June 2017

PENTECOST LUNCHEON
Don’t forget about our annual Pentecost Potluck
Luncheon! All church members and friends are
invited to gather in fellowship on Sunday, June 4th
following our 11:00 am worship service. You are
encouraged to bring your favorite ethnic or family
dish to share with others. The Fellowship Committee will be providing drinks and desserts.
Supplies to Assist ouR Students
New Opportunity to Serve
Recently, we’ve had several people talk
to us about a need for transportation for some of
our senior members. Someone who doesn’t drive
may need a ride to the doctor, grocery store, or
hairdresser.
We’re going to explore the possibility of
starting a new ministry. If you would be willing
and able to provide a ride on occasion, we’re
asking you to sign up. When we get a call from
someone who needs a ride, we’ll get the word
out (probably via email or texting) and hopefully
connect a volunteer driver with the person who
needs a ride.
For the next couple of weeks, you can
sign up as a volunteer using the connection cards
in worship. You can also email or call us to let us
know that you are willing to be a part of this new
ministry.
In advance, we thank you for your willingness to serve!

Throughout the month of June, the OPC
Mission Committee will be collecting donations
to support S.T.A.R.S. of West Orange County.
This local ministry provides all of the local
schools with backpacks full of supplies for those
students who can not purchase them on their
own.
Supplies may be dropped off between
now and June 28th. Donation boxes will be
placed in the narthex and outside of the church
office. You may also make a monetary donation
with checks payable to Oakland Presbyterian
Church and STARS in the memo line. $50 will fill
FIVE backpacks.
For additional details, please contact
Margaret Kirwan at mkirwan@aol.com.
*For a complete list of needed supplies, please
see page 7.
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New Flooring in CLC
As a reminder, the CLC will be closed for the entire month of June. New flooring will be installed, and it
is projected to take the full month to complete. We will keep you posted if that changes. Thank you for
your patience and understanding as we continue to make improvements to our campus!

2
VBS - HERO CENTRAL
Discover Your Strength in God

Dates: July 10-14
Time: 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Ages: Pre-K through 5th grade
Cost: $10 per child
Register online by visiting
cokesburyvbs.com/oaklandpres
For more information, contact Tiffany Goggans.
tiffany@oaklandpres.org or 407-656-4452.

MUSIC CAMP
Dates:

July 24-28

Time:

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ages:

Kindergarten through 5th
grade (completed)

Cost:

$125 per child

Contact:

Bonnie Litteral
bblitteral@aol.com

*Snacks will be provided, but campers should
bring a packed lunch and drink daily.

No LEGO Club in June or July
The regular monthly meeting of the Oakland
Presbyterian Lego Users Group will NOT be held
in June or July. We will be busy preparing for
our (full) summer camps. We will reconvene our
regular club meetings in August.

*Participants will experience various musical
activities: hand bells, vocal music, musical
games, hand chimes, Orff mallets, recorders,
outdoor recreation, movie and game room time.
*A musical, Good Kings Come in Small Packages,
will be presented on the last day of camp.
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From the Pastor
Last week, Pat and
I had the pleasure of
spending a whole week
with our three grandchildren at a resort. I can
honestly tell you that
nothing brings me more joy than seeing my
grandchildren smile and laugh as they enjoy their time with grandmamma and
grandpa.
My experience with these little ones
reminds me of what we read in Psalm
149:4--- that “the Lord takes delight in his
people.” I don’t think I truly understood
that until I had grandchildren.
There are some people who view
God as a joy-killer, a harsh judge, and a severe task master. Psalm 149 suggests that
nothing pleases God more than to see his
people thrive and enjoy life. My experience
with the grandkids confirms my belief that
God wants to bless us and fill our lives with
good things.
To believe that God takes delight in
his people can change the way we view and
understand God. I hope you will come to
know that God loves you with a love that
has no boundary, a love that is deep and
wide.
With warm regards,
Pastor Bob

SESSION NEWS
At the May meeting of Session, our elders took the following actions:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

Reviewed the remodeling work being done on campus
and thanked Don Wingate and Dan Bray for their work.
Heard that the annual “Calendar Meeting” will be
held Monday, June 5 at 5:30 p.m.
Approved two requests for baptism—for the infant
daughter of Kelsey Smith and Valerie Drebsky, and the
infant daughter of Tad and Erica Geltz. Dates for the baptisms have not yet been set.
Agreed that we would mark the one year anniversary of
the Pulse shooting in two ways: on Sunday, June 11, we
will light 49 candles as part of our communion service;
on Monday, June 12, we will ring our bell 49 times to remember those who lost their lives that night.
Heard that Barry and Shelly Dawson, our PCUSA missionaries in Thailand, will be with us on July 2 to talk about
their work in southeast Asia.
Learned about plans of the Fellowship Committee to hold
our annual Pentecost luncheon and July BBQ. The Pentecost luncheon will be in the Fellowship Hall because of
work being done in the CLC.
Heard reports from various committees of Session, as
well as the Preschool Board.
Reviewed the Financial Report given by the church treasurer, Derek Blakeslee.
Learned that Judith Ramsey and Tiffany Goggans will be
providing leadership for workshops being offered at FISH,
the annual Christian Education event planned by our
presbytery.
Approved a motion from the Property Committee to eliminate storage in our “common” areas in an effort to make
a more attractive appearance. Storage areas will be
moved to areas that are out of sight, with open shelving
to be used.
Had prayer for several people, whose names were suggested by the pastor and elders.

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Apr): $149,285
2017 Expenses (Jan-Apr):
$128,247
Difference:
$21,038

Our income is exceeding our expenses so far this year. Thank you for your
generosity to our church!
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Happy June!
We just celebrated a great group of children graduating from our two VPK classes and advanced
our younger children up to the next class. Soon we will be welcoming a brand new class of two year olds
to Oakland Presbyterian Preschool for the 2017-18 school year!

Summer Shorts will begin on Tuesday, June 6th at 8:30 am and run for four weeks. Our themes
this year are Florida Fun, Celebrate Dads, National Parks, and Celebrate Independence! Our program always incorporates the word of God and prayer. We are excited for our second season of Summer Shorts!
Thank you for your enthusiastic support and prayers for the children and families of the Preschool
over the entire 2016-17 school year. Bless you, and enjoy the summer!
Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

Faithful Families:
Parents, are you looking for activities to do as a family to create sacred moments
at home? The summer months are a great time to begin spiritual practices as a family.
This summer, try incorporating a Night Time Blessing into your routine.
At bedtime, after the child has finished his or her usual bedtime routine, say to
your child, “Daddy (or Mommy) is going to say a night time blessing now!” Place your
hand on the child’s head or shoulder and say a short blessing. Use one of these examples or create your own.
1. [Child’s name], may God bless and keep you. May God be kind and gracious to you. May God give you
peace tonight and every night. Amen.
2. [Child’s name], may the peace of God, which is bigger than anything we understand, fill your heart
and your mind, and may you know God’s love always. Amen.
3. [Child’s name], may the God of hope fill you with joy and peace, not only tonight, but tomorrow and
the next day and all the days of your life. Amen.
The bedtime blessing can be shared by whichever parent or caregiver is putting the child to bed.
The consistency in the blessing through a variety of different people provides a sense of security and
safety to children.
This practice excerpted from the book Faithful Families: Simple Practices for Daily Family Life by Traci Smith. Published by Chalice Press, 2017. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Barry and Shelly Dawson report via email (received May 25th, 2017)
Dear Mission Partners,
We awoke this morning to shocking and incredibly sad news from the
United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the primary and long-standing
church partner of the Presbyterian Church (USA).
The decades-old UCCP School in Marawi City - the DANSALAN COLLEGE - was
mercilessly attacked on May 23rd by the armed Maute Group, a terrorist group
suspected to have links with ISIS.
The Laubach Hall - the main building of the school - was burned down, including
the Science laboratory, the Library, and Dormitory. The teachers and school personnel were trapped or held hostage inside the campus. Unconfirmed reports had been circulated saying
that some teachers of the Dansalan College were killed or beheaded during the assault.
We likewise heard from the news that the Roman Catholic Cathedral and Bishop’s House in Marawi City were also burned by the same Maute group. The Parish Priest and other Church personnel were
reportedly held hostage and brought to undisclosed captivity. They cannot be traced at this time.
Call to prayer for Mission Partners
In the wake of the senseless, violent attack against the people and ministries of the Dansalan College in
the Philippines, we call upon all of our mission partners to stand in solidarity with and to fervently pray
for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Philippines.
Pray for those who may have been physically harmed, taken captive, or in any way had their freedom restricted by the attacks.
Pray for the healing of those who have been victimized and traumatized by the violent attacks, as
well as their loved ones.
Pray for justice and peace for all in the midst of this horrific situation.
Pray for the leaders of the UCCP, that they may have the mind of Christ as they discern how to
best respond to this tragedy, including the wisdom and unwavering resolve to rebuild their educational
ministry.
Pray for the Muslim and Christian students at Dansalan College, and the faculty and staff of Dansalan College as they strive to be ambassadors of peace in their interfaith relationships.
Important Note: The UCCP notes that “Dansalan College reflects the importance and impact of interfaith
relations. The student body is made up of approximately 95% Muslim students, while the staff is 80%
Christian.
In Mission Partnership with You,
Rev. Dr. Barry Dawson and Shelly Dawson

Memorial Services in June


Marie Mahn, June 22nd, 4:00 pm with reception following in
the Fellowship Hall
 Betty Jones, June 24th, 3:00pm with reception following in the
Fellowship Hall
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Thank You, Don!

The staff of OPC would like to express our deep gratitude to Don
Wingate. Don has worked tirelessly over the past couple of months to
oversee the renovations and repairs that are being done around the
church. He has also done his best to keep us functioning and able to get
our work done.
Don, thank you for all that you’ve done to improve our church. We
are truly blessed to count you as one of our members!

Happy Father’s Day!
Happy Father’s Day to all of our dads and granddads. May God guide you every day as you strive
to raise your children and teach them the ways of
Christ. We are thankful for you!

A Special Note of Thanks
Dear friends,
There are no words to express my
deepest thanks and appreciation for all the
prayers and support given to Bill and me
during his difficult journey with cancer.
He will be missed by many people.
-Carol Jackson

Ladies’ Lunch Out

Sewing Ministry taking a Summer Break
Our Sewing Group will not be meeting during
the month of June. Due to the flooring replacement in the CLC and the Summer Camps
taking place in the main campus, space is going to be very limited. Therefore, we will not
meet in the Fellowship Hall on our usual days
and times.

The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, June 14th at 11:30 am. We are
meeting at the Uno in Winter Garden, located at
3167 Daniels Rd, in the Winter Garden Village at
Fowler’s Grove. We meet the second Wednesday
of every month, and all ladies of the church are
welcome to attend. If you plan to attend this
month, please let Joyce Mullins know by contacting her via text or phone call at 407-963-8543
or via email at apollomoon@cfl.rr.com.
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Orlando United Day, June 12, 2017
A Day of Love and Kindness
From Orlando Mayor, Buddy Dyer:
The City of Orlando and Orange County Government, in collaboration with Pulse, have designated
June 12, 2017 as Orlando United Day - A Day of Love and Kindness. June 12 will be dedicated to honoring
the memory of the 49 innocent Pulse victims, supporting survivors and recognizing the compassion and love
that was displayed by the Central Florida community following the tragedy. We showed the world that Orlando would not be defined by the act of a hate-filled killer, but instead defined by our response of love,
compassion, and unity. There are a number of ways for you to show the power
of love, acceptance, and inclusiveness by participating in one of the events and
activities planned for Monday, June 12, 2017. For information on how you can
participate, get involved, or contribute financially, visit
orlandounitedday.com and actlovegive.com.
*Oakland Presbyterian Church will be one of 49 churches ringing our bells 49
times on June 12- one toll for every life lost the night of the Pulse attack.
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New Sermon Series starts in June: Making A Difference
Pastor Bob will begin a new sermon series on Sunday, June 11th that will last through the end of July.
Join us for the following messages in June:
• June 11- Joseph: Finding Ways to Serve Wherever You May Be
Genesis 39:1-6a; 41:25-40, 46-49
• June 18- Jochabed, Shiprah, and Puah: Save the Children!
Exodus 1:1-2:10
• June 25- Rahab: God Can Use Anyone
Joshua 2:1-21
S.T.A.R.S. of West Orange is in Need of the Following Supplies:

Elementary

Middle

12 pre-sharpened #2 pencils
1 box 24-count Crayola crayons
3 folders - 3 prongs/2pockets
2 glue sticks
1 pair Fiskars brand scissors
1 rectangular pink eraser
1 box colored pencils
1 pack wide-ruled loose leaf paper
1 plastic ruler with inches/cm
1 plastic pencil box

12 pre-sharpened #2 pencils
1 pack blue/black ballpoint pens
1 standard calculator
1 pack wide-ruled paper
1 pack tabbed dividers
1 box colored pencils
2 spiral notebooks
1 yellow highlighter
1 2-inch 3-ring binder
1 pack 3x5 index cards

*ALL grades need backpacks - no wheels, please

High School
12 pre-sharpened #2 pencils
1 pk blue/black ballpoint pens
1 pack tabbed dividers
1 pack college-ruled paper
1 pack 3x5 index cards
1 box fine-point Sharpies
1 2-inch 3-ring binder
1 yellow highlighter
2 college-ruled spiral notebooks
1 USB thumb drive
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Sympathy to the Litteral Family
Our sympathy goes to the Litteral
family on the loss of Libby Litteral. Libby
JUNE /
passed away on May 29th. She was 97
years old. Plans for her celebration of life 2010
service will be announced as they develop.

2 The
JULY
2 The

Looking Ahead - July
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 2 - 4th of July BBQ following 11:00 am worship service
July 8 - PW Brunch, 9:30 am - 11:30 am
July 9 - Communion
July 10-14 - Vacation Bible School, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
July 17-21 - LEGO Camp, all day
July 24-28 - Music Camp, all day
“We realize the importance of light when we see darkness.”
- Malala Yousafzai

LY
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
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Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
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Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Pentecost Luncheon

12p - Hope Group
5:30p - Staff Meeting

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts

12p - Hope Group
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Scouts District Mtg
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Bunco

DAY OF PENTECOST

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

11 - COMMUNION

12

13

14

15

16

17

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service
12p - Lego Camp setup

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Camera Club

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Uno’s Winter Garden
12p - Hope Group
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Scouts District Mtg
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella
7p - Session
LEGO CAMP 8-5
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group
Lego Camp clean up

TRINITY SUNDAY

LEGO CAMP 8-5

LEGO CAMP 8-5
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

LEGO CAMP 8-5
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

LEGO CAMP 8-5

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

12p - Hope Group

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

12p - Hope Group
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
4p - Marie Mahn Memorial
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group
3p - Betty Jones Memorial

27
7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts
SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

28
12p - Hope Group
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

29
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella

30
12p - Hope Group

FATHER’S DAY
25
8:45a - Contemporary Svc
9:45a - Sunday School
11a - Traditional Service

26
12p - Hope Group

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

SUMMER SHORTS 8-3

