September 2017
Presbyterian Women Annual Tea
September 30, 2017
The Presbyterian Women will hold their annual Ladies’ Tea on Saturday, September 30 from 2:00 - 4:00
pm in the Christian Life Center. The theme this year is Time Travel Tea, and hostesses will use favorite
decades as inspiration for table decoration. A fashion show from Em’z of Mount Dora will also be presented along with a raffle to support the Young Christian Musicians program. Tickets to the tea are $15.
At the same time, a Little Ladies’ Sugar and Spice Tea will be held in the Fellowship Hall for girls
ages 4-10. Their theme is a cooking-based format, and girls will make simple snacks and learn to set a
proper table. They will also play games and enjoy making crafts. Tickets for the Little Ladies’ Tea are $10.
All proceeds benefit missions supported by Presbyterian Women.
We are seeking additional hostesses to decorate tables. We are also in need of items for the raffle
and donations of food or money to help us provide cookies and sandwiches for the tea. To volunteer or
make a donation, please contact Bonnie Litteral at 407-877-3525 or bblitteral@aol.com.
Tickets will be on sale before and after church beginning this month. You can also call or email
Bonnie directly to purchase your tickets.

3rd Graders to Receive Bibles
Our third grade Bible presentation will
be on September 10th at both worship services.
Every year at OPC, we present current third
graders with a new Bible. We feel that third
grade is the perfect time for students to start
reading God’s word. Children who are in the
third grade this school year
are invited to join Ms.
Tiffany for this special
presentation.

Women’s Morning Bible Study
Pastor Bob’s morning Bible study for
women resumes this month on Monday, September 11 at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
This year’s curriculum is titled “Cloud of
Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews.” The theme of this study is the community that supports and surrounds us in our journey
of faith. Each lesson features stories about women who have been witnesses to faith.
*Our study depends upon
enough people joining the conversation.
Please email Pastor Bob if you intend to
join him (revbob@oaklandpres.org). If at
least 15 people attend, the Bible study
will be able to continue.
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Men’s Fellowship Dinner
The monthly men’s fellowship dinner resumes this
month on Tuesday, September 19 at 6:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.
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Church Closed September 4th
A friendly reminder that the Church
offices are closed on Monday, September 4th due to the holiday.

Pastor Bob will be preparing our meal this month.
We will be joined by the Oakland Chief of Police,
Steven Thomas, who will give a brief message.
All men of the church and community are welcome
to join us for an evening of good food and fellowship!

Sewing Group Dates and Times for
September
•

No Yarn Works the first Monday due to
the Labor Day holiday

•

Sept. 18: 9:30 - 11:30 am, all sewing types

•

Sept. 25: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, all sewing
types
*bring your lunch!

All women of the church who love to sew,
knit, or crochet or who want to learn this useful skill are welcome to join us. We enjoy each
other’s company as we work together to complete various mission projects.

September Donation Drive for
Mother’s Day Baskets
“Sock-tember”
Throughout the coming year, the Mission Committee will be collecting items for our
annual Mother’s Day Basket mission project
next May, 2018. In September, they are asking
for donations of women’s socks (new, please!).
Bins will be available throughout the month in
the narthex and lobby. Thank you for your generosity to this heartwarming project!
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From the Pastor

On our recent trip, Pat and I ended up in Clemson, SC visiting with our daughter,
son-in-law, and our 3 precious little grandchildren. It just so happened that was also the
day of the solar eclipse, and Clemson was one of those places in the US that gave folks
a total eclipse view.
We had our special glasses to view the eclipse, and we watched the countdown
on TV. When the time came, all the adults went outside to see this rare event.
It was fascinating and a bit eerie. When the moon came between the earth and the sun, our
world became a good bit darker. It wasn’t night-time dark, but it was very dark for the time of day.
The world without the sun is a dark place.
The world without the S-O-N is also a dark place.
The moon is the entity that was responsible for the eclipse. What is it in our world that keeps the
light of God’s Son from shining into our lives?
Recent events in our nation have confirmed in my mind that racism, bigotry, and hatred of those
who are different are some of the things that make our world a dark place.
There are many other ideas and behaviors that have the ability to block some of the light of the
SON that God wants to shine into our world.
I don’t think we want to let that happen.
I don’t want to live in a world of darkness.
I don’t want to live in a world where the sun/son does not shine.
I don’t want to live in a world where hatred, bigotry, and racism are the values that define us.
Jesus said in John 8, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”
It is our goal to follow Jesus and walk in his light.
And I think it is our responsibility, as those who love and follow Jesus, to ensure that the evil that
exists in our world does not block the Son’s light from shining.
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Jul):
2017 Expenses (Jan-Jul):
Difference:

$251,205
$229,071
$22,134

At the halfway point of the year, our income is still exceeding our expenses.
Thank you for your generosity to our church!
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The Preschool is back to our routine. We have enjoyed three full weeks of school, and now we
move into September. Our Yankee Candle Fundraiser will conclude on Tuesday, September 5th. We hope
you have taken a moment to browse the catalog, either online or on paper, and placed an order. We utilize the funds earned to purchase enhancements to the Preschool, such as new Cozy Coupe trucks, flat
screen TVs with built in DVD players, new CD players with Bluetooth speakers, and other wonderful updates to our classrooms. Our previous TVs were dinosaurs - probably 12 years old! They were hulking
black boxes, like refrigerators, hanging on the wall, with separate VHS/DVD players. I didn’t really notice
the ancient TVs, but the millennials notice right away! Apparently no one watches VHS anymore!
We are benefitting from an exceptional upgrade to the Christian Life Center that took place over
the entire summer. We no longer have any carpeting in the CLC. It has been replaced with NORA flooring.
In addition to the new flooring, the main space of the CLC was repainted. We are so happy in the newly
renovated space! We would like to express our great thanks and appreciation to Gordon and Bertha Allen, who were instrumental in making this possible!
With the start of the new school year, we have started Chapel time with Pastor Bob. We have
some new songs and fun to experience while learning about the love of Jesus and the word of the Bible.
The children look forward to Chapel every Wednesday with Pastor Bob!
Library with Ms. Yvonne Davis will begin on Monday, September 11. Ms. Yvonne works diligently
to select age-appropriate books for each class, in keeping with our weekly themes. The children delight in
their Library time, listening intently to Ms. Yvonne read to them. Thank you, Ms. Yvonne!
Happy September to all!
Preschool Director, Laurie Templin

Have You Walked in the Garden Lately?
That is, our Memorial Garden, located just outside of the narthex doors on the west side of the sanctuary. The Garden was expanded to include 111 additional spaces for the interment of members and their
immediate families after the original 90 spaces were
claimed.
The Garden is a lovely space for quiet reflection.
If you are interested in reserving space or for additional
information, please call Connie King at 407-469-2307.
We also have information available on our website at
www.oaklandpres.org.
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Sermon Series

Pastor Bob’s current sermon series, The Biggest Buts of the Gospel, will continue through the month of
September. Join us for the following messages:
•
•
•
•

Sept. 3:
Sept. 10:
Sept. 17:
Sept. 24:

Matthew 7:24-29
Matthew 18:21-35
Matthew 9:18-26
Matthew 14:22-36

“Building Wisely”
“But How Often Should I Forgive?”
“But They Laughed at Him”
“But When Peter Saw the Wind …”

Save the Date!
Be a Part of the Celebration - the Boar’s Head Pageant’s 5-Year Anniversary!
Performance dates:

Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 4:00 pm
Post cards to send to family and friends and tickets will be
available soon! Keep watching the church bulletins, website,
and Facebook page for more details and updates.

Ladies’ Lunch Out

NO Lego Club Meeting
In September
The regular monthly meeting of
the Oakland Presbyterian Lego
Users Group will NOT be held
this month. We will meet again
on Sunday, October 1st at 2 pm.

The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, September 13 at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at Oak Wood Smokehouse in Clermont,
located at 230 Citrus Tower Blvd. We meet the
second Wednesday of every month, and all ladies
of the church are welcome. If you plan to attend
this month, please let Joyce Mullins know by contacting her via text or phone call at 407-963-8543
or via email at apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
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HURRICANE HARVEY DISASTER RELIEF
If you can help those affected by the
devastation of Hurricane Harvey, donating
funds is the fastest way to do so. With flooding
throughout some of the worst hit areas, supplies might not make it to those in need in a
timely manner. The PCUSA Disaster Assistance
is in touch with the presbyteries in the path of
Hurricane Harvey. A monetary donation will
help them provide assistance as soon as possible. To donate, go to
www.presbyterianmission.org and click at the
top to donate directly to the hurricane fund.

SESSION NEWS
At the August meeting of Session, our elders took the following actions:
• Talked about the different summer ministries that
took place at OPC.
• Reviewed the Clerk’s presentation of revisions to the
church bylaws and charter.
• Received the Treasurer’s report presented by Shannon
Elswick.
• Approved the purchase of two rolling cabinets to be
used by the Lego ministry.
• Received reports from different committees.
• Learned that six adults have completed the New Member Class.
• Approved several requests for use of the building.
• Elected Al Passwater as our commissioner to the September presbytery meeting. (We are looking for two
more elders who are willing to attend - please talk to
Al if you want to go)
• Closed our meeting with prayer for folks who are
standing in the need of God’s presence and healing
touch.
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Faith Formation opportunities at Oakland Presbyterian Church
Become a part of this Christian community, learn what it takes to be a Christian, grow in your faith, and
discover how to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Our goal is to help you grow and mature as a follower
of Jesus as we offer a variety of classes for faith formation.

Adult classes:





Band of brothers (Pastor’s Study): This men-only class journeys through in-depth Bible studies.
Women of faith (room 107): Join this supportive community of women as they study, fellowship,
and pray together.
Forum class (room 102): This class uses video based lessons along with discussions based on the
video for the week.
Parenting for faith: Equip yourself to grow in faith as a family through this special Sunday school
class for parents of children. (Starting October 8th)

Youth and young adult classes:




Young Adult - 11th grade-college ages (room 106): The purpose of this class is to continue growing a
personal faith in Jesus Christ with a deepening understanding of the Bible as a tool for ongoing discipleship.
Youth - grades 6-10 (room 108): The goal of this class is to help youth foster their faith development
and spiritual growth. Using the Connect curriculum, teens will explore Bible themes and how the
Bible stories fit together.

Children’s classes (Meet in the CLC):
One of our highest priorities at Oakland Presbyterian church is to nurture children and provide opportunities for them to grow in faith. Our children’s Sunday School program seeks to introduce young people
to the love God shares with us through Jesus Christ, and engages them in the story of our faith through
age-appropriate Bible lessons, crafts, music, and other activities. This year, the classes are grouped as
follows:
 Pre-K (4) and Kindergarten
st
nd
 1 and 2 grade
rd
th
 3 through 5 grade
* Nursery care is available for children 3 years old and younger
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“Let Everything That Hath Life and Breath Praise the Lord!”
If you have questions about any of our music programs, please email our
Director of Music, Michael Shortal, at michael@oaklandpres.org.
•

Sanctuary Choir: We have entered a new “singing season” and the members of the Sanctuary Choir would like to invite you to join them. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm in the choir room. The only
requirement for membership is a desire to serve our God through beautiful music and loving service. According to the Fire Marshal, we have room
for 300 additional choir members!

•

Chancel Choir: The newest vocal ensemble at Oakland Presbyterian is recruiting members. This select vocal ensemble sings a broad range of choral repertoire, specializing in Renaissance and 20th
century music. This ensemble is by invitation or audition only.

•

Jubilation Ringers: We currently have openings for additional ringers of high school age or older.
Rehearsals are held on Tuesday evenings at 5:15 pm. A basic knowledge of rhythmic notation is a
prerequisite.

•

Praise Team: Leading the 8:45 am blended worship service, the Praise Team is always open to musicians of high school age or older. If you play an instrument or enjoy singing contemporary Praise
music, we welcome you!

•

Boar’s Head Choir and Orchestra: This ensemble performs at the annual Boar’s Head Pageant. Rehearsals begin in mid-October on Sunday afternoons and are open to all musicians of high school
age and older. The performance dates for this year are Saturday, December 9th at 7:30 pm and Sunday, December 10th at 4:00 pm.

•

String Ensemble: This ensemble enhances the worship experience on a monthly basis with traditional music at the 11 am service. Rehearsals are currently scheduled following the 11 am service. The
ensemble is open to anyone with a string background.

•

Brass Ensemble: The Brass Ensemble plays special music and enhances the worship experience as
they accompany hymn singing and service music through the year during the 11 am service.

•

Children’s Choir: Our Wednesday night Children’s Choir program features choirs for ages 3 through
5th grade with time for singing, Bible study, playing instruments, and recreation. The children lead in
worship several times throughout the year. Join us every Wednesday night (following the Orange
County Public Schools calendar) at 5:30 pm for dinner followed by choir at 6:00 pm.
Rejoice in Christ Concert - Saturday, September 9th at 7:00 pm

Central Florida Arts and the First United Methodist Church of Orlando are hosting a free concert
on September 9th at 7:00 pm. The choir is comprised of volunteers from several Central Florida church
choirs. The 80-voice choir is accompanied by a 45-piece orchestra and is directed by Bill Shortal. Please
make plans to attend this free concert titled, “Rejoice in Christ: Creator, Redeemer, Savior.”
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Looking Ahead - October

2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

October 1:
October 8:
October 9:
October 10:
October 11:
October 14:
October 17:
October 21:
October 22:
October 29:
October 31:

Lego Club, 2pm, CLC
Cub Scouts Spaghetti Luncheon, 12pm, CLC
Women’s Bible study, 10:30am, Fellowship Hall
Election Day
Ladies’ Lunch Out
Bunco, 6:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Men’s Fellowship Dinner
Oakland Heritage Day
Fall Festival
Christian Education small group meeting, 12:15 - 1:30pm, CLC
Preschool Halloween Party

To become a grandparent is to enjoy one of the few pleasures in life for which
the consequences have already been paid.
-Robert Brault
Happy Grandparents Day - Sunday, September 10!

The
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

September 2017
1

2

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

12p - Hope Group (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - VPK Parent’s Night (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

7:30a - OACS Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco (FH)

LABOR DAY
CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
10 - COMMUNION

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Cub Scouts BBQ and Regatta (CLC,
12p - 6p)
3rd Graders Presented with Bibles
during worship services

10:30a - Women’s Bible Study (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)
7p- Preschool Board Meeting

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch (Oak Wood
Smokehouse in Clermont)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir + Centers
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Scouts Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

9a - Scouts Den Chief Training
(Classrooms, 9a - 1p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
2:30p - PW Bible Study (Parlor)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12:15p - CE Small Groups Meeting (CLC,
12:15 - 2:00 pm)

9:30a - Sewing Group (FH, 9:30 11:30 am)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (CLC)
8:30a - Donuts for Dad (Preschool)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Men’s Dinner (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (CLC)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Scouts Round Table Mtg (CLC)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (Nursery)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

8a - Scouts Cubmaster and Den Leader Training (Classrooms, 8a - 5p)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

PATRIOT DAY

First Day of Autumn

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:45a - Contemporary Service
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

10a - Sewing (FH, 10 am - 2pm)
12p - Hope Group (Choir)
6:30p - Cub Scouts (CLC)
7p - Deacons (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
5:15p - Bell Choir (Sanctuary)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
12p - YCM (Sanctuary, 12p - 5p)
5:30p - Dinner for Children (CLC)
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (Choir room)
2p - PW Ladies’ Tea (CLC, 2 - 4:30pm)

