look out for an announcement about our Sanctuary Choir kick off party. We will gather for fun,
singing, and fellowship one evening in August. Michael will send out
information soon!


We will officially resume our regular Sanctuary Choir rehearsals
on Wednesday, August 23rd at 7:30 pm in the Choir Room. Our Sanctuary Choir is open to anyone with a love for music, singing, and
praising God. We hope you will join us as we lead the 11:00 worship
every Sunday.



Our Handbell Choir will resume rehearsals in August. We meet on Tuesdays at 5:15 pm in the Sanctuary, and we join in worship at times throughout the year. The official start date will be announced
soon.

Special Primary Election on Tuesday, August 15
The Orange County Supervisor of Elections has
notified us that a Special Primary Election for
State House Representative District 44 will be
held on Tuesday, August 15th. Because Oakland
Presbyterian Church is a
polling location, our
groups who usually meet
in the Fellowship Hall will
be relocated to the CLC.
Other groups will not be
displaced.

August Lego Club
The regular monthly meeting of
the Oakland Presbyterian Lego
Users Group will be held Sunday,
August 27th at 2:00 pm in the CLC. Lego fans of
all ages are welcome to join us for some unstructured, free-building fun!

At this time, all of us at Oakland Presbyterian
wish to extend our sympathies to Harmon Biehl
on the passing of his wife, Mary Jo. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time.

Youth Work Day August 7
The final Youth Work Day will be Monday, August 7th. All Youth are invited
to join Pastor Bob and Tiffany for a
morning of service at the church. We
will even treat you to lunch! Hope to
see you all there!
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Looking Ahead - September

2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

September 4:
September 7:
September 10:
September 10:
September 11:
September 19:
September 19:
September 30:

Labor Day - Church Office is closed
VPK Parents’ Night, CLC
Presentation of Bibles to 3rd graders during worship
Cub Scouts BBQ and Regatta, 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm in CLC
Women’s morning Bible study class resumes, 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall
Preschool “Doughnuts for Dad”
Monthly Men’s Dinner resumes, 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Presbyterian Women Annual Tea, 2:00 - 4:30 pm in CLC

The
JUNE /
2010
2 The

JULY

JUNE /
2010

JULY

If you’ve tried calling us recently, you probably just heard the phone ring and ring and ring.
We apologize for this frustration and inconvenience. We were struck by lightning in early July, and it
completely fried our internal phone system. We took the opportunity to make a change to our service and install a new system. We are very happy to announce that we are back up and running! Our
phone number remains the same, and you will now receive an answer when you call!

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Admin. Assistant * Stacey Gillespie
Business Manager * Alecia Spence

Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

August 2017
1

2

3

4

5

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)
YCM CAMP 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
YCM CAMP 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

12p - Hope Group (FH)
5p - Cub Scouts Lock-In (overnight,
FH and classrooms)
YCM CAMP 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

12p - Hope Group (FH)

YCM CAMP 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
9:45a - New Member Class
11a - Traditional Service
12:15p - CE Committee (Blue Room)

8:30a - Youth Work Day
10a - Yarn Works (FH, 10 - 11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)
7p- Preschool Board Meeting

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch - Longhorn of
Winter Garden
12p - Hope Group (FH)
2:30p - YCM Open House (FH, Sanct)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

10a - Preschool Meet the Teacher
(CLC, 10a - 12p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco (FH)

13 - COMMUNION

14

15

16

17

18

19

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
9:45a - New Member Class
11a - Traditional Service
12:15p - CE Small Groups Meeting (CLC)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (CLC)
12p - Hope Group (Choir)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC)

9:30a - Digital Task Force Meeting
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
2:30p - PW Bible Study (parlor)

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Back to School Brunch (CLC)
11a - Traditional Service

9:30a - Sewing (FH, 9:30 - 11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner/Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

8:30a - FISH Conference at Grace
Covenant Presbyterian (8:30 am 12:30 pm)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

27

28

29

30

31

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
9:45a - New Member Class
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Congregational Meeting
2p - LEGO Club

10a - Sewing (FH, 10 am - 2:00 pm)
12p - Hope Group (Choir)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC)
7p - Deacons (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner/Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

Preschool Teachers Back to Work

FIRST DAY OF PRESCHOOL

PRIMARY SPECIAL ELECTION

RALLY DAY

