April 2017

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUPPER PRESENTS: LADIES’ NIGHT
All women of the church are invited to attend
the monthly Men’s Fellowship Supper for our annual
“Ladies’ Night” event. Join us for dinner and music on
Tuesday, April 18th at 6:30 pm.
This year, we will be entertained by Rare Blend
Quartet, a local a capella choral group (of which our own
Shannon Elswick is a member). Don Hickman will be our
chef for the evening.
If you would like to attend, please let us know in
advance so that we can prepare enough food for all of
our guests. You can RSVP via email
(welcome@oaklandpres.org) or telephone (407-6564452).

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15th
10:00 am
Playground/CLC
All of our church families and preschool
friends are invited.
Be sure to get here on time!
The eggs go quickly!

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 9th - Palm Sunday
8:45 and 11:00 am worship services
Children’s Choir will sing during our 11:00 service
Thursday, April 13th - Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service
7:30 pm Worship service with Communion
Sunday, April 16th - Easter Sunday
7:00 am Sunrise Service at The Anointed Ground Church
8:45 and 11:00 am worship services at Oakland Presbyterian

2 The Oakleaf

APRIL 2017

Renowned speaker featured on Sunday, April 30th
Are you aware that Florida is an epicenter of human trafficking? Would it shock you to learn that
children - some as young as 12 years old - are a leading target for exploitation?
Focusing a spotlight on this modern-day evil and helping its victims to recovery is the life’s mission of Jill Bolander Cohen, the Founder/Executive Director of the Lifeboat Project, Inc. Known as a dynamic speaker, Cohen will join us to share her insights on this heart-rending issue on Sunday, April 30th,
at 12:30 pm in the Oakland Presbyterian Church Christian Life Center. Come for lunch and an informative, thought-provoking talk.
Cohen founded the Lifeboat Project with the aim of restoring hope and dignity to victims of human trafficking. Typically, these victims are girls or young women, alienated from their families or in the
foster care system, who are forced into prostitution or slave labor. The non-profit organization provides
a temporary safe haven and an unprecedented one- to four-year program that promotes healing and
empowerment through individual and group counseling, life and career skills, job placement internships, and other therapies.
Recognizing the magnitude of the challenge, in 2013, Cohen teamed with local law enforcement
to co-found The Greater Orlando Task Force, a network of government and non-government agencies
that work together under Department of Justice guidelines to identify and aid human-trafficking victims.
Cohen currently serves as its Vice-President.
Among her many activities and honors, Cohen is the Presbyterian Women Chair of Justice and
Peace with the Synod of South Atlantic and sits on the Central Florida Presbytery Immigration Task
Force. She has been a Presbyterian Church USA delegate to the Commission on the Status of Women at
the United Nations and has attended Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C., lobbying the Violence Against Women Act and related legislation.
ALL men, women, members, and friends of the church are invited to attend this luncheon. However, due to the sensitive subject matter, child care will be provided for our younger guests.
Please email Kelly Parker at parkerrn@earthlink.net if you would like to attend, providing the number of
people who will be in your party, as well as the number of children, if any, for whom you will need child
care. We hope you can all attend!

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
We will be receiving OGHS offerings on Palm
Sunday and Easter Sunday. Giving envelopes and informational flyers will be
handed out with the bulletins before each
worship service those two Sundays. A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the PCUSA to share
God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.
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SESSION NEWS

From the Pastor
Some of you know that I recently got hearing aids. These little devices
help a lot. I am hearing things I haven’t
heard for years, like birds chirping and
the turn signal in my car!
But like most things in life, there are adjustments
that have to be made as we get acquainted with new situations. Even though my audiologist explained how
these hearing aids work, I decided to read the owner’s
manual. And in so doing, I learned some things that were
not explained to me.
This made me think that even if people come to
church every Sunday and listen to my messages from the
pulpit, folks still need to “read the manual!” I’m talking
about the Bible, of course. Preachers and Sunday School
teachers can’t possibly cover all the material found in the
Bible, so those who love and follow Jesus need to do
some work on their own to fill in the gaps, so to speak.
As you read the Bible on your own, you may discover things that have never been mentioned in sermons
(or that were covered that one week you missed). Although we all like to have things explained by an “expert,”
there is simply no substitute for reading the manual
yourself.
So pick up your Bible and get to work!

At the most recent meeting of Session, our
elders took the following actions:
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Approved another section of the OPC
Operations Manual.
Received the Financial Report from the
Church Treasurer.
Heard a report from the Property Committee that renovations to various areas
of our campus are proceeding.
Received the Christian Education Committee report that the CE committee is
discussing the formation of the CE Leadership Team.
Learned from our Preschool Board that
the Oakland Presbyterian Preschool is at
capacity for the current school year, and
registration is filling up for next school
year.
Approved several requests for use of the
building.
Installed Nancy Reid as an Elder, Class of
2018.
Closed with prayer for many of our
church members and their relatives.

With warm regards,
Pastor Bob
P.S. Just because I now have hearing aids, that
doesn’t mean I’m hearing complaints any better!

2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
2017 Operating Budget: $477,227
2017 Giving/Income (Jan-Feb): $74,950
2017 Expenses (Jan-Feb):
$60,415
Difference:
$14,535

So far this year, our income has exceeded our expenses. God is good! Thank
you for your commitment and generosity to our church!
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April showers bring May flowers!
The Preschoolers only like rain at night while
we’re sleeping so we don’t miss out on any outdoor
time! We love our playground time, although we are
very lucky to have our beautiful CLC space to play in
when there is inclement weather!
Speaking of outdoor play, our annual Trike-aThon for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital was great fun for a wonderful cause. We were very successful and raised $2,353 for the children! A big shout out of thanks to all our participants, teachers, and
assistants who made this fundraiser a success. The popsicles and bottles of cold water after our efforts
were very refreshing. THANK YOU!!
We continue to register children for our upcoming Summer Shorts program during the month of
June. Space is limited, so please do not delay! This will be our second year of Summer Shorts, June 6th
through 29th, a four week program on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30am until noon, or
until 3:00 pm. This summer program is open to church members, OPP graduates, and current students
through 5th grade.
Registration for the 2017-18 school year is underway for children from the ages of two through
four. We have two VPK classes - the free program sponsored by the state of Florida for children who
turn four by September 1, 2017. Space is very limited!
Have a wonderful April!
Preschool Director,
Laurie Templin

Scholarship Winner is Announced
Through the generosity of some of our
members, Oakland Presbyterian Church offers a
needs and merit-based full scholarship to local
graduating high school seniors.
This year, our Scholarship Committee selected Justin Huffaker of Orlando as our winner.
Justin will graduate from West Orange High School
at the end of this school year, and will be attending the University of Florida in the fall. He will be
seeking a degree in Digital Arts and Media.
Justin has a GPA of 4.0 and is a member of
the National Honor Society. He also takes piano lessons and volunteers at several local charities, including the Second Harvest Food Bank and the Mu Alpha Theta Club. We are impressed by this young
man, and we believe he will do great things.
Congratulations to Justin, who is pictured here with his mother, Rosa Villicana, and Pastor Bob.
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Youth News

Children’s Sunday School

All youth in grades 6 through 12 are invited
to the following activities this month.

During the Sunday School hour on April 16th, all
the children are invited to join Ms. Tiffany in the CLC
for a special Easter activity.
In the month of April, the children will participate in the following lessons:
• April 2: The Last Supper - Jesus teaches us how to
live.
• April 9: Holy Week - Jesus’ life is filled with joy and
sadness
• April 16: Special Easter activity
• April 23: The Road to Emmaus - Open your eyes:
Jesus is here!
• April 30: The Holy Spirit - The Holy Spirit helps us
tell others about Jesus

•

April 9 - At 12:00 pm, we will gather in
the Youth room for pizza and an Easter
movie. After the movie, we will have
some time for discussion and ice cream.

•

April 23 - Sunday Funday bowling trip.
We will meet at noon, grab some lunch,
and then head to Winter Garden Bowl
for bowling.

Eagle Scout Project Completed for the Church
Scotty Wilburn’s Eagle Scout project added
more sidewalk area to our campus near the picnic
pavilion. This addition will enable the children in
our Preschool to ride their bikes in complete
loops. Thanks, Scotty!

All of our church friends and members are invited to join
our next LEGO Club meeting. The Oakland Presbyterian
Lego Users Group (OPLUG) meets the first Sunday of every
month. We will see you on Sunday, April 2nd, at 2:00 pm
in the Christian Life Center. The Group is free to attend
and is open to all ages!
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Ladies’ Lunch Out
The monthly ladies’ luncheon will be held on Wednesday, April 12th
at 11:30 am at Bates New England Seafood and Steakhouse in Ocoee, located
at 9467 West Colonial Drive. All women of the church are invited to join us.
If you plan to attend this month, please let Joyce Mullins know by contacting
her at 407-963-8543.

The talented children and teens of the Young Christian Musicians Band, led
by Amy Duncan, will be participating in worship with us on Sunday, April 30th. We
look forward to welcoming their families and friends at our 11:00 worship service.
The YCM Band program is a ministry; there are no charges for instruction.
The kids have been rehearsing hard all year and are eager to share their music with
us!

Stitched with Love Sewing Ministry
Join us at one of our sewing meetings! We enjoy each
other’s company as we work on mission projects. All skill
levels are welcome.
•
•
•

04/03 - 10:00 am - 11:30 am
“Yarn Works” knitting group
04/17 - 9:30 am - 11:30 am
All sewing styles welcome
04/24 - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
All sewing styles welcome, bring lunch
We meet in the Fellowship Hall.
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Mother’s Day Baskets

Session Planning Retreat
All the Elders on Session are
reminded of this year’s Planning Retreat set for Saturday, April 29, from
9:00 am until 12:00 pm in the CLC.
This is a time for us to review
our congregation life and set some
goals for the next 12 months or so.
Please read the two articles Pastor Bob
handed out earlier - “The Challenges
Facing Campbell’s Soup” and “The
Stages of Life for Congregations.”

Every year, Oakland Presbyterian Church puts together gift
baskets that we deliver to Florida Hospital. The children who
are hospitalized there are able to pick a basket and give it to
their mothers on Mother’s Day. This is a wonderful day for all
involved, and it brings much joy to the mothers who are
spending all of their time worrying over their children in the
hospital. Volunteers will be needed on May 5th and 6th to
help assemble the baskets. We meet in the sanctuary and
work together to create these beautiful gifts. If you would like
to volunteer, please contact Al and Pam Passwater at 407347-7950.

The
The
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JUNE / JULY 2010

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Saturday, April 8, 2017 -

3rd Annual Celebration Among the Oaks in Oakland, FL
11:00 am - 2:00 pm, Town Meeting Hall
Meet the Easter Bunny (11:00 am - 12:00 pm and 12:15 - 1:15 pm)
Easter Egg Hunt, 12:00 pm
Live Music, Petting Zoo, Balloon and Tattoo Artist, $1 Train Rides
Food Trucks!

April 8 - 9, 2017:

Spring Fever in the Garden
presented by the Winter Garden Bloom and Grow Garden Society
Saturday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm; Sunday - 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Vendors will be selling flowers, plants, garden, nature, and wildlife art.
Live entertainment and many food vendors, Kidzone
“Chalkin It Up” Sidewalk Art Contest, Saturday only
Visit www.springfeveringarden.com for more information
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Looking Ahead - May
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

May 5 and 6 - Mother’s Day basket project work days
May 7 - Children’s Choirs sing at both worship services
May 7 - Blessing of Mother’s Day Baskets during worship
May 12 - YCM Band Spring Concert, 7 pm, Sanctuary
May 14 - Mother’s Day
May 21 - Graduating High School Seniors recognition during worship
May 29 - Memorial Day *church office is closed
May 31 - Last day of school for Orange County and our Preschool
May 31 - Preschool Graduation Ceremony, 6:00 pm *Everyone in our church family is invited to
attend!

The
2
Dates:
Ages:
Cost:
Contact:
Register:

JUNE / JULY 2010
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 10-14, 5:30 - 8:30 pm
Pre-K - 5th grade
$10 per child, not due until the first evening of camp
Tiffany Goggans
tiffany@oaklandpres.org - 407-656-4452
cokesburyvbs.com/oaklandpres

This year’s VBS theme is “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in
God!” All children in our community are invited to join us for a funfilled week. Please visit the link above to register your child or to sign up as a volunteer. We can’t wait to
spend the week discovering our strength in God with our friends!
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian. You’re always welcome to worship with us Sunday mornings.
Early Service: 8:45 am * Traditional Service: 11:00 am * Sunday School: 9:45 am
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201 * Web: www.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
Church Staff
Pastor * Dr. Robert P. Hines, Jr.
Preschool Director * Laurie Templin
Property Manager * Dan Bray
Director of Children’s Choirs * Bonnie Litteral

Director of Christian Education * Tiffany Goggans
Admin. Assistant * Stacey Gillespie
Praise Team Leader * Daphne Miller

Business Manager * Alecia Spence
Director of Music * Michael Shortal
Organist * Diane Flagler
Treasurer * Derek Blakeslee

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9a - Sanctuary Choir
12p - Hope Group

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
11a - Traditional Service
12:15p - CE Committee
2p - LEGO Club
3p - Girl Scouts

10a - Yarn Works
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - S. Lake A Capella

12p - Hope Group

9a - Sanctuary Choir
12p - Hope Group
2p - Cubs Pinewood Derby
6::30p - Bunco

9 - One Great Hour of Sharing

10

11

12

13 - COMMUNION

14 - Church office closed

15

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
11a - Traditional Service
Children’s Choirs Sing at
11:00 Worship Service

10:30a - Women’s Bible
Study
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts
7p - Preschool Board Mtg
7p - Digital Task Force

11:30a - Ladies’ Lunch Out
12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Scouts District Mtg
7:30p - Tenebrae Worship
Service

12p - Hope Group

9a - Cub Master Training
10a - Easter Egg Hunt
12p - Hope Group

PALM SUNDAY

MAUNDY THURSDAY

GOOD FRIDAY

16 - One Great Hour of Sharing

17

18

19

20

21

22

7a - Sunrise Service at
Anointed Ground Church
8:45a - Contemporary Svc
11a - Traditional Service

9:30a - Sewing Group
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts
7p - Camera Club
7p - Women’s Bible Study

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
6:30p - Men’s Dinner
7p - Boy Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6p - Scouts District Mtg
6:30p - Mah Jongg
7p - Session
7p - S. Lake A Capella

12p - Hope Group

12p - Hope Group

EASTER

EARTH DAY

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

8:45a - Contemporary Svc
11a - Traditional Service
Preschool children sing at
11:00 worship service

10a - Sewing Group
12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Cub Scouts
7p- Deacons Mtg

7a - Men’s Prayer Breakfast
12p - Hope Group
5:15p - Bells
7p - Boy Scouts

12p - Hope Group
12:15p - YCM Band
5:30p - Dinner
6p - Children’s Choir
7:30p - Sanctuary Choir

12p - Hope Group
6:30p - Mah Jongg
6:30p - Cub Scouts Committee Meeting
7p - S. Lake A Capella

12p - Hope Group

9a - Elder Retreat
12p - Hope Group

30 - YCM Band Day
8:45a - Contemporary Svc
11a - Traditional Service
12:30p - PW Luncheon

