
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oakland Presbyterian Church, Oakland, Florida                           November 2015 

Christian Service Center Food Drive ïNovember 2015 

The words of Christ we strive to follow 

In this season with advertising hollow 

In Matthew we are told to give with please 

By taking care of the least of these 

The Christian Service Center heeds this 

call 

Reaching out and helping those who fall 

With programs like their Daily Bread 

Our Christian brothers, they all are fed 

Mothers helping Mothers providing a 

mentor 

Another service of this Christian Center 

Emergency services, like food, clothes and 

rent 

Leave the cupboards bare, their contents 

spent 

For us, Holiday times will soon be here 

For others a time of need is drawing near 

So this November is our month du jour 

To bring our food gifts for the poor 

Listen now to the words Iôve said 

And Support the group that provides Daily 

Bread 

While this message may be cute and funny 

There is nothing sadder than an empty 

tummy 

So search your pantry or go to the store 

Buy enough for you, and then buy some 

more 

Then on to the narthex, or the fellowship 

hall 

place your donations, one and all. 

 

Nonperishable groceries will be collected 

throughout the month of November in the 

Narthex and outside the fellowship hall.  

Let us be thankful!! 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH  

OPC youth meet every Wednesday night for dinner, fellow-

ship, and Bible Study.   Dinner is at 5:30 pm, cost is $2 per 

person.  Bible Study and other activities follow at 6:00 pm. 

Join us for as we learn and grow together!! 
 

UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES:  
 

¶ Sunday, November 8th - Spaghetti Luncheon Fundraiser  

¶ Sunday, November 8th - Tim Hawkins LIVE! at First Baptist Orlando @ 6pm 

Meet at the church at 4:30, returning around 9 pm.   

¶ Saturday, November 14th - Packing party for Operation Christmas Child Fundraiser  

¶ Sunday, November 22nd - Youth Scavenger Hunt   
 

Save the Date:  January 29 - 30:  Planet Wisdom 

in Lakeland, FL   

 

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to par-

ticipate in any and all our youth activities.  

Email messages are normally sent out to 

parents and youth about upcoming events. 

Oakland Coalition of Churches Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 For the past several years, the Oakland Coalition of Churches has held a luncheon 

on the Sunday before Thanksgiving at the Town Hall. This event brings together most of 

our churches for an afternoon of food and fellowship.  
 

This year the luncheon will held on Sunday, November 22, with the food being served 

starting at 12:30 p.m. The town of Oakland is providing the meat and paper products. 

Those who attend are asked to bring a generous covered dish to share.  
 

No need to make a reservationðjust show up and enjoy the food and the company of 

neighbors and fellow Christians! 
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November is a time when we, 

as a nation, pause to give 

thanks for our many blessings.  

I donôt know why it is, but 

sometimes it is adversity in life 

that makes us more aware of 

the blessings God has be-

stowed upon us. It may be that the adversity 

brings into sharper focus the things that really 

matter. 
 

The gospel song encourages us to ñcount your 

blessings, name them one by one; count your 

many blessings see what God hath done.ò 
 

I have many things for which to be grateful: a 

wonderful congregation that makes ministry in-

teresting and rewarding; great co-workers in 

ministry at our church; a loving wife and two 

great kids (and the most beautiful grandson in 

the world); good health; and citizenship in the 

greatest country in the world. 
 

But most of all I am grateful for Godôs love and 

grace. It still amazes me that God loves me be-

yond all measure. It was my recognition of that 

love that led me to give my life to Jesus when I 

was 16 years old. Though I had been raised in 

the church, it was on Thanksgiving day back in 

1970 that I gave myself completely to my Lord 

and Savior. 
  

When I count my blessings, I always start with 

Jesus and his love for me. While some things in 

life come and go, his love remains constant and 

sure.  
 

As you count your many blessings, I hope you 

begin with your relationship with Jesus and can 

include your relationship to our church. 

 

Grateful for ñwhat God hath done,ò 
 

 Pastor Bob 

At the October 

meeting of Ses-

sion, the elders 

took the follow-

ing action: 

¶ Approved 

committee 

assignments, 

including moderators, for the next 12 

months. 

¶ Elected Al Passwater to serve as 

Clerk of Session for the next 12 

months. 

¶ Appointed Jim Stearns to serve as the 

second elder on the Nominating 

Committee. 

¶ Discussed the baby shower being 

planned for Tiffany. 

¶ Agreed that our youth could partici-

pate in a gleaning event in December, 

and attend the Tim Hawkins concert 

on November 8, and the Planet Wis-

dom event in January. 

¶ Discussed the giving and financial 

status of the church and heard a re-

port on this yearôs stewardship cam-

paign, ñCelebrate our Church.ò 

¶ Approved several requests for use of 

the building. 

¶ Had prayer for several members of 

the church and other people in need 

of prayer. 



New Church Pictorial Directory!  
 

Itôs been three years since our last pictorial directory and there 

have been many changes. Photographers will be available after 

both worship services on November 1 and 8 , to take photos of 

those who wish to be included in the new directory.  No appoint-

ment is necessary. Since there is no ñsaleôs pitch,ò the photo ses-

sions will not take more than a few minutes.  

Once all our photos are taken, we will put together our own di-

rectory using one of the online services. After the directories are 

completed, anyone who would like a copy of the directory, will 

be asked to pay a nominal fee to cover the cost. Donôt get left out of the next directory, so  

stop by and have your picture taken on one of these two Sundays. 
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In this season of thankfulness, the Preschool is espe-

cially grateful for all the wonderful parts of our lives, 

including family, friends, teachers, community helpers 

and our church home.  We give thanks in prayer each 

day of Preschool for all our blessings, including the food 

we are blessed to eat! 
 

 The Preschool children have been collecting non-perishable food 

items to share with the Christian Service Center. We bring our items 

to Chapel  each Wednesday to show Pastor Bob our progress and 

giving, and will ask his blessing upon our sharing when our collec-

tion ends. 

 

We would like to extend great thanks and appreciation to every-

one who participated in our Yankee Candle fundraiser.  We have 

been greatly blessed by your enthusiastic support in raising over 

$1000!! These funds will be utilized for new Preschool materials, 

including additional nap mats for our extended day program, 

along with new classroom and playground materials, in addition 

to continued teacher training.   
 

Thank you for keeping the Preschool in your prayers and for al-

ways being a blessing to the children! 

 

Laurie Templin, Oakland Preschool Director 
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Attending Sunday School is an excellent way to receive 

strong biblical teaching, develop relationships and jour-

ney with other believers in the life of faith.   
 

We believe that the study of Godôs word is not an op-

tion ï we are called. There is a place for everyone in the 

educational and study programs at OPC. Sunday School 

can play an important role in your faith journey.   

 

For more information, contact    

Tiffany Goggans at  

Tiffany@oaklandpres.org or  

407-656-4452.       

407-656-4452.   

is a Sunday School faith formation 

program designed to activate faith 

in children ages 3 through grade 5. 

(potty trained, please) It is innovative, intuitive, 

and designed to spark each studentôs faith devel-

opments.  
 

Join Ms. Tiffany in the Children's Church room 

(105), Sunday at 9:45 to Activate your Faith!  
 

Lessons for the month of November include:  

11/1  The Battle of Jericho      Lesson Focus:  When we obey, we'll be okay 

11/8  Naomi and Ruth             Lesson Focus:  God stays close to us 

11/15  David and Goliath         Lesson Focus:  God is always by my side 

11/22  Elijah and the Widow     Lesson Focus:  We can feed others 

11/29  Jonah and the Big Fish    Lesson Focus:  We can't hide from God  

Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Club  

(OPLUG)  
 

Legos is for everyone! The next regular meeting of 

our churchôs Lego Club is set for Sunday, Novem-

ber 1, at 2 p.m. in the CLC. All ages are invited to 

come and see what you can build with Legos! 
  

mailto:Tiffany@oaklandpres.org
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Joyce Mullins, coordinator for the 

Womenôs Lunch Group, has announced 

that the ladies will gather for the Novem-

ber luncheon at 11:30 on Wednesday, No-

vember 11th, at KeKeôs Breakfast Caf® in 

Clermont. The luncheon is normally the 

second Wednesday of the month. For 

more information about the luncheons, 

contact Joyce at 407-963-8543. 

The monthly Womenôs Bible Study will be 

on Monday, November 9th, at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. Led by Pastor Bob, we 

are studying the theme, ñCome to the Wa-

ters.ò This month we will be looking at the 

absence of water - thirst and longing, using 

Exodus 17:1-7 and Psalm 42:1-2 as our ba-

sic text. There is no homework, but women 

are encouraged to bring their own Bibles 

and an open mind! We normally finish by 

11:30 a.m. All women are invited to join us.

 

Monthly Presbyterian Menôs Dinner  
Tuesday November 17th, at 6:30pm 

In the Fellowship Hall 

Once again the men of our church will gather for a tasty supper and an interesting 

program on the third Tuesday of the month, November 17th, at 6:30 p.m. Wayne 

Wincey serves as the president/moderator of the group, and Wayne Anderson is 

the program chair. Don Hickman will be wearing the chefôs hat this month. 

Financial Report: The Big Picture 

2015 Operating Budget: $ 480,561 
 

First 9 Months Giving/Income:  $ 305,965       First 9 Months Giving Needed:    $ 360,421 

First 9 Months Expenses:     $ 317,172       First 9 Months Giving:       $ 303,465 

Difference:      - $  11,207       Difference:   -$  56,959 

 

A word of explanation: as you can see, we are still running in the red for the year.  We need about $ 

40,000 each month to meet our annual budget. We will not spend what we have budgeted this year be-

cause of the resignation of the church secretary and some other adjustments to our spending. But as we 

head into the last three months, it looks like we will need a strong quarter to enable us to meet our budget 

for the year. As always, thank you for your thoughtful and generous giving to our church. 

to be generous! 
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