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For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given,
and the government will be upon His shoulders.

IMPORTANT DATES

•

Installation Service
•

•

Mighty God,

•

Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

December 5
Children’s Sing

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Everlasting Father,

December 5

December 8
Christmas Pageant

December 13
Pledge Cards (Due)

•

December 24
Christmas Eve Service

From the Pastor

How To Have A Great
Advent This Year

Jan-November 2021
Contributions:
$ 321,286

Jan-October 2021
Expenses:

$317,757

Balance:

$4,199

Welcome to Advent,
2021! Obviously, the
weeks leading up to
Christmas Day are a big
deal in our culture; and
there’s a ton of things
to do. If you are a
Christian, though, this
season can get so busy
and hectic that we miss
a golden opportunity to
connect with God and
deepen our faith.
Advent was added to the Christian Year to give us an annual
time to reflect on the coming of Jesus long ago in
Bethlehem, and his promised return when he brings God’s
plan for salvation to completion.
So, here are some tips for making this year’s Advent a
blessing for you and others…
Put Time With God in Your Advent Calendar

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760
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For over a century, Advent Calendars have been used to
mark each day of December and build up anticipation for
the Big Day - Christmas Day! Use a daily devotional
reading to create an Advent Calendar to build up
anticipation for the coming of Christ. Divide one of the
gospels into 25 readings; try the Our Daily Bread daily
devotional with scripture, reflection, and prayer focus; or,
choose a customized devotional plan at Bible.com.

Purchase a Gift for Jesus
You may have a list of all the people you want to buy a gift
for Christmas, but have you put Jesus on the list? As he says
in Matthew 25:40, when you offer care and compassion to
the least of these, you are contributing to him and his work.
Set your gift budget this year to include a contribution to
the church, to a local nonprofit, or to a world relief fund.
This Sunday, top by the OPC Deacons Star Board and
contribute a $25 gift card to Publix, Wal-Mart, or Target.

Encouragement Stocking Stuffers
In our family, Christmas stockings are stuffed with small,
inexpensive items; but they are a highlight of Christmas
morning because it’s fun to get a lot of gifts at once! If there’s
something people can’t get enough of, it’s the gift of
encouragement. This year, choose a few people you think could
use some building up and send small notes, text messages, or
emails letting them know how much you appreciate them.
Recruit other people to join you as you stuff some important
people full of support!

Plan Strategic Holiday Gatherings
Decembers tend to give way to social events as people take time
for celebrations at home, at work, and in the larger community.
Plan a fun way to include people you know who do not have a
church home or aren’t Christian in a positive, creative gathering.
Host a holiday open house for your neighborhood, reserve a big
seating area for a holiday parade or light show, or organize a
white elephant gift exchange. These events can deepen
relationships and open doors for sharing the Christ that is in
you.

Invite Someone To Join You for Christmas Eve at OPC!
Christmas is one of the times when people are more open to
attending Church, so invite someone to OPC’s Christmas Eve
service at 6 pm on December 24. It will have favorite carols and
hymns, a positive message, candlelight and singing “Silent
Night”, communion, and a warm and joyful atmosphere for all
ages! Make sure to invite your guest to sit with you, and come
early to save them a good seat.

December
Sermons
FOCUS:
the spiritual importance of the
places in the story of Jesus’
Birth
Series - “Location, Location,
Location”

November 28 Luke 1:26
Nazareth
December 5
Luke 2:8
Field outside of Bethlehem
December 12
Matthew 2:5-6
Bethlehem
December 19
Matthew 2:1-2
The East

I’m looking forward to sharing this first Christmas season with
you, my new church family!

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Craig
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin

The Preschool children and their
families have shown enormous
generosity in sharing non-perishable
food items in our shopping cart
collection for the Christian Service
Center.

MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST Tuesday 7am
Sewing Group
Monday 9:30am
PW Bible Study
2nd Monday
9:30AM

We filled eleven carts to overflowing
from the first Monday in November
until we left for Thanksgiving Break on Friday the 19th, probably 400
pounds of food! We greatly appreciate the huge hearts and kindness
of the families in sharing their blessings with those who are less
fortunate.
The Preschool children love December, and all the wonderful magic
of this blessed season! We start the month with our festive
Christmas party on Monday December 6th. The children are filled
with excitement and anticipation for this favorite event. We are very
hopeful that Buddy the Elf will visit during the party, just as he did
last year! Mr. Cecil Ramsey will capture wonderful Christmas photos
of each child as a delightful Christmas gift for their parents.
In our weekly Chapel time with Ms. Tiffany Goggans the children will
learn about Mary and Joseph and the wonder of our Savior Jesus’
birth. Each classroom has a Nativity set to enjoy and manipulate, reenacting the journey to Bethlehem and the joyful drama of the
people, animals and angels present.
Joyful, joyful December! We want to wish all our friends a very Merry
Christmas and a happy, healthy, blessed New Year of 2022!!! Our
last day of school for the calendar year will be Friday December
17th. We return to school on Tuesday January 4, 2022.
Thank you for all your prayers and support for the Preschool
children, their families and the teachers.
May our hearts be full of great joy!
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From the Director of Christian Education

OWL:
Our regular OWL activities will return on January
5th. Dinner is at 5:30 in the fellowship hall followed
by recreation, children's choir rehearsals, and faith
formation. Pick up is at 7:30 pm in Fellowship
hall.

Adult
Sunday School
Adult Sunday School classes
are starting to meet in person
as well as on Zoom. If you’d
like to join a class, here’s
where you can find them on
Sunday mornings from 9:45 10:45 am:
Adult Volunteers Needed

Nursery:
God has blessed our church with new babies over the past year. We
need folks to help hold and care for those babies while their parents are
in worship and classes on Sunday mornings. If you are interested or
know of anyone who might be interested in working in the nursery on
Sunday mornings please contact Tiffany.

Sunday School:
If you are looking for ways to grow deeper in your faith, we have some
great classes being offered on Sunday mornings. For adults we have
The Band of Brothers Class in the Parlor, The Forum Class in room 102,
and the Women of Faith Class in room 107. The children's Sunday
School class is in room 105. If you would like more information on our
Sunday School classes, please contact Tiffany.

Christian Education Committee is looking for adult
volunteers for October while
the Director of Christian Education is on maternity
leave
Band of Brothers - Parlor
Forum Class - back in their
own classroom, Room 102 on
the left as you enter the Fellowship Hall from the lobby
Women of Faith Blue Room

Advent Devotions:
Advent is a great time for families to gather together and study God's
word. We have a couple of Advent devotions for families to use to help
guide them in study during this season.
In the narthex, there is a printed Advent devotion book called "For us, A
Child is Born." This weekly devotion uses the advent wreath, Bible
stories, and questions to help families journey through this season.
D365.org is a daily online devotion that can be used individually or as a
family. They currently have a series called "Following the Star." This
series follows the common liturgical season of Advent, running from the
end of November through the beginning of January.
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Session News
At their November meeting, the Session took the
following actions:
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•

Session elected Jenny Martin as Session
representative for the Congregational
Nominating Committee. Bruce Graebner and
Judith Ramsey were elected as
Commissioners for the 12/7/21 Presbytery
Meeting.

•

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Derek
Blakeslee who stated that our income has
exceeded our expenses for the year ($4,199).

•

Pastor Sumey gave an update on the COVID
statistics for Orange County. Although new
cases have decreased significantly, there has
been an increase in the fatality rate over the past two weeks. Session agreed that the church will
continue its current practices for worship services with one exception. The attendance recording in
the narthex will be discontinued and the connect cards will be placed in the pews. Congregants will
be encouraged to fill out the cards or use the QR codes in the pews to record attendance.

•

The Fellowship Committee was given by Roseanna Koppinger. The Veteran’s Day pot luck was a
success. A reception will be held to celebrate Pastor Sumey’s installation on December 5, 2021. We
are encouraging OPC members to meet at the Oakland City Hall as part of the Christmas
celebration.

•

The Worship Committee report was given by Shannon Elswick. There will be a single service on
Christmas Eve at 6pm.

•

The Pastor’s report was given by Pastor Sumey. The 28 Days of Prayer received such positive
feedback that the program has been expanded to an email Prayer Ministry.

•

The Pre-School report was given by Jenny Martin. The Pre-School is doing very well and still has
room for 2 and 4-year olds for next year.

From the Director of Music

Handbell Choir!
We're looking for ringers to join the handbells
starting January 5, 2022 at 6:30pm. If you are
interested (even if you've never played bells
before but you know how to read music),
contact Jeremy - jeremy@oaklandpres.org or
call 909-206-3954. If you have other musical
talents and wish to be involved, please
contact Jeremy and let's get you connected!

Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion at home to members
who are not able to be with us because they are homebound, or in assisted living or hospital. If you or someone you love desires communion at
home, please call the church office by Wednesday after the first Sunday of
the month so that you can be scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at
home.
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Let’s Meet Up At These Upcoming OPC “About Town” Events
Town of Oakland’s Santa’s Lane
Event
Saturday , December 4
200 Tubb Street
meet at the Healthy West Orange Arts
& Heritage Center at 4 pm for a group
picture

A Merry Winter Garden Light Show
At City Hall - Sunday, December 12 at 6pm
Meet up at City Hall to enjoy the projected
light show on the front of the building, designed by OPC’s own Ian McDaniel

Join Us For Christmas Eve Service
6PM In The Main Sanctuary

STARS of West Orange is looking for volunteers to wrap presents at the West Oaks Mall.
Volunteers are needed Friday evening s, Saturdays and Sundays starting Dec.11th and then
the whole week leading up to Christmas.
For more information go to supportstars.org and click on the link “volunteer”

