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It is our belief that Mission Haven is one of the few remaining “furlough
homes” still supported and operated by Presbyterian Women. Mission Haven runs on donations from Presbyterian Women in the Synods of South
Atlantic and Living Waters.
In 1955, The Mission Haven Board established the Clothes Closet with Decatur Presbyterian Church serving as sponsor. The purpose was to provide
suitable and seasonable clothing for missionaries during their stay in the
States.
A portion of the money that is raised during the annual Ladies’ tea helps
support the Mission Haven work. Mission Haven has put out a request for
an immediate need for men's winter coats and men's jeans. Several African ministers are studying at the seminary this year, and we are their
source for warm clothing. If you have new or gently used jeans or coats let
PW know. We will ship them to Mission Haven. You can also donate on
their website: https://www.missionhaven.net/donate-now
Keep Mission Haven in mind this holiday season. When you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your
choice. Please choose "Mission Haven Incorporated" as your charitable
organization.

IMPORTANT DATES

•

November 14
Shoebox return

•

November 14
Veteran’s Day Potluck

From the Pastor
Hi all!
Every Christian has
a lifeline they can
go to anywhere, at
any time, and
under any
circumstance.
That lifeline is
prayer.
Jan-October 2021
Contributions:
$ 287,511

Jan-Sept 2021
Expenses:

$279,796

Balance:

$8,085

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760
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Some Christians
I’ve met tell me
they believe their
prayers should be
regularly
scheduled, follow a
certain formula,
and contain ‘prayer
language’ that has
been used for centuries. They’re not wrong.
Other Christians I’ve met tell me they believe their prayers
should be spontaneous, from the heart, and in their own
words even if tentative or informal. They’re not wrong,
either.
Prayer is simply an open line of communication with God,
the Creator of the Universe. It is made open, and kept open,
by Jesus through the promise we have of communion with
him as God’s Son and Our Savior. It is inspired and brought
to the forefront of our minds by the constant presence of
the Holy Spirit. This means God is fully invested in making
sure you and I are able to pray!
And like all forms of communication, prayer can take many
forms and adapt to whatever situation we are in. In the
morning when we wake; in the nighttime when we go to
bed; in worship or in the car; on our knees or on our feet as
we take a walk or run; whenever things are going smoothly
and whenever they most definitely are not.

November
Sermons
God created prayer because of a deep desire to love us, and be
loved by us. Love requires connection, give and take, and trust
that you can be heard whenever you need to be. No one does
this better than God does. And a lot of effort is invested in
helping us grow so prayer becomes just as natural a part of life
as breathing and eating.
For sure, as with most of God’s good gifts, we have made a habit
of taking prayer for granted, neglecting it, abusing it, or, worst of
all, forgetting about it completely. But God never hangs up or
un-follows us; and prayer is the way he can bring us back.
So, this month at worship at OPC - both in-person and online
via Facebook Live - we’ll take some time to learn about prayer,
using the New Testament’s most prolific writer, the Apostle Paul,
as our teacher. Paul understood prayer intimately and wrote
about it in all his letters. We’ll look at four of those letters Romans, Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon- to learn what
prayer is all about and how to use this lifeline more fully in our
lives.
It will be “27 Days of Prayer,” and if you receive weekly email
updates from the church or follow OPC on its Twitter, Facebook
or Instagram pages you will get a daily prayer prompt to fully
immerse yourself in prayer throughout November, up to the
first Sunday of Advent.
Life is held together by prayer! Let’s spend this month getting
reconnected to prayer’s awesome, life-giving power!

FOCUS:
Life is held together by prayer.
Churches are too. But many
Christians don’t know what a
prayer life really looks like. The
Apostle Paul will be our guide,
and we’ll have some exercises
to implement prayer into our
daily lives.
Series - “27 Days of Prayer”
October 31 Romans 15:5-6,13
Paul’s Prayer for the Romans
November 7
Ephesians 1:15-19
Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians
November 14
Philippians 1:9-11
Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians
November 21
Philemon 4-10
Paul’s Prayer for Philemon

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Craig
Join Me For A New Message Series - Starting October 31: “27
Days of Prayer”
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin

It’s November!!
We are so very blessed all
throughout the year! We thank all
our Preschool Parents for
sharing the joy of their children
with us.
MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST IS
BACK!
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast Will
Resume In Person
Here In The
Fellowship Hall
7AM

This month the Preschool will
have the grocery shopping cart stationed on our car line
each day to collect non-perishable food items for the
Christian Service Center food pantry. We hope to match
or exceed the nine shopping carts we filled last school
year! Tremendous outpouring of generosity!
This month the children we will share our traditional
Thanksgiving Feast pizza lunch at the Preschool, as we
learn about giving thanks for all our many blessings.
We also incorporate our good manners, which we have
been learning about in our classes. The annual feast will
take place on Thursday, November 18th .
The Preschool will be closed Monday November 22nd
through Friday November 26th . When we return
Christmas will truly be in our hearts and minds!
Thank you for being a blessing to the Preschool!
Blessed Thanksgiving to all!
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From the Director of Music

Adult
Sunday School

Hey all!
This is Jeremy, your new music director at
Oakland Pres! I'm so excited to be here and am
looking forward to getting to know you
better. This is just a short message to say that
we want YOU to be involved in some way at
Oakland Pres - and one of those ways is with
the MUSIC. If I had it my way,
I would have EVERYONE involved in some way currently we have the choir, handbells, and praise
team, but I'm open to starting new groups if we
have players like a string ensemble / brass
ensemble / drum corps even- I don't care, as
long as we're making music together for Jesus (maybe even a joyful noise)!
Many academic studies have shown the benefits of being involved in
musical ensembles not just in developing years, but throughout all stages of
life!
THE CHOIR rehearses every Wednesday at 7:30pm. If you are able to sing
along during the hymns at church, you can join the choir right away- you
don't even need to know how to read music! I also dare to challenge anyone
who has been told they "can't sing" or are "tone-deaf" - I would like to show
you that you are not tone deaf. You only need three things: a voice that can
speak, a willingness to learn and some determination and you CAN learn to
sing!

Adult Sunday School classes
are starting to meet in person
as well as on Zoom. If you’d
like to join a class, here’s
where you can find them on
Sunday mornings from 9:45 10:45 am:
Adult Volunteers Needed

Christian Education Committee is looking for adult
volunteers for October while
the Director of Christian Education is on maternity
leave
Band of Brothers - Parlor
Forum Class - back in their
own classroom, Room 102 on
the left as you enter the Fellowship Hall from the lobby
Women of Faith Blue Room

THE PRAISE TEAM could use all instruments - but especially guitar players,
drummers, even pianists/keyboard players. If you are one that can read
music, we are also looking to start up the BELL CHOIR again and need more
players!
Please contact me if you would like to be involved or have any questionsjeremy@oaklandpres.org

From the Director of Children’s Choir
CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS, ANGELS , NARRATORS, ANIMALS, WISE MEN AND
THE HOLY FAMILY!!!
WHAT: Annual Christmas pageant
WHO: All children, church members or not, ages 3(potty trained) through fifth
grade
WHEN: Wednesdays, beginning Oct. 13

5:30-7:30

PAGEANT DATE: Wednesday, Dec. 8
We hope your children will join us each week as we prepare our pageant!
Bonnie Litteral
Bblitteral@aol.com
407-466-7554
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Session News
At their October meeting, the Session took the
following actions:
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•

Al Passwater was nominated and elected for a
one-year term as Clerk of Session. Sara
DuChene will serve as the Assistant Clerk for
the new year.

•

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Derek
Blakeslee who stated that our income has
exceeded our expenses for the year ($8,085).

•

Pastor Sumey gave an update on the COVID
statistics for Orange County. Although new
cases have decreased significantly, there has
been an increase in the fatality rate over the
past two weeks. Session agreed that the
church will continue its current practices for worship services with one exception. The attendance
recording in the narthex will be discontinued and the connect cards will be placed in the pews.
Congregants will be encouraged to fill out the cards or use the QR codes in the pews to record
attendance.

•

The Fellowship Committee was given by Roseanna Koppinger. A potluck lunch is planned for
November 14 after the 11 am service. Local first responders will be invited.

•

The Christian Education Committee report was given by Jason Kwong. Laurie Hallock has resigned
her responsibilities associated with the LEGO ministry since her family will be moving out of the
area. Session discussed the future of the program and agreed there is no one from the church with
the experience needed to continue the program.

•

The Outreach report was given by Jennifer Hunt. There will be a booth for the church at the Winter
Garden “Spring Fever in the Garden” festival the first weekend in April.

•

The Deacons have been responsible for Fellowship Hour following the 11 am service which was
discontinued due to COVID concerns. A motion was made and passed to resume Fellowship Hour
after the 11 am service starting January 2, 2022

MISSION COMMITTEE
The Mission Committee is responsible for implementing our church’s programs to
support both local and international charities. It has long been a tradition of OPC to
share what God has given us with those in need. There is a wide variety of
organizations we support with the funds you so generously provide with your donations.
Examples are:
1) PC(USA) missionaries in Madagascar. Elizabeth and Dan Turk serve the
residents of that country with programs to improve agricultural practices by
introducing new fruits and vegetables to the country and by supporting local
health services including AIDS prevention and treatment.
2) The local Christian Service Center that provides food and hot meals to needy
residents of West Orange County.
3) Duvall Home which provides training to needy adults to allow them to live
independently.
4) STARS which provides school supplies for needy students in our area.
These are just a few examples of the support we are able to provide thanks to your
generosity. If you are interested in getting involved with the Committee, please contact
Lynn White at lynnwhite326@gmail.com.

Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion at home to members
who are not able to be with us because they are homebound, or in assisted living or hospital. If you or someone you love desires communion at
home, please call the church office by Wednesday after the first Sunday of
the month so that you can be scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at
home.
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The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to
our church!
Worship at 11:00 am in person or online
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org
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