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On December 5th Ginger Leopold and I, Carol Jackson, gave a presentation about the women’s sewing group. I said we would be changing our
name and as you can see, it is “Crafters Mission Group”. We chose this
because it covers a lot of crafts that we do and all of it is based on Missions.
We also want people to know we are open to males as well as females.
Men have some great ideas for crafts too.
We were excited to have several women show up at out meeting on December 6th . We are going to be doing some different crafts throughout
the new year and will be open for some suggestions from others who
wish to join us. There are many holidays throughout the year that we can
work on items that will suit the coming holidays to give away. It’s always
nice to give a gift to a shut-in, a child who may be ill or some folks that
need cheering up.
We have several people in this group who can teach a lot of different
things from sewing, knitting, crocheting, etc. so please consider joining
us for some new and exciting projects.
We meet in Fellowship Hall on the 1st , 3rd and 4th Mondays of the
month from 9:30 am to 11:30 am. If
you are a person who works and you would like to learn something that
we do, please let us know and we can do some private lessons if needed.
You may contact the church and leave your name and phone number and
someone in the group will be happy to chat with you. Hope to see you
soon!

IMPORTANT DATES

•

January 10

PW Bible Study
•

January 22

Leadership Retreat
•

January 23

Annual Meeting
& Breakfast
•

February 6

Cookie Caper

From the Pastor

A Church for Children

Jan-December 2021
Contributions:
$ 375,692

Jan-November 2021
Expenses:

$358,478

Balance:

$17,214

Ways to Give
•

Online at
oaklandpres.org/
give

•

Text OPC2020 to
73256

•

Mail to PO Box 38
Oakland, FL 34760
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I grew up attending with my
family a large, suburban
church that seemed to
have had everything for
kids (at least it does in my
memory). And I remember
that a lot of my peers were
a part of the children’s
ministry year-round. I have
good memories of those
experiences and the
amazing adult staff and
volunteers who modeled
what it meant to be a
Christian and follow Jesus. They played a significant role in forming
the person of faith I am today. I’m also grateful to my parents for
making sure I was consistently there to take advantage of my
church’s offerings for kids.
But when I was a kid four decades ago, it also felt like going to church
was the thing most kids were expected to do. Attending Sunday
School, receiving a 3rd-grade Bible, singing in the children’s choir, and
enrolling in summer day camp was just a part of the cultural checklist
for kids back then - on par with playing Little League, joining Scouts,
or taking piano lessons.
Not so much today. The fastest-growing religious affiliation in the US
today is non-affiliation, and more parents than ever before feel that
religious formation is of less importance for their children than
previous generations. Meanwhile, other activities have pushed their
way into what used to be ‘sacred’ times set aside for religion. As a
result, churches of all types have seen their children’s ministries
shrink dramatically in recent decades. While a handful of larger
churches can still devote enough resources for big children’s ministry
programs and staff, most struggle to keep young families engaged
and minister meaningfully to a handful of busy kids.
It’s a big concern - one which many of you have told me you have for
Oakland Presbyterian. It’s hard to see a future for the church if older
generations dramatically outnumber younger ones. Attrition is a real
thing. But other than envying or wishing we could emulate the big
programs of churches who seem to do a good job attracting young
families, it’s hard to know what to do about it.

December
Sermons

As in all things, a good first step is to check in with God’s Word and see if it
has wisdom and guidance for churches who want to faithfully care for
children and help them grow. Scanning the four Gospels, especially
Matthew and Luke, reveals quite a bit of information about the place
children should have in the faith community through the words of Jesus
and his own experience as a child.

FOCUS:

Five principles seem to rise to the top in the Scriptures:

Series - Children’s Church

God's call for the church to
care for children and support
their families

•

God wants children to be safe within their homes and church in an
unsafe world;

•

God wants children to get the very best from the adults around them.
More than any other accomplishment we can have, the health and
happiness of children in our care is our greatest legacy.

Matthew 2:13-15

•

Children need healing and care. They learn quickly about the pain and
harshness of the world and the heavy burden of guilt and shame.
Knowing the grace and forgiveness God has for them is critical, as
early an age as possible.

January 9

•

•

Children should be prayed for. None of us can protect or mentor kids
perfectly, so God’s power needs to be called upon for them each and
every day.

Children should be directed to their life’s purpose. But this last one
can’t happen unless the other four are covered. Raising kids is a wholefamily, whole-church, 24/7 commitment.

January 2
Children Need To Be Safe

Matthew 7:7-11
Children Should Get Our
Best
January 16
Mark 5:39-42
Children need healing and
care

If a church is willing to dedicate itself whole-heartedly to providing these
key needs for kids, and not just pay them lip-service, it will find more and
more young families who want to make it their home. And the church will
gain strong young members and leaders for generations to come!

January 23

From January 2 to 30, my messages in worship will be about one of these
five principles. I hope you will be present in worship or watch them online
so we can get familiar with them as a whole church. And if you know a
young family who is either looking for a church home or is looking for
spiritual guidance for raising their kids, invite them to come with you or
share the message links with them.

January 30

Matthew 19:13-15
Children should be prayed
for

Luke 1:57-66

Children should be directed to their life’s purpose

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Craig
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From Preschool Director Laurie Templin

Happy New Year!

MENS PRAYER
BREAKFAST Tuesday 7am
Sewing Group
1st, 3rd & 4th
Monday 9:30am
PW Bible Study
2nd Monday
9:30AM

The Preschool enjoyed a lovely
Christmas Break and we’re back, ready
to go, for 2022! We have 75 children
enrolled! We have received numerous
inquiries from families wishing to enroll
right now for this school year but we
have no space available in any of our
classrooms.

We have not started enrollment for the 2022-23 school year which
will begin on Wednesday August 10, 2022. No one has missed the
boat! We will let everyone know when enrollment begins!
We are also planning our Summer Shorts schedule for the month of
June- four weeks of fun!
The Preschool has received two hippo statues for our playground, in
honor of Ms. Sarah Rosenauer, our VPK teacher who passed away a
year ago after a battle with Covid. We plan to have a small
dedication ceremony with Sarah’s husband Adam and twin
daughters, Zoey and Emma, in late February. Thank you to all the
members of the congregation and Preschool friends who donated
to the special college fund the church collected for the girls. We will
present the check to the family at the dedication. These hippos will
provide a place for children to sit and imagine, and share Ms.
Sarah’s love of this creature.
Our Preschool will celebrate Valentine’s Day with a party on Monday
February 14th . We are thrilled to have Mr. Cecil Ramsey taking
photos of all our little loves, as a memento for their parents. We all
LOVE Mr. Cecil’s photos!
We will be closed on Monday January 17 th in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. We will also be closed on Monday
February 21st in honor of Presidents’ Day.

We hope you feel loved and appreciated this New Year! Don’t forget
your Valentine!
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From the Director of Christian Education
Youth Group
Youth group will be meeting the second and fourth
Wednesday of every month from 5:30 to 7:30
pm. Join Tiffany, in the youth room, for games,
fellowship, and Bible study. Friends are always
welcome to youth group so don't forget to invite a
friend!

Adult
Sunday School
Adult Sunday School classes
are starting to meet in person
as well as on Zoom. If you’d
like to join a class, here’s
where you can find them on
Sunday mornings from 9:45 10:45 am:
Adult Volunteers Needed

Sunday School classes will not meet on Sunday, January 23rd. Please
join your church family for the annual meeting and breakfast!

Children's Sunday School class:
All children ages 4 through 5th grade are invited to join Tiffany in room
105 for Sunday School. We sing songs, play games, watch videos all
while learning about God and God's love for us. This month we will look
at the stories of Jesus as a boy, Jesus being baptized, Jesus calling his
disciples, and the prayer that Jesus taught us.

Christian Education Committee is looking for adult
volunteers to snuggle babies in the nursery on Sunday mornings.
We are also looking for
Youth Leaders

COLE:
Saturday, February, 26h, the Central Florida Presbytery will host COLE
(Church Officer and Leader Education). COLE will take place from 9 am
to Noon via zoom. The event will consist of workshops for all church
leaders. This is a great opportunity for Elders, Deacons, Sunday school
teachers, and other leaders to learn more from others in our Presbytery.
Immediately following COLE is a Lunch and Learn opportunity with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Representatives from 12:15 to
1:30pm. The topic will be "Leading In and Out of a Season of
Trauma." The leaders will facilitate a conversation about traumainformed care and leadership in the context of the COVID 19 pandemic
and other disasters. Common phases of disaster response and recovery
will inform the conversation.
The cost for COLE and the Lunch and Learn opportunity is FREE! Keep
checking the Friday news for more information about registering for this
event.
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Session News
At their December meeting, the Session took the
following actions:

•

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Derek
Blakeslee who stated that our income has
exceeded our expenses for the year ($17,214).

•

The Mission Committee report was
presented by Lynn White. We now have
church members volunteering serving
lunches once a month at the Christian
Service Center in Ocoee.

•

The Worship Committee report was given by
Shannon Elswick. There will be a single service
on Christmas Eve at 6pm.

•

The Pastor’s report was given by Pastor
Sumey. The 28 Days of Prayer received such positive feedback that the program has been
expanded to an email Prayer Ministry.

•

The Pre-School report was given by Jenny Martin. The Pre-School is doing very well and is
maximum capacity.

Children’s Choir begins on January 12 , as we gear up for another fun filled and
educational time. We meet every Wednesday from 5:30-7:30 in conjunction with
Mrs. Tiffany’s Faith Formation classes. Together, we form OWL (Oakland
Wednesdays Live). We welcome children ages three through fifth grade.
In Children’s Choir, we play games, sing, dance, act out stories, play drums, Orff
mallet instruments, rhythm instruments or hand chimes. We use streamers,
boomwhackers and puppets.
This semester, we will be leading in worship on :

Sunday, Feb. 6 8:45 AND 11:00 – We will sing an anthem for the 8:45 service,
then be dismissed to the CLC where we enjoy a homecooked breakfast and game
time before returning to the sanctuary to sing at the 11:00 service.
Palm Sunday, April 10- We lead in worship for our traditional Palm Sunday
service at 11:00am.
Sunday, May 1- 8:45 AND 11:00am – We finish our year by leading in worship for
both services, as we did on Feb. 6. We will have our end of year party between
services.
We hope your children will join us we praise God with our music!!
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From the Director of Music

Hello church family!
From myself and my family, we just wanted to
say THANK YOU for all of your thoughts and
prayers as our daughter Aria Hope Morada
was born on December 11, 2021 weighing in at
8.6lbs! We ask for your continued prayers as
we navigate having two children now!
OPEN INVITATION for those who are interested
in participating in music ministry in any
capacity - please e-mail me at jeremy@oaklandpres.org. We need
musicians of all kinds, even those who aren't musicians, but are willing to
learn- I have many resources to get you started. I even would challenge
anyone who thinks they are tone-deaf to come and have a free lesson with
me to discover that you are NOT tone-deaf - I don't believe anyone is
tone-deaf, but even if you are, there are still ways you can participate in
music!
Home Communion

The Deacons are again able to offer communion at home to members who are not able to be with us because they are homebound,
or in assisted living or hospital. If you or someone you love desires communion at home, please call the church office by
Wednesday after the first Sunday of the month so that you can be
scheduled to receive the Lord’s Supper at home.
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Church Member-Attender Update/Review Conducted in January - How You Can Help
Throughout the month of January, the Session and Pastor Craig are reviewing and updating the
membership and attender lists, so we can better know who might need contact, care, and connection during the ongoing pandemic. Here's how you can help...
1. If you have not attended in-person worship recently but remain connected to OPC as your primary church family, check in with us at welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407.656.4452. We don't
want to assume that because you have not attended in-person that you are no longer a part of the
church family. And, let us know if there's anything you need to feel more connected to the church.
2. If your affiliation with OPC has changed because you have moved, are attending another church,
or do not plan to continue being active at OPC, it would be helpful to know that. We will miss you,
but want to respect how God has been calling you to new connections.
3. Join us on Wednesday, January 12 at 10:30 am for a combined in-person, Zoom to walk down
the existing membership-attender list and share updates about our church family members. Please RSVP to welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407.656.4452 by Monday, January 10 at
2:00 pm to receive a Zoom link.
4. If you can't participate on the 12th, but have updates about your fellow church members which
might be helpful, let us know at welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407.656.4452.
Most of all, PRAY as we find deeper connections as a church family while we still navigate the
challenges of the Covid pandemic, that we find new ways to care for each other and help one another grow as disciples of Christ.
All Are Invited for The 2022 Church Leadership Retreat - Saturday, January 22 from 9 am to 3
pm. Lunch provided.
This will be an important year for Oakland Presbyterian Church! Be a part of a day of inspiration,
prayer, conversation, discernment and goal-setting with your fellow leaders. This event is open to
anyone who wants to participate, and will also include staff, Elders and Deacons, and committee
members. Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. Please register by Wednesday, January 19. Also, request a Zoom link if you will participate in the
event virtually. welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407.656.4452.
Annual Meeting of the Congregation - Sunday, January 23 Between the Worship Gatherings in
the CLC.
A continental breakfast will accompany a meeting to enjoy some fellowship, review the previous
year, look ahead to the coming year, pray for the Holy Spirit's guidance, and conduct the business
of the church will begin at 10:00 am in the CLC. We will also be taking the opportunity to thank retiring Property Manager Jim Gordon and Lego Program coordinator Laurie Hallock! All Active
Members are asked to participate, and guests are welcome to observe. Request a Zoom link
at welcome@oaklandpres.org or call 407.656.4452.

