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Learn More About Our Mission Projects 
 

Our mission committee is hosting a Mission Fair to showcase the 

missions we support, financially and with our time. The event will be 

held on Sunday, February 21, from 9:45-11 a.m. in the CLC. All Sun-

day school classes are invited to come to the CLC and be part of the 

event. Refreshments will be served, and prizes will be awarded to 

those who can correctly answer questions about the projects on dis-

play. 

Motherôs Day Baskets 
Work has begun to collect items for the Mother's Day baskets that will be delivered to area 

hospitals for children to present to their mothers.  Many of the mothers are there 24/7 and we 

are making their lives a little brighter with our contributions.  Thanks to a nice monetary do-

nation, the baskets and shredded paper have already been ordered!  Our church scout troops 

are collecting tea bags and hot chocolate packages for them.   
 

What can you do to help? We ask that you donate nice coffee mugs, socks, costume jewelry, 

notepads, pens, stationery, Hershey bars, and fancy soaps, lotions, shampoo and conditioner. 

Obviously, monetary donations are always welcome. You can also get involved as we put the 

baskets together and decorate them just before Motherôs 

Day. There will be a chart to show our progress, and give 

you hints on what else you might be able to donate. Look 

for it in the Narthex and by the church office. 
 

Last year we made 180 baskets!!  The children, moms and 

staff appreciated the baskets and we were blessed to feel 

the love on the delivery day. You are welcome to give and 

get involved with this church wide project.  

 

For more information, contact Pam Passwater at 314-630-

8854, or sti_pam911@yahoo.com. 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH  

OPC youth meet every Wednesday night for dinner, fellow-

ship, and Bible Study.   Dinner is at 5:30 pm, cost is $2 per 

person.  Bible Study and other activities follow at 6:00 pm. 

Join us for as we learn and grow together!! 

 

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to participate in any and all our youth activities.  

Email messages are normally sent out to parents and youth about upcoming events. 

Sunday, February 28th is Scout 

Sunday in our church! 

To start the day, everyone is invited to participate in a Pancake Break-

fast Fund Raiser on Sunday morning, starting at 9:45 a.m. in the CLC. 

For a donation, you can have all the pancakes you can eat! Help support 

our Scout program and join your friends over breakfast. 

Then, during the 11 a.m. worship service, the scouts will be making a 

presentation and assisting in worship. We welcome the boys and their 

Upward Update 
Due to unexpected staffing issues that we were not able to 

overcome, we are not going to offer our Upward basketball 

and cheerleading ministry this winter. We will refund regis-

tration fees for those who have already paid for the season, 

with apologies for the inconvenience and disappointment. 

We fully expect to bring Upward back next year. 

Camera Club 
Every third Monday at 7 p.m. our Camera Club, led by Cecil Ramsey, 

meets in one of our classrooms to learn more about the art of photog-

raphy and how to use the different cameras owned by the members of 

the club. For more information about the club, contact Cecil at caram-

sey@cfl.rr.com. The next meeting is scheduled for February 15. 

 

The Handbell Choir meets to practice on Tuesday evenings at 5:15 

p.m. They participate in worship at various time throughout the year. 

If you are interested in joining the choir, we welcome you to come by 

on Tuesday. Some music experience is helpful, and if you already 

have handbell experience, then what are you waiting for? Hope to see 

mailto:caramsey@cfl.rr.com
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 I recently paid a visit to my der-

matologist for my annual check-

up. As he normally does, he put 

on these special goggles and 

took a close look at my skin, 

looking for signs of skin cancer. 

He found some spots on my face 

that needed to be treated, so he 

gave me a prescription for a cream that is supposed 

to clear up the problem spots before they really get 

a chance to do some damage. 
 

As I thought about the doctor looking at my face, I 

noted that he could find several things. First, there 

are scars on my face from a previous encounter 

with shingles. Second, there were there the more 

serious pre-cancerous spots that needed to be ad-

dressed. And, if I were a bit younger, he might find 

some pimples. As you probably have noticed, my 

face is far from perfect. It has blemishes, scars, and 

other imperfections. 
 

This made me think of the church. I have learned 

over the years that no congregation is perfect. Each 

has its own imperfections and problem areas. Some 

younger churches have blemishes caused by their 

lack of maturity. Some more established churches 

have scars from battles that have been waged in 

times gone by. And some churches have areas that 

need to be addressed or they will lead to problems 

down the road. 
 

Through the years I have been blessed to be part of 

several very fine churches, including the Oakland 

congregation. While we may not be perfect, and 

may have some scars, nonetheless we are gifted by 

God in so many ways, strengthened by Godôs 

Spirit, and nurtured by our love for each other. 
 

As I begin my 15th year as your pastor, I consider it 

a great privilege to serve in this place, working 

alongside some of the finest Christian ñsaintsò I 

have known. Thanks for the opportunity! 
 

Pastor Bob 

At the January meeting 

of Session, the elders 

took the following ac-

tion: 

¶ Unanimously re-

ceived the 2015 An-

nual Report  and a report on the Briley 

Fund. 

¶ Communion dates for 2016 were ap-

proved. 

¶ A set of duties & responsibilities for a 

new kitchen subcommittee were ap-

proved. Don Hickman will chair this 

subcommittee. 

¶ Approved the facility use for the Boarôs 

Head Festival, December 9-11, 2016. 

¶ Discussed the approach to be taken to 

enter into a capital campaign to fund 

the roof repairs approved last year.  

¶ Had prayer for several members of the 

church and other people in need of 

prayer. 

New Series Coming from Pastor Bob 
 

Starting February 14, Pastor Bob will start 

a new series of messages based on the 

book Be the Message, written by Kerry 

and Chris Shook.  
 

2/14: Transform Your Words into a Life 

Message 
 

2/21: Understand the Message that Con-

founds the World 
 

2/28: Taking Your Message to the World 

Around You 



Childrenôs Choir  
Children meet every Wednesday to participate in choir practice 

and Bible study. It all starts with a yummy dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

Bonnie Litteral teaches them about music, they practice songs, 

and have some fun to. Judith Ramsey is leading the Bible study, 

and this month she will teach them about the Good Samaritan, 

Mary and Martha, the Prodigal Son and Lazarus.  
 

After all that learning and practicing, the children love to sing, so on Sunday, February 21, 

our Childrenôs Choirs will sing during both of our worship services. We have over 30 chil-

dren involved in our three childrenôs choirs, and all of their parents will be in attendance with 

us that Sunday. We look forward to seeing everyone in worship and hearing the songs of praise 

to the glory of God. 
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February is a great Winter month at the Preschool!  We 

start the month by wearing our pajamas to school on 

Monday February 1st and Tuesday February 2nd in cele-

bration of Groundhog Day.  Will Punxsutawney Phil 

see his shadow, giving us six more weeks of Winter?  

Or is Spring on its way?  We are very interested in the 

seasons of the year, and learning our months, particularly the month of our own birthday!  
 

Thank you in advance to all our friends who will join us on February 4th for 

our Panda Express Night!  We appreciate all your support, and love to see 

everyone come out for dinner!  May we all have a healthy, prosperous Year 

of the Fire Monkey!  
 

Donôt forget your Valentine! We will be celebrating Valentineôs Day on Friday, 

February 12th with our school party and the giving of Valentine 

cards.   
 

While we enjoy learning about George Washington and Abraham 

Lincoln, the Preschool also looks forward to a fun day off on 

Monday February 15th in honor these fine Presidentsô birthdays.   

Have a wonderful February! Thank you for keeping the Preschool 

in your prayers and for always being a blessing to the children! 

¶ Our current sanctuary was built in 1971 and is the third building of wor-

ship used by our congregation. 

¶ Several families in our congregation can trace their family roots to the 

original charter members of our church, founded in 1887. 

¶ Our congregation once was mostly made up of families in the citrus busi-

ness.  There are still several families with groves here and farther south. 
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Attending Sunday School is an excellent way 

to receive strong biblical teaching, develop re-

lationships and journey with other believers in 

the life of faith.   
 

We believe that the study of Godôs word is not 

an option ï we are called. There is a place for 

everyone in the educational and study pro-

grams at OPC. Sunday School can play an im-

portant role in your faith journey.   
 

For more information, contact Tiffany at    

Tiffany@oaklandpres.org or  

407-656-4452   

SPARK is a Sunday School faith formation program designed 

to activate faith in children ages 3 through grade 5. (potty 

trained, please) It is innovative, intuitive, and designed to 

spark each studentôs faith developments.  
 

Join Ms. DeLena in the Children's Church room (105), Sun-

day at 9:45 to Activate your Faith!  
 

Lessons for the month of February include:  

2/7  The Centurionôs Servant 

2/14  Jesus Blesses the Children 

Oakland Presbyterian Lego Users Club  

(OPLUG)  
 

Legos is for everyone! The next regular meeting of 

our churchôs Lego Club is set for Sunday, February 

7th, at 2 p.m. in the CLC. All ages are invited to 

come and see what you can build with Legos! 
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