July 2017

SUMMER BBQ LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JULY 2
All Church members and friends are invited to
join us for Fellowship at our annual summer BBQ on
Sunday, July 2nd immediately following the 11:00 am
worship service. There is no charge for the meal,
though donations are gratefully accepted. We hope
to see you there!

Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, July 12th at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at Akina Sushi and Asian Food Bistro
in Clermont, located at 4300 S. Highway 27.
Akina has a wide variety of menu items, which
you can browse at akinamenu.com. We meet
the second Wednesday of every month, and
all ladies of the church are welcome. If you
plan to attend this month, please let Joyce
Mullins know by contacting her via text or
phone call at 407-963-8543 or via email at
apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.

Barry and Shelly Dawson to Visit OPC on July 2
We are excited to once again welcome Barry and Shelly Dawson to Oakland Presbyterian on
Sunday, July 2. The Dawsons are PCUSA missionaries whom we support through our budget. They
work in Southeast Asia as our Regional Liaison. In their work, they provide support to other mission
personnel and facilitate relationships with partner denominations in the region. Because of the dominant religious affiliations found in Southeast Asia (mostly Buddhist and Muslim), the Dawsons have
exposure to cultures and nations where Christianity is a minority.
There will be several opportunities for us to learn about the amazing ways God is working in
Southeast Asia while the Dawsons are with us. Barry and Shelly will bring the message in worship at
both services that day. They will also meet with the adult classes and anyone else who would like to
meet with them during the Sunday School hour (9:45 - 10:30 am). And they will join us for our July
BBQ at noon.
We hope everyone will plan to be with us on July 2nd to join us in encouraging the Dawsons in
their work.

2 The Oakleaf

JULY 2017
2

MUSIC CAMP

VBS - HERO CENTRAL
Discover Your Strength in God
Dates: July 10-14
Time: 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Ages: Pre-K through 5th grade
Cost: $10 per child
Register online by visiting
cokesburyvbs.com/oaklandpres
For more information, contact Tiffany Goggans.
tiffany@oaklandpres.org or 407-656-4452.

Dates:

July 24-28

Time:

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ages:

Kindergarten through 5th
grade (completed)

Cost:

$125 per child

Contact:

Bonnie Litteral
bblitteral@aol.com

*Snacks will be provided, but campers should
bring a packed lunch and drink daily.
*Participants will experience various musical activities: hand bells, vocal music, musical games,
hand chimes, Orff mallets, recorders, outdoor
recreation, movie and game room time.

No LEGO Club in July
The regular monthly meeting
of the Oakland Presbyterian
Lego Users Group will NOT be
held in July. We will be busy
preparing for our summer camp. We will reconvene our regular club meetings at the end
of August.

*A performance will be presented on the last day
of camp.

Church Office Closed for Holiday
The church offices will be
closed in observation of the 4th of
July holiday. Enjoy Independence
Day with your families!

Youth Work Day, July 31
Our next Youth work day will
be Monday, July 31st. Tiffany and Pastor Bob will provide details soon, but
we will be meeting at the church by
9:00 am for the day. Lunch will be provided.
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From the Pastor

I recently saw a story
on the nightly news about a
custodian who works at a
hospital in Nashville. The
uplifting story of Freddie
Wiggins showed how he encourages those he
encounters at the hospital while he does his
work.
•

He fist bumps the doctors and other medical staff.
• He offers words of hope to those who are
dealing with serious medical problems.
• He sings to patients (and anyone else who
will listen)
--His theme song is “I’ve got sunshine
on a cloudy day …”
One administrator shared that there is
a need in healthcare for more than medical
information and assistance. Freddie spreads
joy.
That’s the kind of thing that can surprise us when we are on the receiving end.
And that’s the kind of thing we can all do no
matter where we find ourselves in life. Be
someone who spreads sunshine on a cloudy
day!
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

SESSION NEWS
At the June meeting of Session, our elders took the
following actions:
• Al Passwater reported that starting in September, our congregation may send 3 voting elders
to Presbytery meetings.
• Shannon Elswick reviewed the Treasurer’s report and noted that operating expenses for the
year continue to be less than income.
• George Warden reviewed the progress of the
remodeling projects that have been done or are
in the process of being done.
• Lynn White reminded us of the upcoming visit
of Barry and Shelly Dawson, our PCUSA missionaries who serve in SE Asia. They will be with us
the weekend of July 1-2. Lynn was working on
securing hospitality for the Dawsons.
• Pastor Bob reported that Lego Camp and the
first weeks of Preschool Summer Shorts both
went very well. They closing of the CLC for the
new flooring has been a challenge, but the leadership of both ministries worked together to
make their events work in a different location,
especially with some challenging rest room issues because of remodeling.
• The Pastor shared that the Oakland Coalition of
Churches has been disbanded.
• We had a conversation about moving to VoIP
phone services and reviewed a proposal from
one company. The pastor offered to email the
Elders more information.
• The Elders set August 27 at 12:00 pm as the
date and time for the annual congregational
meeting to elect new officers.
• Had prayer for a number of people, whose
names were shared in the meeting.

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-May): $179,462
2017 Expenses (Jan-May):
$158,442
Difference:
$21,020

Our income is exceeding our expenses so far this year. Thank you for your
generosity to our church!
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We enjoyed a wonderful June with our friends in Summer Shorts, and the four week program kept
us very busy! It was really gratifying to see many of our alumni students and their siblings, as well as current Preschool students. Our friends continue to grow and flourish!
I would like to thank all the church and Preschool Board members who came out to share our
lovely VPK Graduation evening on Wednesday, May 31st. This event was a beautiful end to a very successful school year of tremendous growth for our students. We were blessed to share the Pledge of Allegiance, prayers, photos, video, and song with our families during this special graduation evening. We extend our thanks and gratitude to the entire congregation of Oakland Presbyterian Church for your support and love.
The Preschool has a great problem this summer, as we are nearly at capacity for the 2017-18
school year! We have very limited space available for any additional incoming students in the two-yearold and three-year-old classrooms, with six spaces available in VPK. It will be a full house when we move
back into the newly improved Christian Life Center. The new floors and paint will create a welcome space
for our students.

The school year will begin with Meet the Teacher on Friday, August 11th from 9:00 am until noon,
followed by the first day of school on Monday, August 14th. I’m looking forward to working in my freshly
painted office with fresh new flooring! The CLC space was wonderful for 12+ years, and now we move
onward in an updated setting for all. July is truly an exciting month!
Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin
FISH is Coming Up in August - Registration Opens in July
FISH, the annual training event held by the Central Florida Presbytery will be held Saturday,
August 26th from 8:30 am - 12:30 pm. FISH stands for Fresh Ideas Start Here and will feature
18 workshops with a special emphasis on intergenerational ministry, technology, personal
devotions, worship, and age-level-specific workshops for those in ministry with children,
youth, or adults. FISH is open to anyone who works in Christian Education - pastors, Christian
Ed Committee Members, Youth and Collegiate Ministry Leaders, Adult Ministry Leaders, Children and Family Ministry Leaders, and CE Directors. Registration ends August 18th, and can
be completed online by visiting http://cfpresbytery.org/equip.html. The cost for the day,
which includes all workshops and refreshments, is just $9.00, and childcare is available for
infants - Kindergarten aged children (if notice is given at the time of registration).
Don’t miss out on this valuable resource!
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Sermon Series Continues

Bill Weckerly celebrating 50 years

Join us in worship in July to hear the final messages from
Pastor Bob’s current sermon series, “Making a Difference.”

Reverend Bill Weckerly will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of his ordination as a Presbyterian Minister. He
will be joining us in worship to assist
with Communion on Sunday, July 9th.
Congratulations on 50 years, Rev.
Weckerly!

July 2:

July 9:

Special Message from our visiting
Missionaries, Barry and Shelly Dawson
Ruth 1:1-22
Ruth: Be Loyal and True to Your Family and Friends

July 16:
Jonah 3:1-10
Jonah: Embracing Second Chances
July 23:
Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-60
Stephen: Be Bold in Your Witness
July 30:
Acts 9:1-22
Paul: Your Past Doesn’t Disqualify You

Tri & Run 4 on the 4th
Tri & Run of West Orange will be hosting their annual July 4th four
mile event in Oakland. The run/walk starts and finishes behind Oakland
Presbyterian Church. Proceeds from the event benefit Matthew’s Hope.
Registration can be done online or in-store through July 3rd at a discounted rate. You can also register the morning of the race (cash or check only).
For more information, visit www.trinrun.com.

6 The Oakleaf

2

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

JULY 2017

Looking Ahead - August
August 6 - Christian Education Committee Meeting, 12:15 pm
August 7 - Youth work day
August 9 - Ladies’ Lunch Out
August 11 - Preschool Meet the Teacher
August 13 - Communion
August 13 - Faith Formation Small Groups meetings - current volunteers
August 14 - First day of Preschool
August 15 - Special Election primary
August 19 - PW Bible Study, 2:30 pm
August 20 - Back to School Brunch and Rally Day
August 23 - Children’s Choir rehearsals begin
August 27 - Lego Club, 2:00 pm
August 27 - Congregational Meeting and elections, 12:00 pm
“May we think of freedom not as the right to do as we please but as the
opportunity to do what is right.”
- Peter Marshall
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Admin. Assistant * Stacey Gillespie
Business Manager * Alecia Spence

Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

12p - Hope Group (FH)
2p - Memorial Service
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3

4 - Church Office is Closed

5

6

7

8

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - BBQ Luncheon (FH)

9a - Youth Work Day
12p - Hope Group (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Bunco

9 - COMMUNION

10

11

12

13

14

15

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - VBS setup

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30 p - Cub Scouts Calendar Planning (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch (Akina)
12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Round Table Mtg (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (CLC)
5:30-8:30 PM

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

INDEPENDENCE DAY

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (CLC)
5:30-8:30 PM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (CLC)
5:30-8:30 PM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (CLC)
5:30-8:30 PM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (CLC)
5:30-8:30 PM

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Lego Camp setup

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
Lego Camp clean up

LEGO CAMP (CLC) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

LEGO CAMP (CLC) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

LEGO CAMP (CLC) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

12p - Hope Group (FH)
6p - Round Table Mtg (Sanctuary)
6:30p - Mah Jongg (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)
7p - Session
LEGO CAMP (CLC) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm

23

24

25

26

27

28

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

12p - Hope Group (FH)

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast (FH)
12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - Boy Scouts (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

12p - Hope Group (FH)
7p - S. Lake A Capella (Choir)

12p - Hope Group (FH)

MUSIC CAMP (CLC)
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

30

31

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
2p - Round Table Mtg. (classroom)

9a - Youth Work Day
12p - Hope Group (FH)
YCM BAND CAMP (CLC)

MUSIC CAMP (CLC)
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

MUSIC CAMP (CLC)
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

MUSIC CAMP (CLC)
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

LEGO CAMP (CLC) 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
29

MUSIC CAMP (CLC)
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

12p - Hope Group (FH)

