October 1, 2021

The Oakleaf
MEET THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Jeremy Morada is now the Music Director at the Oakland Presbyterian
Church (woohoo!) and is also currently the Music Director at the Forest
Lake Seventh-day Adventist Church in Apopka, FL. He is a Doctorate of
Musical Arts Candidate in Choral Conducting at the University of
Washington (UW), currently working on his dissertation. He has a
beautiful wife, Leonie, an
energetic two-year old son, Zion,
and a baby girl on the way (due
in December)!
Prior to his current position, he
lived in Washington State where
he taught music courses
at Bellevue College (Bellevue,
WA), conducted the sanctuary
church choirs at the North Creek
Presbyterian Church (Millcreek,
WA), Southminister Presbyterian
Church (Des Moines, WA), and
the Everett Indonesian-American
Seventh-day Adventist Church
(Everett, WA), and also taught
the high school choir at Puget
Sound Adventist Academy. From
2005-2014 He taught music fulltime grades 3-12 at Bakersfield Academy, Thunderbird Academy and
Loma Linda Academy - choirs, handbells, bands, classroom music, music
appreciation, P.E., Religion, etc.
Jeremy loves recording (he self-produced a multi-track A cappella album
entitled "Watch Ye Saints" in 2008) singing in numerous ensembles,
serving as a guest clinician for honor choirs around the country, traveling
as a singing evangelist, and composing, arranging and playing tennis.
Since the pandemic, he also has created several virtual choir projects of
several choirs as well as other collaborations. Feel free to search his name
on YouTube to hear his album and latest projects. Most of all, Jeremy
loves making music for Jesus and extends an open invitation for ALL
members to participate in the music at the Oakland Presbyterian church.
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IMPORTANT DATES

•

October 30

Presbyterian Women’s
Annual Tea for Missions

“STORY TIME TEA”
Women of Bible Fashion
Show
Cost: $20
Contact Kelly Parker
407-492-5601

From the Pastor
Hi all!

Jan-Sep 2021
Contributions:
$ 255,034

Jan-Aug 2021
Expenses:

$248,899

Balance:

$6,205

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760
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So far, 2021 has
been The Year of
Change for me - I
don’t know about
you. In the past few
months I’ve changed
my town, state,
climate, home, job,
bank, and church.
Our family has
changed, too. We’ve
gone from all four of
us in the same zip
code to Lynn and I
living two to three
thousand miles away from our kids.

Oh, and I’ve changed from a Chevy pickup to a Ford. OK, some
changes are bigger than others.
Amidst all the newness, I have to remind myself what hasn’t
changed. I’m still married to my best friend and favorite life
companion. I still get to do a job I love to do. Our kids are still
amazing humans making their way in their young lives. I still
have a roof over my head and food in the fridge. I still have a
pickup… and that is VERY important! And I’m still a child of God
and a follower of Jesus. And I believe this won’t change through
the twists and turns of life and the wanderings of my heart. The
place where God can’t find me doesn’t exist. And, yet, I’ve also
noticed that there’s something elusive about God; there’s a
sense that God makes himself a moving target ,and my
assumptions are never quite allowed to concretize before He’s
breaking up the pavement again.

Don’t misunderstand me, I know that my hope in Christ is built on
solid rock where the winds of change do not and cannot prevail
(Matthew 7:24-25). Yet I also notice that following Christ through life
has not always been on a well-known and oft-trodden path. Jesus
has changed direction on me more times than I can count, leading
me into new territory, new challenges, even new troubles. I’ve never
been alone or abandoned, but change seems to be just as much a
part of the life of faith as that which never changes.
So if change and not-change are both facts of life, what guidance
does God Word have for me so I can move forward each day with
confidence? In thinking about this, I was brought to the little-known
and rarely-read prophet named Joel in the latter part of the Old
Testament.
The main subject of Joel’s preaching to Israel is a drought, which
brings a plague of locusts, which leads to a famine because of the
massive destruction of crops and livestock. As a result, everything
about daily life changes - and not for the better. The little book of
prophecies are Joel’s attempt to help his fellow Israelites make
sense of it all.
He focuses on four key understandings: mourning, gathering
together, returning to faith, and finding a new dream. I won’t say
anything more about it (I want you to come to church or tune in
online so we can learn together!), but when I read the book it gave
me great wisdom about unchanging change. I think you’ll find it to
be relevant in your personal life, and also for Oakland Presbyterian
Church as we enter a new chapter together.

October
Sermons
FOCUS:
So much of what we knew has
been shaken in the last year and
a half.
How can Christians find hope and
purpose in an unchanging God in
the midst of such huge changes?

Series Change Unchanging
October 3
Joel 1:8-11
Mourn!
October 10
Joel 2:15-17
Unite!
October 17
Joel 2:12-14
Return!
October 24
Joel 2: 28-32
Dream

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Craig
Join Me For A New Message Series - Starting October 3: “Change
Unchanging”
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin
Tremendous thanks to the
congregation, preschool families
and friends for your support of our
second annual Charleston Wrap
Fundraiser. We raised $1816 in
sales and $750 in personal
donations. Thank you for your
amazing support of the Preschool!
MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST IS
BACK!
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast Will
Resume In Person
Here In The
Fellowship Hall
7AM

This month we are hoping to
receive our long awaited hippos! We
will be dedicating two cement garden hippos on our
playground in honor of our late teacher, Mrs. Sarah Rosenauer.
Ms. Sarah passed away last February due to complications
from Covid 19. Ms. Sarah LOVED hippos! Our two hippos will
always remind of us of our love for Ms. Sarah and all the love
she gave us. We are still collecting online in a college fund for
Ms. Sarah’s two daughters, Emma and Zoey. If you would like
to donate, please visit the Oakland Presbyterian Church
website and give online- an account is set up for this purpose.
We are very blessed to have 69 students enrolled in the
Preschool, all healthy, happy and well! Our teaching staff
welcomes your continued prayers for the team, as well as for
our students and families! Our teachers are Kim, Tara,
Adrienne, Genesis, Morgan, Amanda, Naylani, Carissa, Nayeli,
Nilda, Tammy, Yohan, Cory, Colleen and Megan!
We are planning our Halloween celebration for Wednesday
October 27th . Mr. Cecil Ramsey, our favorite photographer,
will be here to document our fall fun!
We wish
everyone a
very happy
October.
“Autumn is
a time to
play! Let’s
thank God
for every
day!”
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From the Director of Christian Education

Adult
Sunday School
Adult Sunday School classes
are starting to meet in person
as well as on Zoom. If you’d
like to join a class, here’s
where you can find them on
Sunday mornings from 9:45 10:45 am:
Adult Volunteers Needed

Christian Education Committee is looking for adult
volunteers for October while
the Director of Christian Education is on maternity
leave
Band of Brothers - Parlor

Welcome To The OPC Family
Asher Reid Goggans!

Congratulations Tiffany & Israel, and big sister
Charlotte.

Forum Class - back in their
own classroom, Room 102 on
the left as you enter the Fellowship Hall from the lobby
Women of Faith Blue Room

From the Director of Children’s Choir
Both Primary and Junior Choirs are getting ready to lead in worship at
the 11:00am service on Sunday, October 24. We will provide the Introit
and the Anthem. Our choirs have been hard at work learning sign
language and hand bell parts for our pieces, and we are excited to be
singing in person on that day! We hope everyone will come to hear us.
This month, Junior Choir is enjoying the Orff mallet instruments. We
are using Bible verses as our text, and composing our own pieces. We
are also discussing what parts we would like in the Christmas pageant.

Primary Choir is learning some songs about the parables of Jesus, as we
use puppets, balls, desk bells, scarves, rhythm instruments and
boomwhackers to sing God’s praise.
Children’s Choirs meet every Wednesday from 5:30-7:30 pm in
conjunction with Faith Formation classes, recreation and dinner, as part
of the Oakland Wednesdays Live (OWL) program, for children ages 3Grade 5.
We are always looking for new members! Come join us!
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Session News
At their September meeting, the Session
took the following actions:
•

•

•

•

•
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The Treasurer’s Report was given by
Derek Blakeslee who stated that our
income has exceeded our expenses for
the year (6,205).
The Property Committee report was given
by Phil Leopold. He introduced Don
Wingate who has been dealing with the
City of Oakland on the proposal to sell the
easement on the east side of the church
property.
The Outreach Committee report was given
by Jennifer Hunt. OPC will have a booth at
the Oakland Nature Preserve Open House from 10am to 2 pm on September 25.
The Admin/Stewardship report was given by Lee Lombardy. She reported that Jim
Gordon is retiring as Property Manager at the end of 2021. The committee will be
meeting to discuss plans for securing a replacement. The new Music Director, Jeremy
Morada, is now working with the choir and Praise Team.
Pastor Sumey discussed the status of COVID infections in Orange County. According to
county officials, it appears the number of new infections has peaked. Session discussed
the current requirements for our worship services and it was determined that no
changes are required. It is up to each group using our facilities to determine its
protocols.

“Story Time Tea”

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Tea for Missions
Women of the Bible Fashion Show
Raffle benefits selected missions
$20.00 per person (non-refundable)

Saturday October 30, 2021
2pm - 4pm

Contact Kelly Parker 407-492-5601

flparker@earthlink.net

Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion at home to members who are not able to be
with us because they are homebound, or in assisted living or hospital. If you or someone you
love desires communion at home, please call the church office by Wednesday after the first
Sunday of the month so that you can be scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at home.

7

The Oakleaf is the monthly newsletter of Oakland Presbyterian Church. We welcome all visitors to
our church!
Worship at 11:00 am in person or online
218 E Oakland Ave, Oakland, FL 34760.
Office phone: 407-656-4452 * Office fax: 407-656-8201
Web: https://.oaklandpres.org * Email: welcome@oaklandpres.org

Reverend Craig Sumey. - Pastor
Derek Blakeslee - Treasurer
Diane Flagler - Organist/Pianist
Tiffany Goggans - Director of Christian Education
Jim Gordon - Property Manager
Bonnie Litteral - Director of Children’s Choirs
Jennifer Hunt - Interim Director of Music
Travis Nornhold - Tech
Alecia Spence - Business Manager
Laurie Templin - Preschool Director
Artrelle Tribbett - Office Administrator

